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NEWf 


Toronto 


Metro  NDP 
adopts  gay 
rights  program 


Tomorrow 
starts 
today 


The  campaign  (or  gay  righls  in  Ontario 
made  an  important  advance  March  7 
when  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  Area 
Regional  Conference  ot  the  New  Demo- 
cratic Party  voted  to  recommend  the 
adoption,  virtually  unaltered,  ot  the 
program  of  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario  fCGRO)  as  party  policy  The 
Convention,  composed  ot  ten  delegates 
trom  each  NDP  nding  association  in 
Metro  Toronto,  meets  annually  to  dis- 
:uss  party  policy. 

Support  in  the  NDP  (of  gay  rights  is 
lot  new  During  the  September  provin- 
cial election  campaign,  gay  rights  were 
endorsed  by  several  members  of  the 
party's  legislative  caucus,  including  party 
leader  Stephen  Lewis  (MLA  for  Scar- 
borough West)  and  MLAs  Ted  Bounsall 
(Windsor-Sandwich).  Michael  Cassidy 
(Ottawa-Centre),  Pal  Lawlor  (Lakeshorel. 
Ross  McClellan  (Bellwoods)  and  David 
Warner  (Scarborough  Ellesmere)   But  the 
Metro  Convention  recommendation 
marks  the  first  time  that  a  compre- 
hensive stance  on  gay  nghts  has  been 
introduced  into  the  policy-making 
process  of  a  major  political  party. 

Lending  further  significance  to  these 
developments  for  gay  people  is  the  fact 
that  the  fortunes  of  the  NOP  seem  to  be 
n  the  rise  in  Ontario.  In  last  year's  elec- 
tion, the  party  increased  its  represen- 
tation in  the  legislature  from  20  to  38 
seats  and  replaced  the  Liberal  Party  as 
the  official  opposition. 

The  gay  movement  established  a  high 
profile  during  the  three  days  ol  conven- 
tion activity  CGRO  Coordinator  Brian 
Mosaop  discussed  gay  nghts  legis- 
lation with  four  members  ol  the  NDP 
legislative  caucus  before  an  audience  ot 
Convention  delegates  the  evening  of 
March  5  The  four  were  Pat  Lawlor.  Ross 
McClellan,  David  Warner,  and  Ed  Ziemba 
(High  Park). 

Mossop  stated  afterwards  "I  was  very 
pleased  with  the  response  the  presen- 


tation got,  at  the  end  of  the  meeting, 
from  party  members  in  the  audience'' 

When  the  Convention  got  fully  under- 
way the  following  day,  a  table  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Convention  site  at  H umber 
College  was  allocated  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  literature  from  CGRO.  ihe  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality,  and  The  Body 
Politic  Collective. 

A  workshop  on  the  subject  ol  gay 
rights  attracted  about  20  delegates  The 
workshop  was  included  on  the  Conven- 
tion agenda  at  the  suggestion  of  a 
member  ol  the  NDP  Metro  Toronto 
Council  who  had  been  In  touch  with  gay 
activists  In  the  party. 

Discussion  in  the  workshop  was  based 
on  the  eight-point  CGRO  program  (see 
box  this  page),  which  was  finally  adopted 
in  its  entirety.  The  decision  of  the 
workshop  was  then  passed  to  the  full 
Convention  for  ratification  on  Ihe  follow- 
ing day 

The  plenary  session  of  the  Conven- 
tion modified  the  workshop  proposal  in 
one  respect.  A  motion  passed  which 
deleted  the  first  pari  of  point  two  of  the 
CGRO  program,  dealing  with  the 
inclusion  of  gays  on  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission.  It  was  argued  that  to 
include  members  of  every  minonty  on 
the  Commission  would  render  11  un- 
wieldy With  this  one  change  effected, 
the  Convention  then  voted  to  recom- 
mend the  rest  of  the  CGRO  demands  as 
party  policy 

The  Metro  Convention's  recommen- 
dation will  join  three  others  in  the  area  ot 
gay  nghts  already  in  the  hands  of  the 
Resolutions  Committee  of  the  NDP  Pro- 
vincial Council.  These  include  a  resolu- 
tion from  the  NDP  Southwestern  Ontario 
Regional  Convention  demanding  a 
government  inquiry  into  the  dismissal  of 
John  Cnmien,  and  two  others  from  the 
Windsor- Sandwich  and  the  St  George 
(Toronto)  riding  associations  supporting 
Ihe  inclusion  of  sexual  onentaDon  in  the 


Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 

According  to  gay  activist  John  Argue, 
a  member  of  the  Human  Rights  Sub- 
committee of  the  Resolutions  Commit- 
tee, all  the  recommendations  on  gay 
rights  will  be  consolidated  into  a  single 
resolution  to  be  presented  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Convention,  the  policy-making 
body  of  the  NDP.  The  Convention  will  be 
meeting  June  12-14  in  Kingston. 

by  Ken  PopertD 


CGRO  Program 

1  Amendment  of  Ihe  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code  to  include  'sexual  orien- 
tation' in  order  to  assure  the  basic 
civil  rights  of  all  homosexual  men  and 
women. 

2  Inclusion  of  gay  community  rep- 
resentatives on  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  and  amendment  of  the 
Human  Rights  Code  to  provide  mean- 
ingful penalties  for  violators. 

3  That  research  be  done  by  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  in  the 
area  ot  discrimination  on  the  basis  ot 
sexual  orientation,  and  education  ol 
the  public  on  the  results  of  this 


4  An  unbiased  presentation  of 
homosexuality  be  included  in  the  sex 
education  programs  in  Ontario,  and 
that  gay  organisations  be  consulted  to 
provide  information  and  speakers  for 
such  programs. 

5  Guaranteed  medical  coverage  for " 
gay  couples  under  the  Ontario  Health 
Insurance  Plan, 

6  Equal  treatment  ot  gays  in  projects 
carried  out  by  the  Ontario  Housing 
Corporation. 

7  Introduction  of  a  government  regu- 
lation prohibiting  discrimination 
against  gays  in  the  hiring  and 
promotional  practices  of  the  Ontario 
Civil  Service. 

8  That  homosexuality  not  be  con- 
sidered a  factor  in  cases  ot  child  adop- 
tion and  child  custody. 

From  Toward  Equality,  a  publication  ol 
the  Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  In  Ontario  For 
a  free  copy,  write  CGRO,  193  Carlton 
Street.  Toronto.  Ontario  M5A  2K7  or,  In 
Onlano  consult  your  local  organ ii aliens 


BC  Rights  Code: 
now  you  see  it, 
now  you  don't 

Within  weeks  of  the  precedent-setting 
victory  of  gays  over  The  Vancouver 
Sun,  the  inadequacy  of  British  Colum- 
bia's Human  Rights  Code  to  protect  gays 
has  been  shown  once  again  The  Human 
Rights  Branch  ot  the  Ministry  of  Labor 
says  it  cannot  act  on  a  complaint  laid  by 
the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE) 
concerning  a  refusal  to  rent  the  organ- 
ization office-space  because  the  Code 
does  no!  apply. 

In  March  Maurice  Flood  ol  GATE 
sought  office  space  from  Gordon  Latham 
Ltd  of  1 121  Richards  Street  in  down- 
town Vancouver.  GATE  had  previously 
been  a  tenant  in  the  same  building 
several  years  before.  When  told  who  the 
office  was  for.  Gordon  Latham  Lid 
President  C.H.  Van  Boeyen  said  he  was 
"sorry",  but  he  would  not  rent  to  homo- 
sexuals. Even  after  being  informed  of  the 
Human  Rights  Branch  ruling  which 
ordered  The  Sun  to  accept  gay  adver- 
tisements. Van  Boeyen  still  refused 
GATE  immediately  organized  a  picket 
Despite  heavy  rain  and  a  cold  wind,  a 
dozen  supporters  marched  in  front  ol 
Gordon  Latham  Ltd  dunng  the  busy 
lunch  period  Van  Boeyen  braved  the 
elements  too,  in  order  to  take  photo- 


graphs ot  the  picket's  participants  from 
every  conceivable  angle 

At  the  same  time,  GATE  submitted  a 
complaint  to  the  Human  Rights  Branch 
But  Director  Kathleen  Ruff  Informed  Ihe 
group  that  the  Code  offered  no  protec- 
tion. Unlike  sections  dealing  with 
employment  and  access  to  public 
services,  which  prohibit  discrimination 
unless  "reasonable  cause"  tor  disenmin- 
ation  can  be  shown.  Section  5  prohibits 
discrimination  in  tenancy  premises  only 
with  respect  to  the  specific  categories 
"race,  religion,  colour,  ancestry,  or  place 
of  origin ". 

The  two  Vancouver  dallies  and  several 
radio  stations  covered  the  incident. 
When  quoted  In  the  press,  Van  Boeyen 
had  changed  his  story.  He  denied  the 
refusal  was  "related  lo  the  group's 
sexual  orientation,  but  to  members'  past 
performance  as  tenants".  Like  so  many 
other  anti-gay  bigots,  Van  Boeyen  has 
realized  it  is  no  longer  "good  lorm"  to 
openly  admit  to  homosexual  discrimin- 
ation. 

In  response,  GATE  chairperson 
Stephen  Shirrefts  pointed  "Would  a 
public  organization  embarass  itself  it  it 
knew  such  remarks  held  water?  GATE'S 
relations  with  Gordon  Latham  Ltd  during 
its  tenancy  in  1971-2  were  cordial". 

When  asked  during  a  radio  interview  to 
comment  on  the  complaint,  Scored 
Attorney  General  Garde  Gardom  dismis- 
sed the  issue  with  contemptuous 
laughter. 

Ironically,  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  in  its  annual  report, 
submitted  just  before  the  incident,  urged 
the  government  to  bnng  Section  5  Into 
line  with  other  sections  of  the  Code 
regarding  the  "reasonable  cause" 
concept.  Judging  from  the  Attorney 
General's  response,  one  must  doubt  that 
such  an  amendment  is  going  to  come 
that  easily 

Armed  with  this  additional  proof  of  '.In- 
crimination, GATE  will  continue  its  five- 
year  battle  to  have  the  teim  "sexual  ori- 
entation" explicitly  included  in  provincial 
human  rights  legislation. 

by  Robert  Cookd 


From  BCRC  ruling: 

By  recognizing  thai  homosexuals  exist, 
society  Is  simply  acknowledging  that  there 
are,  In  fact,  people  who  do  have,  what  is 
lor  them  at  least,  a  quite  natural  ability  lo 
relate  sexually  and  emotionally  to  others  ol 
the  same  sex  By  accepting  this  'act  socie- 
ty is  having  regard  lo  the  preponderance  of 
evidence  and  professional  opinion  thai 
exists  to  the  effect  " 


Hitald 

predominant  i 

ol  a  significant  portion  ot  our 
population  -  perhaps  as  much  as  10% 
thereof. 

"For  centuries  most  ot  the  so-called 
progressive  societies  of  the  world  have 
forced  homosexuals  to  lead  almost  schizo- 
phrenic lives,  denying  their  true  nature  lo 
all  but  their  fellows  History  has  docu- 
mented some  ot  the  sorry  occasions  when 
the  secret  lives  of  such  men  or  women 


d  lo  tt- 


i,  ridi- 


cule, contempt  and  indeed  the  complete 
persecution  of  intolerant  populations  and 
institutions  of  government  Motivated  try 
tear  and  intolerance  such  societies,  includ- 
ing our  own,  have  proceeded  on  the 
assumption  that  it  sufficiently  harassed  and 
persecuted  the  homosexual  w>H  either  dis- 
appear or  change  his  or  her  errant  ways 
Surely  now.  In  the  1970s,  our  tear  of  the 
different  or  the  unusual  must  be  overcome 
oy  our  confidence  In  the  strength  ol  our 
social  fabric  taken  as  a  whole  Acceptance 
ol  people  lor  what  they  are  does  not 
require  II  al  society  at  Ihe  same  time  en- 
courage Or  promote  homosexuality  or 
convert  those  who  are  not  naturally  so 
Inclined.  To  recognize  and  respect  the 
beliefs  or  practices  ol  others  without 
necessanly  agreeing  or  sympathizing  wnh 
them  is  to  show  the  sort  of  tolerance  that  is 
the  mar*  of  a  trufy  civilized  and  mature 

So  it  is  that  we  can  salety  conclude  that 
me  acceptable  standard  ot  decency  which 
we  wish  our  society  to  maintain  is  in  no 
way  threatened  ot  challenged  by  our  tak- 
ing, as  a  society,  a  lolcant  and  mature 
approach  to  those  homosexuals  who  are 
not  breaking  the  law  and  who  seek  only 
the  nght  lo  live  normally  in  society  with- 
out fear  of  persecution  or  discrimination 
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The  liberation  ol  homosexuals  can 
only  be  (he  work  of  homosexuals 
themselves." 

Kurt  Hlller  1921 
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Editorial 


An  Exciting  Precedent 

In  the  last  issue  ol  The  Body  Politic  we 
reported  a  landmark  decision  by  a  Board 
of  Inquiry  appointed  by  the  British 
Columbia  Human  Rights  Commission 
The  Board  ruled  that,  in  refusing  to 
publish  an  ad  submitted  by  the  Van- 
couver Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Ihe 
Vancouver  Sun  had  discnminaled 
against  gay  people  and  violated  the 
British  Columbia  Human  Righls  Act.  For 
Ihe  first  time  ever,  a  government  body 
has  ruled  that  gay  people  are  entitled  to 
the  same  righls  as  everyone  else. 

An  exciting  precedent  But  there  was 
more   In  its  13-page  |udgment,  the  Board 
went  beyond  the  particular  case  before  it 
and  beyond  the  general  issue  of  the 
rights  ol  gay  people  to  discuss  the  place 
of  gay  people  in  Canadian  society 
Among  the  findings  of  Ihe  Board  were 
the  following: 

—  lesbians  and  homosexuals  are  nol 
unnatural. 

—  lesbians  and  homosexuals  are  neither 
sick  nor  disordered; 

—  lesbians  and  homosexuals  consti- 
tute as  much  as  one-tenth  of  the  popu- 
lation; 

—  lesbians  and  homosexuals  do  not 
pose  a  threat  to  society; 

—  lesbians  and  homosexuals  are  haras- 
sed and  perseouled. 

These  findings  will  undoubtedly  be  a 
surpnse  to  many  people.  But  they  should 
not  surpnse  gays,  for  the  Board  of 
Inquiry  has  merely  repeated  what  the 
gay  liberation  movement  has  been 
saying  all  along.  And  in  doing  so,  the 
Board,  an  impartial  body,  has  admitted 
that  the  gay  liberation  movement  has 
been  right  all  along 

The  ruling  against  the  Vancouver  Sun 
is  a  legal  opinion,  It  can  be  reversed  in 
the  courts,  and,  in  facl,  the  Sun  has  an- 
nounced that  it  will  appeal  But  what- 
ever the  ultimate  fate  of  Ihe  Board's  de- 
cision, its  statement  on  gay  people  can 
never  be  rescinded  or  erased  It  is  a 
matter  ol  public  record  and  a  lool  in  the 
hands  ol  all  gays,  vindicating  the  rallying 
ones  of  the  gay  movement  Gay  is  good; 
come  out;  gay  rights  now! 


Letters 


On  media  freaks 

Several  glanng  untruths  in  your  article 
about  The  Advocate  need  lo  be  cor- 
rected Contrary  lo  your  statements,  the 
new  Advocate  contains  more  hard  news 
from  more  places  than  the  old  How- 
ever, we  do  not  regard  news  as  includ- 
ing internecine  battles  of  gay  organiz- 
ations because  carrying  such  items  only 
encourages  media  freaks  and  dtvisrve- 
ness  Also  we  ate  a  national  magazine; 
consequently,  events  of  a  purely  local 
character  are  left  lo  the  large,  vigorous, 
and  growing  regional  gay  press  as  they 
should  be  This  shift  of  emphasis  has 
displeased  Gay  Movement  media  Ireaks 
It  saddens  us  to  see  good  journals,  like 
yours,  fall  inlo  their  trap 

Of  the  six  writers  who  objected  lo  my 
Opening  Space  in  The  Advocate  of 
January  14.  and  whose  comments  we 
earned  In  their  entirety,  five  stilt  write  for 

Your  misinterpretation  ol  my  Opening 
Space,  as  indicated  in  your  editorial,  is 
remarkable  indeed.  I  urged  gay  leaders 
lo  pay  more  attention  to  our  community 
so  that  our  organizations  mighl  grow 
larger  in  size  and  richer  in  resources 
You  chose  lo  regard  my  comments  as 
essentially  ihe  opposite  of  their  clear 
meaning.  You  seem  to  be  saying  thai 
only  gay  people  who  are  out  of  the  closei 
deserve  consideration  Thai  Is  an  elitist 
view  I 

David  B.  Goodsteln 
Publisher  -  The  Advocate 
San  Mateo,  California 

Insanely  vicious 

I  have  now  regularly  bought  your  paper 
lor  more  than  four  years,  and  have 
enjoyed  several  ol  its  articles  very  much, 
but  am  now  obliged  to  tell  you  thai  I  and 
B.P.  may  be  coming  to  a  parting  of  the 
ways. 

This  all  on  account  of  "Smallthlngs"  - 
very  small  matter  indeed,  as  I  read  it,  an 
insanely  vicious,  not  to  mention  humour- 
less little  cartoon.'  Whatever  possessed 
B.P.  editors  to  pnnt  it?  Some  one  of 
(hem  must  have  liked  il. 

It  seems  to  be  ironical  -  and  sad  -  that 
I  must  now  take  the  same  stand  with  the 
B.P.  as  I  formerly  did  with  the  Toronto 
Star  But  I  canno!  approve  cruelty  and 
ignorance,  and  will  most  certainly  not 
subsidize  il,  wherever  it  may  appear 

G  Ostroms  mischievous  piece  has 
made  my  flesh  crawl  for  the  last  lime. 
Regretfully, 
At-the-cross  roads 
Toronto 

Lesbian  club  slammed 

Oppression  is  alive  and  thriving  in  the 
form  of  the  management  of  the  Blue  Jay 
Club  on  Pape  and  Getrard  in  Toronto, 
The  "Stretch  and  Seal"  ethics  of  the 
rather  tired  old  women  who  run  the  so- 
called  Gay  Club  serve  not  only -to  protect 
the  "trendy"  clientele  from  real  men  but 
from  real  people 

Incident:  I  arrived  at  the  above 
mentioned  club  with  a  male  friend  who 
had  in  his  possession  long  hair  and  an 
equally  long  beard  (both  immaculate).  I 
was  told  he  must  be  refused  admission 
on  the  grounds  that  he  looked  too 


straight"  When  he  asked  why  he  was 
being  refused  admittance  he  was  merely 
told  that  his  clothes  were  nol  suitable, 
whereupon  he  left,  justifiably  angry 
Upon  his  departure  I  was  bombarded 
with  "You  should  know  better  than  to 
bnng  in  Something  that  looks  like  you 
dragged  him  in  off  Yonge  St" 

Moral:  Why  in  hell  shouldn't  I  bnng  In 
Someone  who  looks  like  he's  dragged  In 
off  Yonge  St.?  I  am  a  gay  woman.  II  is 
supposed  to  be  a  gay  club,  why  am  I 
being  forced  into  a  role  already  picked 
out  tor  me  by  Ihe  management?  In  a 
public  place  it  is  my  nght  lo  associate 
wilh  whom  I  please  and  relate  to  them 
as  I  see  fit.  I,  along  with  Ihe  rest  of  the 
robots  in  there,  keep  those  people  going. 
Lets  have  a  little  Public  Servitude 

Mow  off  my  rights  as  an  unclassified 
gay  woman,  and  onto  his  as  an 
unclassified  gay  male  He  was  refused 
admittance  only  because  he  did  not  look 
like  a  Gay  Male   I  am  young  and  maybe 
a  little  naive,  but  what  in  bloody  hell  is  a 
gay  male  supposed  lo  look  like?  Is  there 
only  one  kind  o I  gay  male,  or  lor  that 
matter  gay  person?  Is  that  even 
desirable?  If  not  then  why  do  clubs  keep 
pushing  for  a  stereotype?  Are  we  going 
to  continually  oppress  ourselves  just 
because  we've  grown  used  to  oppression 
since  medieval  times?  Is  It  just  done  out 
of  habit  or  is  the  management  ol  Ihe 
Blue  Jay  Club  realty  as  mealy-mouthed, 
repressive  and  as  backward  as  It  seems. 


See  feature  article  page  17 


Mindlessness 

Glad  to  see  your  review  ol  C.A,  Tripp's 
The  Homosexual  Matrix.  Sometimes  It 
seems  thai  only  The  Body  Politic  Is  gay 

enough  to  get  things  straight  This  is  the 
only  review  I've  seen  thai  faces  the 
serious  issues  Tripp  so  bungllngly  raises. 

The  homophobes  in  the  straight  press 
are  forgivable  for  their  mindlessness  in 
attacking  all  gay  people  through  Ihis 
book.  Forgivable  because  expectable 
Homophobia  Is  mindlessness 

The  unforgivable  mindlessness  came 
from  the  gay  people  who  reviewed  the 
book  uncntically  Or  those  who  gave  il 
the  advance  puffery  that  sold  hundreds 
of  copies. 


Write 


If  you  have  never  written  lo  a  magaz- 
ine or  newspaper  before,  write  to  us. 
We  listen.  If  you  have,  then  write 
again  The  Body  Politic  is  especially 
sensitive  to  fetters  because  they  are 
one  of  the  most  effective  ways  of 
monitoring  the  response  ol  our 
readers  Sales  figures  can  only  tell  us 
so  much,  but  your  wntten  comments 
about  specific  subjects,  your  opinions, 
your  voice,  can  take  part  in  this  con- 
tinuing creative  process;  participatory 
journalism,  a  fundamental  aspect  of 
The  Body  Politic 

Take  the  lime  lo  write  It's  easy 
when  you  know  that  on  the  other  end 
someone  is  eager  to  read  what  you 
have  to  say  Write  and  Participate 


The  Body  Politic  has  moved  Its 
edilonal  offices  are  now  located  at  24 
Duncan  St  on  the  fifth  floor  Our  mailing 

dre  =  i  remains  the  same:  Box  7289, 
Siation  A,  Toronto 

The  paper  had  shared  offices  with  the 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  at  193 
Carlton  for  the  last  two  years  GATE  is 
remaining  at  that  address,  but  they  have 
a  new  telephone  number  964-0148  The 
Body  Pontic's  new  number  is  863-6320 

The  new  offices  provide  the  paper  with 
considerably  more  space  than  we  had  at 
193  Carlion  The  Body  Politic  is  sharing 
the  premises  wilh  the  Canadian  Gay 
Archives 


NEW! 


Ottawa 


Victory 

at  Ottawa  city  hall 


Ottawa  has  become  the  second  city  in 
Canada  to  prohibit  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  homosexuals  in  municipal 
employment.  The  decision  came  at  a 
regular  meeting  ol  Ottawa  City  Council 
Aphl  5  alter  more  than  a  year  ol  work  by 
Gays  of  Ottawa  (GO) 

Council  voted  to  adopl  the  following 
resolution:  "It  is  the  policy  of  the  City  ol 
Ottawa  in  matters  ot  employmenl  to  hire 
on  the  basis  ot  ment,  which  shall  include 
a  determination  ol  suitability  based  on 
education,  training,  experience  and  pre- 
determined physical  and  personal  char- 
acteristics " 

"As  set  forth  in  collective  agreement- 
there  shall  be  no  discnmmation  against 
any  person  ...  because  ol  race,  creed, 
color,  ancestry,  age.  sex.  marital  status, 
political  end  religious  affiliations  or  place 
ol  resid<  "?e  and,  in  addilion,  ...  there 
shall  be    a  discrimination  on  !he  basis  of 
sexual  orientation..." 

Council  passed  the  resolution  unan- 
imously after  a  shod  debate  in  which 
alderman  Rolf  Hosenack  declared  "We 
should  be  proud  to  have  the  opportun- 
ity lo  endorse  such  a  humaniiarian' 
stance".  Controller  Garry  Guzzo  said  the 
resolution  was  not  a  change  in  policy  or 
practice,  but  rather  whal  had  previous- 
ly been  given  "lip  service"  reduced  to 
writing 

Mayor  Lorry  Green  berg  stated  that  the 
resolution  would  be  incorporated  info  col- 
lective agreements  between  the  city  and 
the  Ottawa- Carle  ton  Public  Employment 
Union  (Canadian  Union  of  Public  Em- 
ployees local  503)  and  other  unions  or 
associalions  representing  employees 
The  resolution  covers  all  city  employees, 
including  the  police  and  fire  departments 

About  thirty  gay  activists  were  preseni 
in  the  public  galleries  lo  applaud  Coun- 
cil's decision. GO  president  Denis 
LeBlanc  declared  "This  resolution  Is  a 
very  important  step  in  the  recognition  of 
civil  and  human  rights  for  gay  people 
Coming  in  the  national  capital,  such  a 
precedent  puts  strong  moral  pressure  on 
other  levels  o(  government  to  enacl 
similar  protective  laws  We  hope  that  the 
federal  and  provincial  governments  will 
soon  follow  suit." 

The  resolution  was  the  result  ol  more 
than  a  year  ol  work  Dy  the  GO  Political 
Action  Committee.  In  April  1975' LeBlanc 
and  GO  member  Paul  Wise  prepared  a 
brief,  Civil  Rights  ot  Homosexuals  In 
City  Employment,  which  was  presented 
to  members  of  Board  of  Control  and  to 
all  councillors. 

The  brief  was  subsequently  referred  to 
City  Personnel  Services  Commissioner 
Pi  J  Wilson  who  stated  publicly  on  CBC 
radio  "Homosexuals  should  not  be 
allowed  to  work  in  jobs  which  allow 
contact  with  children"  National  Capital 
R  eg  ion  Civil  Liberties  Association  presi- 
dent Kame  Kozolanka  replied  in  a  letter 
to  Board  of  Control  "Such  a  statement  is 
outrageously  discn minatory"  and  urged 
the  Board  to  review  I  he  situation.  The 
Ottawa  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers)  also 
wrote  to  the  Board  in  support  of  the  brief 

In  June  1975  GO  representatives  Ron 
Dayman  and  Charlie  Hill  met  with  Mayor 
Lorry  Greenberg  to  discuss  the  intro- 
duction of  a  resolution  in  Council  which 
would  protect  the  rights  of  gays 
employed  by  Ihe  city  The  following 
August  Dayman  and  GO  member  Marie 
Robertson  made  an  oral  presentation  lo 
Board  of  Control.  They  pointed  oul  thai 
"without  a  specific  directive  lo  Personnel, 
discriminatory  policies  vis-a-vis  homo- 
sexuals have  the  open  authorization  of 
Board  of  Control'1  as  illustrated  by  Com- 
missioner Wilson's  statement. 

The  Board  decided  to  consider  the 
matter  and  directed  Wilson  to  undertake 
a  study  of  legislation  passed  by  other 
municipalities 

By  last  December  GO  had  received  no 


further  communication  from  City  Hall. 
After  some  investigation  it  was 
discovered  that  no  action  was  being 
planned  and  that  Wilson  had  not  yet  sub- 
mitted his  report  LeBlanc  wrote  to  the 
Board  of  Control  to  complain  about  the 
unusual  delay  and  urged  it  to  act 

Finally,  at  the  Board  meeting  of  last 
March  9.  Wilson  and  D.V.  Hambimg 
presented  their  report  The  report,  though 
skimpy,  reviewed  the  legislation  passed 
by  Toronto  and  Detroit  At  the  following 
Board  meeting  on  March  23.  a  drat 
resolution  was  unanimously  accepted 
without  debate  and  was  sent  to  City 
Council  for  confirmation. 

Speaking  about  the  victory  in  City 
Council  afterwards,  LeBlanc  observed: 
"The  victory  itself  is  not  the  only  import- 
ant thing.  I  also  think  that  the  strategy 
used  by  Gays  ol  Ottawa  deserves  con- 
sideration Our  was  a  public  campaign, 
aimed  not  only  at  obtaining  the  legis- 
lation, but  also  at  getting  as  much  media 
coverage  as  possible  Through  our  one- 
year  campaign,  we  received  exhaustive 
coverage  ol  developments  on  five 
separate  occasions,  thus  keeping  the 
community  aware  of  our  actions  and 
creating  publicity  for  our  demands.  Press 
releases  were  issued  to  announce  each 
meeting  with  public  officials  and  when- 
ever decisions  were  laken  by  them." 
Coverage  included  press,  radio,  and  tele- 
vision in  both  languages 

Gays  of  Ottawa  has  gained  consider- 
able experience  from  the  project  and  is 
proud  of  its  accomplishments.  LeBlanc 
says  "We  hope  that  organizations  in 
cities  across  Canada  will  undertake 
similar  projects  and  that  we  will  see 
many  more  victories  for  gay  liberation  in 
this  country". 


national 


'Peace  and 
Security' 
threatens  gays 

The  federal  government  has  introduced 
its  long  promised  "peace  and  security" 
package,  a  law-and-order  bill  which  is 
supposedly  intended  to  clamp  down  on 
violent  crime.  The  legislation  gives  the 
state  increased  power  in  a  number  of 
areas,  particularly  that  of  wiretapping.  It 
has  been  condemned  by  most  human 
rights  organizations  across  the  country 
and  has  been  called  "the  most  regres- 
sive action  by  the  Government  since  the 
imposition  of  the  War  Measures  Act  in 
1970"  by  the  Canadian  Civil  Liberties 


The  bill  will  also  affect  Canadian 
homosexuals,  since  it  deals  with  the 
question  of  dangerous  (sexual) 
offenders'.  While  removing  Ihe  term 
dangerous  sexual  offenders'  from  the 
Criminal  Code,  the  bill  odes  not  in  any 
significant  way  change  the  impact  of  the 
law  on  'sexual  offenders'.  If  Ihe  bill  is 
enacted,  the  Criminal  Code  will  speak 
only  of  "dangerous  offenders ",  which 
would  include  both  perpetrators  of  violent 
crimes  and  sexual  offenders.  As  in  the 
past,  a  single  charge  ol  "indecent 
assault''  or  "gross  indecency"  (buggery, 
curiously  has  been  left  out.  this  seems  lo 
be  an  oversight  rather  than  a  policy  de- 
cision) and  corroboration  trom  two  psy- 
chiatrists that  an  individual  "has  shown  a 
failure  to  control  his  sex  impulses  and  a 
likelihood  of  his  causing  injury,  pain  or 
o&ierevil  to  other  persons.,  in  the  future" 
(our  emphasis)  will  be  sufficient  for  a 
court  to  put  a  person  away  in  a  federal 
penitentiary  for  an  indefinite  period  of 
time 


Whereas  the  Omnibus  Bill  of  1969 
legalized  homosexual  acts  between  con- 
senting adults  in  private,  moralistic  and 
vague  terms  such  as  "gross  indecency" 
remain  on  the  books  and  are  most  often 
used  in  the  case  of  homosexual  acts 
involving  persons  under  21  or  in  areas 
defined  as  public  places  (partes,  wash- 
rooms, parked  cars  or  anywhere  where  a 
third  person  is  present).  Even  though 
these  are  acts  ol  a  consensual  nature, 
they  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be 
considered  of  sufficient  danger  to  society 
to  merit  indefinite  confinement  in  the 
same  way  that  violent  crimes  are  Under 
the  new  amendments,  violence  and 
some  consensual  sexual  acts  will  be 
equaled 

The  introduction  of  this  legislation  is 
particularly  outrageous  at  this  time,  when 
the  government's  own  Law  Reform 
Commission  recently  called  for  repeal  of 
dangerous  sexual  offender'  legislation. 
Even  the  1969  report  of  the  Justice 
Department's  Committee  on  Corrections, 
which  made  recommendations  for  the 
present  bill,  pointed  out  the  real  injus- 
tices ol  such  legislation.  Moreover,  a 
1973  report  from  the  Solicitor-General's 
department  on  psychiatric  services  in 
penitentiaries  pointed  out  that  many  dan- 
gerous sexual  offenders  have  been 
wrongly  classified  as  such. 

Two  cases  of  'dangerous  sexual  offen- 
ders' have  been  of  particular  interest  to 
the  gay  community  Previous  to  the 
Omnibus  Bill  of  1969,  Everett  Klippert 
was  indefinitely  incarcerated  by  a  court 
in  the  Northwest  Territories  for  homo- 
sexual acts  with  a  consenting  adult  In 
private  (still  illegal  at  thai  time).  The 
government's  embarassment  over  the 
case  was  instrumental  in  forcing  the 
1969  Criminal  Code  amendments.  A 
second  case  is  that  ol  John  Roestad, 
presently  imprisoned  indefinitely  in 
Kingston  Penitentiary  for  sexual  acts  with 
persons  under  21  (see  The  Body  Politic 
#15). 

Since  one  of  the  demands  of  the 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalmen  (NGRC)  is 
repeal  of  legislation  providing  for  indel- 
inite  confinement  of  'dangerous  sexual 
offenders'  and  a  review  of  all  cases  ot 
such  indefinite  confinement  -  there  are 
thought  to  be  about  60  -  the  national 
organization  immediately  issued  a  press 
release  denouncing  the  bill.  They  called 
the  dangerous  (sexual)  offenders'  legis- 
lation "one  of  the  most  extreme  meas- 
ures at  the  disposal  of  the  Canadian 
legal  system  to  oppress  its  homosexual 
minority"   Letters  of  protest  were  sent  lo 
the  Solicitor-General  and  the  Minister  of 


Justice. 

NGRC  representatives  Ron  Dayman 
and  David  Garmalse  met  with  New 
Democratic  Party  justice  critic.  Stuart 
Leggatt  on  March  1 9  to  outline  the 
coalition's  programme  and  to  explain 
more  particularly  NGRC's  objections  to 
the  'dangerous  sexual  offender'  legis- 
lation. They  asked  Leggatt  and  the  NDP 
to  pressure  for  amendments  to  the  bill 
during  committee  stage.  It  was  pointed 
oul  that  as  a  minimum  measure  "gross 
indecency'1  should  be  removed  from  the 
list  of  offences  punishable  by  indefinite 
confinement.  Leggatt  agreed  on  this  and 
promised  to  seek  NDP  caucus  support. 
Debate  on  second  reading  has  now  been 
completed  and  the  bill  will  shortly  be 
before  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Justice  and  Legal  Affairs  which  is  expec- 
ted to  accept  a  limited  number  ol  public 
presentations.  NGRC  has  requested  and 
been  granted  permission  to  appear 
before  the  committee  and  is  presently 
preparing  a  brief  for  presentation.  All 
individuals  and  organizations  are  in  the 
meantime  urged  to  write  their  MP's  con- 
cerning this  matter. 


Saskatoon 


Governors  dilute 
university  policy 
on  gays 

The  Board  of  Governors  oUhe  Univer- 
sity of  Saskatchewan,  in  a  decision 
made  public  April  21,  has  overturned  a 
recommendation  by  University  Council 
that  homosexuality  should  not  be  a 
consideration  m  the  selection  of  dons  of 
residence  The  Board,  however,  let  stand 
the  Council's  recommendation  that 
sexual  orientation  should  not  be  a  factor 
in  the  treatment  of  faculty  and  extended 
it  to  include  students. 

The  new  policy  is  a  partial  conces- 
sion to  the  Committee  to  Defend  Doug 
Wilson,  which  has  demanded  the 
adoption  of  an  explicit  policy  of  non- 
discrimination against  gays  throughout 
the  university  Wilson  is  a  U  of  S  student 
prohibiled  from  supervising  practice 
teachers  because  of  his  involvement  with 
the  gay  movement 

The  University  Council  appointed  a 
Special  Committee  of  seven  faculty 
members  and  two  students  last  October 
to  investigate  and  formulate  a  policy  The 


Body     Poifttc/3 
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Committee  heard  presentations  from  a 
number  of  concerned  individuals  from  all 
areas  of  campus  tire  After  five  months  of 
consideration  ihe  Special  Committee 
presented  its  repon  to  Council  in  March 

The  Committee  recommended  the 
adoption  of  Ihe  following  statement  ot 
policy 

t /University  faculty  shall  be  employed, 
assigned  to  duties  and  evaluated  on  the 
basis  of  academic  qualifications  and 
competence  Personal  conOuei  and  Ihe 
qualities  of  a  faculty  member,  induding 
the  fact  thai  he  or  she  is  heterosexual  or 
homosexual  shall  not  be  considered 
unless  they  affect  Ihe  performance  of  his 
or  her  functions  or  Ihe  proper  activilies  of 
Ihe  University 

2/ln  areas  where  University  activities 
and  (unctions  require  the  cooperation  of 
the  community  at  large,  such  as  in 
providing  learning  expenences  'or 
studenis.  Ihe  University  musl  be  aware 
ol  and  responsible  lo  the  policies  and 
requirements  ot  others, 

3/The  decision  lo  appoint  a  don  ot  res- 
idence musl  be  made  on  the  basis  ol 
attnbules  such  as  administration  skills, 
character,  personality  and  the  ability  of 
the  individual  lo  function  effectively 
Homosexuality  or  helerosexuallty  should 
not  be  considered  a  barrier  to  or  requis- 
ite lor  being  a  don  ot  residence.  Any 
attempt  by  a  don  lo  impose  sexual  pal-  - 
terns  ot  conduct  on  residents  is  a  vio- 
lation of  his  position  of  trust. 

A  minority  report  was  presented  along 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Special 
Committee  objecting  to  Ihe  second 
section  as  being  loo  vague  and 
unworkable  Council  apparently  agreed 
and  voted  down  the  second  section, 
while  voting  for  the  other  two  sections 
Council  also  Included  a  section  in  Ihe 
statement  of  policy  adding  students 
acting  m  a  (acuity  capacity  to  the  pro- 
tected list. 

There  is  no  means  of  appealing  the 
Board's  decision,  save  public  protest. 
Letters  protesting  this  decision  should  be 
senl  to  The  Chairperson.  Board  of 
Governors,  University  of  Saskatchewan 
Saskatoon  S7N  OWO 

by  Doug  Hellqulsi 
and  Peter  MlllardG 

Festivities  open 
new  centre 

The  Gay  Community  Centre  of 
Saskatoon  marked  the  official  opening  of 
its  new  premises  March  26  with  a  ribbon- 
cutting  ceremony  The  ribbon  was  cut  by 
Doug  Hellquist,  founding  presidenl  of  the 
Centre 

The  Centre  has  been  in  operation  for 
over  lour  years  now  The  increased 


space  in  the  new  premises  at  310  20th 
Street  East  will  allow  for  an  expansion  ol 
activilies  and  services.  In  its  four  years, 
the  number  o'  people  who  regularly  use 
the  services  arid  facilities  of  the  Centre 
has  grown  from  50  to  over  500 

Invitations  to  the  opening  were 
extended  to  a  number  ot  politicians  at 
the  municipal,  provincial,  and  federal 
levels  and  lo  people  involved  in  the 
social  service  relet  in  the  Saskatoon 
area.  Only  three  ot  those  invited  had 
enough  concern  lor  the  gay  community 
to  come  and  celebrale  the  opening. 


Wilson  case 
abandoned 


Doug  Wilson  and  the  committee  formed 
lo  defend  him  have  decided  lo  cease 
pursuing  his  case  any  further.  In  a 
decision  handed  down  in  January,  the 
Saskatchewan  Court  ol  Queen's  Bench 
ruled  that  the  term  sex  as  used  in  the 
Saskatchewan  Human  Rights  Act  dtd  not 
include  or  cover  sexual  onentation  The 
Committee  lo  Delend  Doug  Wilson  feels 
thai  any  further  action  would  produce 
high  legal  tees  without  yielding  any 
gains 

The  Commrttee  has  decided  lo  remain 
In  existence,  however,  and  lo  press, 
under  a  changed  name  and  formal,  lor 
changes  in  (he  Saskatchewan  Human 
Rights  Act  Now  lhal  Ihe  courts  have 
determined  that  gay  people  are  not  pro- 
tected by  the  law  under  the  term  *sex\ 
ihe  Committee  feels  that  politicians  can 
no  longer  suggest  recourse  to  a  judicial 
re- in  terp  re  la  lion  of  Ihe  law  in  order  lo 
avoid  legislating  such  protection. 

by  Doug  Hellqulsi  L_ 


IlirTiiiH 

Forum  discusses 
gay  rights 

Gay  McGill  sponsored  a  public  forum 
March  30  on  the  McGill  University  cam- 
pus entitled  "Civil  Rights  for  Gay  People 
How  do  we  gel  them?"  Three  speakers 
addressed  the  audience  ol  approximately 
40  on  gay  nghts  at  the  federal,  pro- 
vincial and  local  levels.  They  were  Ron 
Oayman,  outgoing  Secretary  of  Ihe 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition,  Tony 
Farebrother  ot  the  Montreal  Gay  Times 
Collective,  and  Luc  Dore,  who  was  active 
in  ihe  civil  liberties  committee  which  last 
year  lobbied  for  inclusion  of  "sexual 
onentation''  in  Ihe  Quebec  Human  Rights 


Charter.  The  presentations  and  the 
subsequent  discussion  focused  on  the 
adequacy  of  the  civil  nghts  struggle  as  a 
first  pnonty  for  the  gay  movemenl  and  on 
public  action  versus  political  lobbying  as 
a  strategy  for  the  gay  ngnls 
movemenl. 

This  is  the  first  in  what  is  hoped  to  be 
a  senes  ot  public  torums  organized  by 
the  Political  Action  Commrttee  of  Gay 
McGill  with  a  view  to  motivating  discus- 
sion on  the  question  of  gay  nghts  in 
Quebec  Though  there  have  been  and 
are  still  a  vanety  of  gay  organizations  in 
that  province,  there  has  been  no  group 
specifically  onented  to  Ihe  gay  civil  nghts 
Struggle 

Government 
finances  gay 
counselling  service 

A  comprehensive  gay  counselling  and 
phone-line  service,  partially  lunded  by 
Ihe  Quebec  government  through  the 
Family  Service  Association  of  Montreal, 
was  expected  lo  be  in  full  operation  by 
earty  May 

Family  Services  Association  has  had  a 
small  respectable  gay  counselling 
service  for  some  lime,  and  its  capacity 
began  lo  expand  last  year  with  the 
appointment  ol  gay  staff  members  In 
recent  months  a  group  of  19  men  have 
been  trained  to  operate  the  phone-line 
and  to  act  as  peer  counsellors.  A  second 
group,  composed  ot  seven  women,  will 
complele  their  training  shortly 

A  caller  to  Ihe  phone-line  can  be  refer- 
red lo  a  peer  counsellor,  lo  a  conscious- 
ness-raising group,  or  lo  a  professional 
counsellor  when  necessary 

There  was  some  pessimism  aboul  the 
proiect  in  March,  when  ii  seemed  mat  A 
the  salaries  of  Ihe  onginal  gay  staff 
members  would  noi  be  continued.  How- 
ever, this  fear  has  been  removed  lor  the 
time  being,  A  spokesperson  tor  the 
volunteers  staff  indicated  lhat  Ihe  future 
of  the  service  will  depend  on  whether  the 
gay  community  makes  use  ol  it 

The  government,  al  this  point,  may  not 
have  any  strong  commitment  to  gay 
services.  But  Ihe  expenmeni  is 
apparently  going  lo  get  off  the  ground. 

by  John  Blacklock". 


Gays  participate  in 
women's  march 

A  group  of  thirty  gays  participated  March 
8  in  Quebec's  first  International  Women's 
Day  march.  The  gay  contingent  was  or- 
ganized by  members  of  Gay  McGill  and 


the  Groupe  homosfixuei  d  action  politique 
(GHAP) 

GHAP.  a  Montreal  group  with  a  social- 
ist perspective,  had  distnbuted  several 
thousand  lea  He  Is  in  the  city's  gay  com- 
munity, calling  on  gays  lo  support 
women's  issues  by  participating  in  Ihe 
march  The  leaflet  staled  m  pan  (hat  "we 
believe  lhat  Ihe  late  of  gays  who  are 
demanding  recognition  is  strongly  lied  to 
the  progress  ot  women  in  struggle  They, 
like  we.  are  Ihe  first  lo  pay  Ihe  costs  of 
the  sexual  roles  imposed  by  the  system" 

Aboul  a  thousand  people  look  pad  in 
the  march,  which  was  sponsored  by  an 
interurvon  committee  ol  the  Common 
Front  The  Common  From  is  composed 
ot  Quebec's  three  major  labor  feder- 
ations and  a  majonty  ol  lis  members  are 
women. 

The  Common  Front  has  recently  un- 
dertaken a  militant  campaign  against  the 
economic  policies  ol  the  federal  and  pro- 
vincial governments.  The  demonslration, 
supported  by  a  number  ol  women's  and 
leftist  groups  locussed  on  a  wide 
variety  ot  women's  issues,  including  day 
care,  equal  pay  for  work  ot  equal  value, 
abortion  and  contraception, 

The  gay  contingent  was  significant  in 
thai  il  was  only  the  third  time  that 
Quebec  gays  have  demonstrated  pub- 
licly As  yet,  no  independent  gay  protest 
has  taken  place  in  that  province 

GHAP  hopes  lhal  a  gay  movemenl 
can  be  initiated  by  an  alliance  of  the  gay 
struggle  with  those  ol  leftist,  workers  and 
women's  groups.  The  contingent 
received  a  mixed  reaction  and  was 
generally  ignored  by  the  media,  as  was 
the  entire  demonstration 

GHAP,  which  organized  gay 
parttcipalion  in  last  years  May  Day 
march,  intends  lo  do  so  again  this  year 
by  Ron  Dayman  C 


Halifax 


CBC  bans  gay 
announcements 

A  CBC  radio  station  in  Halifax  has  " 
refused  lo  air  a  public  service  announce- 
ment for  a  local  gay  liberation  group, 

The  group,  Ihe  Gay  Alliance  for  Equal- 
ity (GAE),  tried  to  place  an  announce- 
ment publicizing  its  'Gayline',  a 
telephone  information  and  counselling 
service  which  the  group  provides  lo 
the  community 

When  it  tried  to  submit  the 
announcement.  GAE  was  lold  by  a 
represeniative  of  CBH,  the  CBC  outlet 
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tn  Halifax,  that  the  CBC  has  a  national 
policy  against  accepting  public  an- 
nouncements Irom  homophile  organiz- 
ations 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
(NGRC).  o)  which  GAE  is  one  of  27 
members  has  wntten  to  CBC  President 
Al  Johnson  to  protest  Ihis  discrimination 
and  to  enquire  whether  such  a 

national  policy  does  in  tad  exist. 

"II  il  does.'"  said  NGRC  spokesperson 
David  Garmaise.  it  is  a  Blatant  example 
o'  discrimination  against  Canada's  homo- 
sexual minority  This  is  especially  intoler- 
able as  it  is  practiced  by  a  public  cor- 
poration supported  by  the  taxes  ol  gay 
people" 

The  CBC  has  not  yet  replied  to  the 
NGRC  letter. 

from  NGRCD 

GAU  comes  to  BC 

A  chapter  of  the  Gay  Academic  Union 
has  been  formed  in  British  Columbia  at 
the  initiative  of  Michael  Elliot- Hurst, 
former  head  of  the  Simon  Fraser  Geo- 
graphy Department   Elliot-Hurst  has  a 
wide  reputation  in  Canada  and  the  US  as 
an  outspoken  delender  ol  academic  free- 
dom, civil  liberties,  and  gay  nghts  (see 
The  Body  Politic  #20) 

The  Peak,  the  SFU  student  news- 
paper and  The  BC  Teacher  were 
reluctant  to  accept  an  ad  about  the  new 
group  The  execulive  ol  the  BC  Teachers 
Federation  finally  approved  the  ad  lor  its 
organ.  Last  fall  the  executive  failed  to 
make  any  response  to  a  request  to  sup- 
port Doug  Wilson. 

(rom  Gay  TideD 

Student  paper  carries 
gay  supplement 

The  Charlatan,  (he  Carieton  University 
student  newspaper,  published  a  special 
gay  supplement  in  its  February  20th 
issue  Entitled  Coming  Out ,  the  three- 


page  section  included  articles  on  Gays  ol 
Ottawa.  Gay  People  at  Carieton,  The 
Gay  Academic  Union,  the  Ottawa  gay 
ghetto  and  two  general  pieces,  one  on 
lesbians  and  one  on  gay  men 

Group  harassed, 
university  plans 
'action1 

The  McMaster  Homophile  Association 
has  been  the  victim  of  continued  harass- 
ment on  the  McMaster  campus  in 
Hamilton.  In  March  an  unknown  person 
smashed  two  large  plate  glass  windows 
at  the  site  of  an  On  Campus  dance 
organized  by  the  group.  On  two  other 
occasions  fire  alarms  were  pulled  during 
the  dances. 

The  university  security  chief,  instead  ol 
attempting  to  apprehend  the  culpnts,  has 
stated  that  he  will  recommend  that  the 
McMaster  group  have  all  its  campus  pri- 
vileges withdrawn.  It  is  unclear  how  the 
gay  group  will  respond  to  such  a  move 

Mississauga  group 
elects  officers, 
plans  program 

A  committee  has  been  set  up  to  draff 
a  constitution  for  a  new  Toronto-area 
group:  Gays  of  Mississauga. 

As  well,  a  temporary  executive  was 
chosen.  Elgin  Blair  was  elected  co- 
ordinator, Jim  Sarandou  secretary  and 
Alan  Parton  treasurer. 

The  group  held  a  discussion  on  "Com- 
ing Out"  on  April  28  and  is  planning  a 
nature  hike  followed  by  a  soup  and  sand- 
wich supper  and  discussion  on  May  16. 
Business  meetings  will  be  held  on  May  5 
and  31. 

For  more  information  contact  Box  193, 
Station  A,  Mississauga,  Ont 


The  Coalition 
for  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario 

brings  together  15  gay  groups 
across  Ihe  province  to  fight  for 
rights 


Current  Activities: 

1 .  Committee  to  defend  John 
Damien 

2.  Winning  protection  for  gay 
people  under  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code 

3.  Preparation  of  a  unit  ol 
study  on  homosexuality,  to 
present  to  local  school 


Write  to  us  lor  a  copy  of  The 
Homosexual  Minority  in  Ontario 
documentingdiscrimination 
against  gay  women  and  men. 
Price  $1.50 

Or, 


For  Information: 

193  Carlton  Street 
Toronto,  M5A  2K7 

Telephone:  (416)964-0148 


247A  Wellesley  East 


You  can  be  gay... 


Body  Polhlc/5 


WIWI 


Cutbacks  hit 
lesbians 

J  Ellen  Agger.  3  member  of  the  Wages 
■  Due  Collective,  spoke  March  11  at  a  rally 
'  on  the  University  ol  Toronto  campus. 
The  rally,  organized  10  oppose  provin- 
cial government  cutbacks  on  social 
services,  was  attended  by  400  people 
Representatives  of  various  commun- 
ity groups,  daycare  groups,  trade  unions, 
and  senior  citizens  groups  spoke  at  the 
rally  Wages  Due,  which  was  last  on  the 
agenda,  was  the  only  group  to  speak 
about  how  the  cutbacks  affect  lesbian 
women 

Wages  Due 
Lesbians  and  the 
Family  Allowance 
Protest 

■The  lesbian  women  in  Wages  Due  are 
also  part  of  the  Toronlo  Wages  for 
House  work  Committee  and  ol  the  Com- 
mittee-launched Family  Allowance  Pro- 
les!. All  of  the  government's  recent  cut- 
backs nil  women  hardest  We  know  that 
when  women  are  under  atlack  our 
struggle  as  lesbian  women  must  be  more 
concerted  and  public  than  ever,  The 
Family  Allowance  Proles  I  has  given  us 
the  opportunity  to  begin  to  be  a  vocal 


and  visible  force 

•  When  we  go  door-10-door  asking 
women  to  sign  the  petition  (see  below), 
when  we  canvass  at  supermarkets,  when 
we  go  to  groups  of  women,  or  on  radio 
or  TV.  either  as  the  Committee  or  as 
Wages  Due,  we  always  speak  specifical- 
ly about  Ihe  impact  ol  the  cut-backs  on 
lesbian  women. 

•  The  Wages  Due  endorsemenl  ol  the 
petition  (most  of  which  is  included  in  the 
speech  below)  is  being  arculaled  across 
North  Amehca  While  we  were  nervous 
at  first  about  identifying  ourselves  openly 
as  lesbian,  women's  response  to  the 
endorsement  has  been  extremely 
positive.  They  say.  "Why  not?",  or,  "Of 
course";  a  few  women  have  looked  up 
pleased,  saying,  "Me  loo.  but  I  can't  say 
anything  now:  my  husband's  in  Ihe 
kitchen"  One  woman  replied  10  our  rap 
by  saying,  "That  makes  sense.  We're  all 
the  same;  it's  the  same  floor  we  have  to 
scrub". 

•  One  of  us  spoke  last  month  as  a  les- 
bian about  the  Family  Allowance  Protest 
at  the  Coalition  Against  the  Cutbacks 
Rally,  in  front  of  an  audience  of  several 
hundred  people  (see  below) 

•  We  have  asked  every  lesbian  and  gay 
group  in  Canada  to  endorse  the  petition. 

Wages  Due  Lesbians  will  be  organiz- 
ing more  and  more  publicly,  putting  for- 
ward the  situation  and  struggles  of 
lesbian  women  As  our  buttons  say.  we 
and  millions  more  of  us  are  and  will  be 
Coming  Out  With  Wages  lor  House- 
work". 


April  3rd  demonstration  against  the  cutbacks 

The  petition 


Hands  oft  Ihe  Family  Allowance 

No  inereua  In  Baby  Bonus.         Ihe-  S30  000  sakvy 

The  S220.000  0W)  Baby  Bonus 


Address  to 
March  11 

cut-backs  rally  by 
Ellen  Agger 

I  am  a  member  of  a  lesbian  group  called 
Wages  Due  Lesbians  have  been  shut  up 
ffor  too  long.  As  usual,  we  have  gotten 
pushed  to  the  end.  Wages  Due  is  a  group 
of  lesbians  who  want  wages  for  house- 
work. We  endorse  the  petition  "Hands 
Off  the  Family  Allowance"  which  the 
Toronto  Wages  for  Housework  Commit- 
tee is  circulating  for  the  following 
reasons; 

—  The  cutbacks  thai  the  government 
has  introduced  hit  women  the  hardest. 
As  lesbians  often  withoul  the  income  of  a 
husband,  we  are  dependent  on  govern- 
ment benefits  or  our  second  jobs  for 
money  -  the  (obs  that  have  been  threat- 
ened by  the  cutbacks. 

—  The  largest  cutback  so  far  has  been 
the  Family  Allowance.  Mothers  are  being 
asked  once  more  to  lead  the  way  in  self- 
sacrifice.  And  now  Ihe  government  is  tel- 
ling us  thai  welfare  mothers  musl  go  oul 
to  work  As  if  housework  and  raising 
children  isn'l  work. 

Many  lesbians  are  mothers  who  de- 
pend on  the  baby  bonus  lo  supplement 
an  already  meagre  income  Since  we 
have  the  fhreal  of  losing  custody  of  our 
children  constantly  hanging  over  us,  it  is 
hard  lor  us  to  fight  against  the  cutbacks 
and  (he  enforced  double  workload  they 
bring. 

—  Lesbians  all  over  ihe  world  have 
made  a  strong  bid  for  the  rights  we  need 
and  are  denied  under  this  system  -  Ihe 
righi  to  custody  ot  our  children,  to  job 
security,  to  the  end  ol  discrimination  from 
landlords,  schools,  employers,  and  so 
on  We  have  done  this  by  being  a  visible 
force  wherever  possible.  Bui  lor  most 
lesbians  our  existence  is  still  under- 
ground. Through  these  cutbacks  we  are 
being  forced  even  further  underground. 
As  the  cnsis  continues  women  are  being 
forced  to  depend  much  more  on  a  man's 
wages  This  means  lor  lesbians  thai  it's 
going  to  be  harder  to  fight  openly  All 
the  Independence  from  men  that  we 
have  fought  for  as  lesbian  women  Is 
under  attack. 

The  only  solution  to  this  situation  is 
economic  Independence  for  all 
women.  So  that  we  can  all  have  ihe 
power  lo  determine  our  own  lives, 
whether  we  wan!  to  be  lesbians  or  not. 
And  this  means  to  be  paid  for  all  the 
housework  we  already  do  in  our  homes 
and  in  our  paid  jobs. 

As  lesbians,  we  want  wages  lor 
housework  so  that  we  are  no  longer 
forced  lo  hide  our  lesbianism  We're  not 
going  to  lei  them  take  away  what  we 
have  gained  and  we  want  more  -  not 
just  a  bigger  piece  ot  Ihe  pie  -  we  want 
the  whole  bakery' 

There  have  been  calls  here  tonight  lor 
us  lo  support  the  organized  labor  move- 
ment. Women  have  been  supporting  Ihe 
trade  union  movement  with  our  unpaid 
labor  since  il  began.  And  now  we  wani 
the  trade  union  movement  lo  support  us 
women  lor  a  change  Thank  you.  □ 


Damien  case: 
minister  interferes, 
government  agen- 
cies collaborate 

Documents  presented  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Ontario  by  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission  (OHRC)  have 
revealed  thai  Labor  Minister  Bene 
Stephenson,  whose  department  admmis- 
lers  Ihe  Onlano  Human  Rights  Code 
improperly  intervened  to  influence  the 
decision  of  Ihe  Commission  in  the 
Damien  case  last  December  At  that  time 
the  OHRC  rejected  arguments  by 
Damien  counsel  Harry  Kopyto  lhat  gays 
are  covered  in  the  Code  under  Ihe  lerm 
sen  and  Ihe  Commission  re 'used  to 
appoint  a  Board  of  Inquiry  to  Investigate 
the  dismiss*  ot  John  Damien, 

Damien  subsequently  launched  a  suit 
against  the  OHRC  to  force  a  favorable 
ruling  and.  In  the  course  ol  a  prelimirv 

L 


ary  hearing  before  the  Ontano  Supreme 
Court  March  1 1 ,  lawyers  (or  Ihe  Com- 
mission defended  its  decision  on  ihe 
grounds  thai  Stephenson  had  recom- 
mended that  M  refuse  to  appoint  a  Board 
of  Inquiry  in  the  Damien  case   In  doing 
so,  Stephenson  violated  provisions  ol  ihe 
Code  which  require  that  a  complaint  be 
accepted  and  filed  by  the  Commission, 
an  investigation  made,  and  a  reconcili- 
ation of  the  opposing  parties  attempted 
belore  a  decision  on  a  Board  ol  Inquiry 
can  be  made  In  Damien's  case,  none  ot 
Ihese  requirements  were  mei  before 
Stephenson  made  her  recommendation 
to  Die  Commission. 

Reacting  to  the  revelation,  the  Com- 
mit! ee  to  Oetend  John  Damien  charac- 
terized Stephenson's  behaviour  as  a 
scandalous  impropnely  maiched  only  by 
the  failure  of  the  press  lo  bnng  il  lo  the 
attention  of  the  public".  Stephenson's 
pari  in  shaping  the  decision  of  Ihe  OHRC 
has  not  been  reported  by  Ihe  Toronto 
press 

The  March  1 1  preliminary  hearing  In 
Damien's  suit  againsl  the  OHRC  was 
held  to  hear  argumenis  from  Ihe  Ontario 
Racing  Commission,  the  government 
agency  which  fired  Damien.  The  Racing 
Commission  argued  lhat  it  should  be 
allowed  to  join  with  Ihe  OHRC  In  sup- 
port of  the  contention  thai  gays  have  no 
civil  rights.  It  is  believed  thai  the  Racing 
Commission  wishes  to  do  this  so  thai  Us 
lawyers  will  have  a  chance  to  cross- 
examine  Damien  belore  the  separate  sull 
launched  against  Ihe  Racing  Commis- 
sion by  Damien  goes  lo  trial. 

The  court  ruled  that  the  Racing 
Commission  could  participate  in  the  tnal 
of  Damien's  soil  againsl  the  OHRC.  The 
effect  of  Ihe  decision  has  been  lo  post- 
pone once  again  the  hearing  of  the  case, 
Ihis  time  lo  allow  the  Racing  Commis- 
sion time  to  prepare.  This  kind  of 
manoeuver  has  prompted  Damien  !o 
suggest  thai  the  OHRC  and  Ihe  Racing 
Commission  are  working  together  (o 
impede  the  progress  ol  his  legal  actions 
and  to  block  a  court  decision  in  favor  ol 
gay  rights 

In  a  further  development,  Ontario 
Racing  Commission  chairman  Charles 
MacNaughton  and  oiher  Racing 
Commission  officials  filed  suil  lor  libel 
March  30  against  Damien.  Weekend 
Magazine,  writer  John  Holsess,  and  21 
newspapers  which  earned  ihe  February 
21  issue  or  Weekend  Magazine  That 
issue  contained  an  article  about 
Damien's  firing  and  his  fight  to  regain  his 
job, 

MacNaughton  claims  iha!  Damien 
libelled  him  in  the  article  by  staling  thai 
MacNaughton  fired  him  because  he  was 
a  homosexual.  But  in  a  front-page  story 
on  the  Damien  finng  pnnted  15  February 
1975,  The  Globe  and  Malt  reported 
"Charles  MacNaughion,  chairman  of  the 
Racing  Commission,  agreed  last  nighl 
lhat  Mr.  Damien  was  being  released 
because  of  his  homosexuality  '   The  story 
was  headlined  "Racing  chairman  con- 
firms steward  fired  as  homosexual" 
MacNaughton  did  not  sue  The  Globe 
and  Mall  for  libel. 

The  aclions  of  Damien's  opponents 
only  serve  to  underline  ihe  |ustice  ol  his 
Claims  The  OHRC  is  less  than  willing  to 
Sensitive*  case  involving  a  legal 
precedent  and  implicating  the  Ministry  ol 
Consumer  and  Commercial  Relalions. 
the  departmenl  of  the  Onlano 
government  responsible  lor  the  Racing 
■  ommissJon  Ai  the  same  lime,  the 
racing  Commission  is  more  than  willing 
lo  throw  in  its  lot  with  Ihe  OHRC  in 
claiming  that  gays  In  Ontano  can  have 
no  redress  through  Ihe  Human  Righls 
Code  against  discnmination  Nenher  are 
they  above  taking  cheap  shots  ai 
Damien  by  seeking  and  obtaining  Ihe 
right  to  cross-examine  him  in  his  suit 
against  the  OHRC  No  doubf  they  hope 
to  glean  information  which  will  aid  them 
when  Damien  s  other  suit  against  Ihem 
lor  wrongful  dismissal  goes  to  court 

Gaining  status  rn  ihe  OHRC  suit  and 
Ihe  serving  ol  notices  ol  libel  are  the 
Closes!  Damien  s  opponents  can  come  to 
an  offensive  But  it  is  a  weak  and  trans- 
parent offensive  These  people  have 
itions  against  John  Damien 
aar,  allegations  whir. 
«."=>"y  forced  to  adm|.  |n  aMJ%  ^ 
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February  1 1 ,  Ihey  could  no!  substantiate. 
When  this  lad  is  reported  in  a  widely 
distributed  magazine,  ihey  try  to  silence 
him.  to  make  the  victim  seem  the 
criminal,  by  threatening  charges  ot  libel 
These  moves  are  not  a  well  thought 
out  strategy,  rather,  they  are  acts  ol  des- 
peration They  are  intended  to  confuse, 
demoralize,  and  weaken  financially  John 
Oamien  and  his  supporters  The  greatest 
threal  fhey  pose  is  financial  The  defence 
effort  has  cos!  about  SSOOO  in  its  firsl 
year  and  the  legal  battles  are  only  just 
beginning    It  ts  going  to  cost  much,  much 

John  Hofsess  article  in  Weekend 
Magazine  explained  that  this  case  pits 
an  individual  with  no  power  or  money 
against  an  institution  with  plenty  of  both. 
No  wonder  Damien's  opponents  found 
(his  article  objectionable .  hundreds  ot 
dollars  were  donated  by  people  from 
every  walk  of  life  and  every  corner  of  this 
country  as  a  result  of  this  article  alone  It 
is  the  support  (and  the  money)  that  the 
campaign  to  defend  John  Oamien  has 
generated  that  his  opponents  really,  and 
rightfully,  lear.  But  it  is  going  to  take  a  lot 
more  to  defeat  them  once  and  lo<  all 

by  Christine  Bearchell  C 


John  Damien 


Help  him 
in  our  fight. 

Make  cheques  payable  to: 

the  Committee  To  Defend 

John  Oamien 

Box  117,  Stn  V 

Toronto,  Ont. 


RCMP  investigates 
gay  movement 

Two  plain-clothes  RCMP  investigators 
visited  the  office  of  the  Toronto  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  March  10  and 
questioned  GATE  president  Tom  Warner 
The  two,  who  identified  themselves  as 
John  Tyler  and  Lawrence  Lafond,  ol  the 
RCMP  Security  Service,  asked  what 
plans  the  gay  movement  was  making  in 
connection  with  the  Olympics,  to  be  held 
in  Montreal  in  July. 

Warner  told  the  officers  that  he  knew 
of  no  such  plans  at  present,  but  added 
that  they  might  well  lake  shape  if  current 
police  harassment  ol  the  Montreal  gay 
community  continued. 

Warner  was  referring  to  Ihe  on-going 
campaign  lo  dean  up  Montreal  tor  the 
Olympics  The  campaign  has  included 
raids  on  gay  bars  and  baths  and  various 
political  groups 

The  two  officers  indicaied  that  other 
gay  organizations  could  expect  similar 
visits  in  the  near  future 


Lecture  series 
examines  sexism 

Sexism  and  capitalism:  perspectives 
from  the  left  on  sexisl  oppression  of 
women  and  gays  was  the  subject  of  a 
senes  of  four  lonjms  held  between 
March  9  and  March  30  by  the  New 
Marxist  Institute,  a  Toronto  educational 
organization  The  senes  was  sponsored 
by  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  and 
the  Canadian  Women's  Educational 
Press 

Gay  speakers  included  former 
Canadian  Union  of  Postal  Workers  shop 
steward  Walter  Bruno  in  the  session  on 
sexism  and  the  labor  movement,  Gay 
Academic  Union  member  Barry  Adam  in 
the  session  on  psychiatry,  and  John 
Damien  Defence  Committee  Coordinator 
Christine  Bearchell.  who  appeared  with 
John  Southin,  a  professor  ol  biology  who 
teaches  at  McGill  University  and  the 
University  of  Havana  Bearchell  and 
Southin  spoke  on  sexism  and  revolution 

For  the  first  session,  on  the  family,  the 
Institute  brought  in  American  writer  Eli 
Zaretsky  Zaretsky  had  nothing  to  say 
about  how  the  family  affects  gay  people 
and  was  not  highly  rated  by  either  gay  or 
straight  members  ol  the  audience. 

The  series  was  a  first  attempt  lo  bring 
together  women  and  gay  leftists  and 
attracted  only  small  to  moderate -si  zed 
audiences  The  women  and  gay 
speakers  expressed  sympathy  with  each 
other,  but  seemed  to  be  talking  on  sep- 
arate subjects  The  senes  may  have 
been  premature.  Perhaps  when  the 
women's  movement  and  the  gay  move- 
ment have  seen  more  of  each  other  in 
political  action  together,  they'll  be  In  a 
better  position  to  talk. 

by  Brian  Mossop 


Two  women 
attacked 


Two  lesbians  were  assaulted  early  April 
10  as  they  were  walking  home  to  their 
apartment  in  the  Annex  hand-in-hand. 

Chris  Bearchell  and  Konme  Reich 
were  struck  repeatedly  near  the  inter- 
section of  Bedford  and  Lowther  by  a  man 
wielding  a  belt  While  lashing  at  them  the 
hyslencal  assailant  called  them  dis- 
eased' and  demanded  lo  know  why  Ihey 
couldn't  get  a  man'.  Bearchell  suffered 
numerous  bruises  and  abrasions. 

The  attack  was  witnessed  by  a . 
number  ot  passers-by. 

A  charge  of  assault  with  intent  to 
cause  bodily  harm  has  been  laid  in  con- 
nection wilh  the  incident, 

by  Ken  PopertC 


Chrlsllne  Beai 


Homosexual? 
feeling  isolated 

We're  here  to  listen 

Telephone  964  6600 
Toronto  Area  Gays  (TW3) 


By  now.  many  of  you  will  have  heard  ol 
TAG,  gay  Toronto's  new  peer  counsel- 
ing service,  and  we  trust  that  you  wish 
us  well.  We  lake  Ihe  job  we're  doing 
seriously,  and  it  is  in  that  spirit  that  we 
address  these  words  lo  you  The 
response  to  the  service  has  been  very 
gratifying   The  single  telephone  line, 
which  is  presently  in  service  for  fourteen 
hours  per  week,  is  almost  continuously 
busy. 

Those  people  who  have  succeeded  in 
getting  through  fall  into  several  broad 
categones  There  are  people  who  are 
new  to  Toronto's  gay  scene,  and  we 
share  with  them  the  information  we've 
gathered  in  gay-guide  type  investigation 
and  the  often  more  useful  shared 
expenences  of  TAG  members.  The 
information  calls  are  the  "easy''  ones 

Another  large  group  of  callers  consists 
of  people  who  are  in  vanous  stages  of 
"coming  out"  For  many  of  these  people, 
that  initial  phone  call  is  the  first  affirm- 
ation of  their  "gayness".  and  represents 
a  significant  step  on  the  path  to  self- 
acceptance.  Taking  that  call  involves  an 
awesome  responsibility,  bul  handling  it 
well  is  all  the  TAG  volunteer  needs  to 
make  his  evening  seem  well-spent. 

A  third  large  group  of  callers  consists 
of  people  who  are  "down"  as  a  result  of 
any  of  the  mynad  difficulties  that  befall  a 
gay  person  in  a  less  than  accepting  en- 
vironment. For  these  people,  an  em- 
pathetic  ear  is  often  a  useful  aid  in  trying 
to  get  it  together  again  The  TAG  person 
is  not  a  "professional"  counsellor,  but  the 
fact  that  we've  been  through  many  of  the 
"downs"  ourselves  is  often  enough  lo 
permit  Ihe  caller  lo  benefit  from  the  inter- 
change. 

Bul  while  we're  pleased  with  the  work 
we're  doing,  ii  concerns  us  to  know  that 
there  are  all  sorts  ot  people  who,  be- 
cause of  the  limitations  under  which 
we're  operating,  can't  take  advantage  of 
our  service   Ideally,  we  should  have 
multiple  lines  in  daily  operation,  with  an 
associated  drop-in  facility  tor  group  inter- 
action and  lace-lo-face  counselling.  And 
that's  the  point  of  this  letter 

Many  of  you  reading  this  do  volun- 
teer work  of  one  sort  or  another,  perhaps 
within  the  gay  community,  but  more  likely 
in  "straight"  society,  and  others  no  doubt 
have  time  which  could  be  put  to  more 
productive  use.  If  you've  got  a  good  ear 
and  feel  comfortable  being  gay,  why  not 
consider  pining  us'  We  know  the  need 
is  there,  and  with  the  help  of  gay 
brothers  and  sisters  we're  confident  that 
we  can  meet  it.  If  the  idea  interests  you, 
please  gel  in  touch  with  one  of  us  and 
we'll  talk  it  over. 


If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  lee  I  that 
you're  not  cut  out  to  be  a  telephone 
counsellor,  or  are  too  involved  in  other 
pursuits  to  free-up  the  necessary  hours, 
you  can  enable  TAG'S  work  to  continue 
and  expand  by  giving  your  dollars 
TAG  members  have  given  financially  until 
it  hurts,  and  the  inlusion  ol  new  dollars 
would  really  help  Getting  and  keeping 
the  TAG  number  before  the  public  Is  an 
ongoing  and  necessary  expense.  The 
office  in  which  the  phone  is  located,  and 
the  telephone  itself,  are  monthly  expen- 
ses, and  if  we're  to  open  a  drop-in  facility 
and  second  telephone  line,  well,  you  get 
the  picture,  Asking  for  money  Is  not 
something  we  do  easily,  but  the  money 
is  (or  OUR  community,  so  please,  send 
what  you  can  to  TAG,  P.O.  Box  6706. 
Station  A.  Toronto  M5W  1X5.  Ontano 
And.  if  you  can,  why  not  support  TAG 
wilh  a  monthly  pledge?  In  that  way.  Ihe 
proverbial  "buck"  will  stop  when  and  if 
you  lose  confidence  in  the  job  we're 
doing. 

Thanks  for  listening. 


•fWlieifrW^ 
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NEW! 


An  empty  slogan? 

Not  for  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition,  an  organization  work- 
ing toward  removal  of  all  laws 
that  discriminate  against  us. 
And  for  legislation  guaranteeing 
our  civil  rights.  Find  out  more 
by  writing  for  our  10-point 
programme  for  change  and  a 
copy  of  the  NGRC  Forum. 
a  news-and-views  letter.  They're 
free,  but  any  donation  would 
be  appreciated. 

Help  make  Gay  Rights  Now, 
a  reality. 

C.P.29I9.  Slice,  D.  Ollnwa  KIP  SVV1 

National 


Q 


Gay 

Rights 

Coalition 


W6  rl'Opoli  HM I 

Community  Church 
of  Toronto 


Worship  Services:     Offices /Drop-In 
Sundays  ai  8  pm        Centre 

Holy  Tnnity  Church 
10  Trinity  Square 


Church 
(416)  9799 


29  Granby  Street 

Open  evenings 
7-12  pm 
Distress  Line 
364-9435 


Teaching  God's  Love  for  Vou 


GAY 
ALLIANCE 
TOWARD 
EQUALITY 

A  civil  rights 

organization  for 

Gay  women  and  men 


Meetings:  1st  A  3rd  Wed. 

Dances:  3rd  Sal  each  month 

the  Graduate  Student  Unwn  BWg 

16  Bancroft  Ave 

Office:  193  Carlton  St..  (416)  964-0146 

TORONTO 


Rob  Sands  ol  the  CBC,  Tom  Warner.  President  o> 
Education  Coordinator  and  Mai  Allen  (I  lo  r)  of  0 
the  media. 


8/Body  PoWtc 


Public  forum 
castigates  media's 
picture  of  gays 

The  mass  media  received  some  severe 
criticism  lor  their  coverage  ol  gay  people 
at  a  public  meeting  sponsored  by  the 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  on  March 
24.  The  forum.  Gay  People  in  the  News, 
drew  forty  people,  including  some  rep- 
resentatives o(  the  media. 

Of  45  persons  inviled  [o  represent  the 
press  and  broadcast  Induslries  by  GATE 
Education  Coorrjinaior  Michael  Riordon, 
only  three  showed  up  CBC  radio  an- 
nouncer Max  Allen,  CBC  television 
regional  news  editor  Rob  Sands,  and 
Barrie  Zwicker.  editor  ol  Content,  a 
magazine  devoied  lo  media  analysis 

The  discussion  quickly  zeroed  in  on 
the  fact  that  (he  media  industry  regularly 
presents  sensationalized  coverage  ol 
individual  gays  who  conform  to  the 
prevailing  stereotyped  notions,  while 
ignonng  the  existence  of  the  gay 
community  and  the  gay  movement. 

An  example  ol  this  practice  which  was 
mentioned  several  times  was  the  so- 
called  Ottawa  sex  scandal'  which  saw 
the  Ottawa  Journal  and  the  Ottawa 
police  collaborate  in  the  public  pillorying 
of  some  customers  ol  a  male  prosti- 
tution service,  dnving  one  victim  to  sui- 
cide. The  leading  role  played  by  Gays  ol 
Ottawa  in  derailing  the  antigay  witch- 
hunt and  forcing  official  investigations 
into  press  and  police  misconduct  has 
been  deleted  from  media  accounts  ol  the 
a  (fair. 

The  forum  seemed  to  have  some 
effect  on  the  media.  The  Toronto  Star 
published  a  lair  account  of  the  event  the 
next  day.  the  first  time  that  a  GATE 
forum  has  ever  been  covered  by  any 
segment  ol  the  media  industry. 

by  Ken  PopertC] 


The  four  FUORII  members  -  Alfredo 
Cohen.  Francesco  Mertlni.  Filippo 
Molinengo  and  Angelo  Pezzana  -  were 
angered  by  the  savagery  ol  (he  Pope's 
reply.  They  said  that  if  the  allegations 
were  untrue,  the  Pope  needed  only  lo 
issue  a  simple  denial   Instead,  he  and 
his  bishops  had  taken  yel  another  oppor- 
tunity for  a  thoughtless  attack  on  gay 
people. 

Their  suit  charges  that  the  Pope's     - 
statement  had  "wounded  the  personal 
reputations  and  dignity  of  the  under- 
signed who  are  homosexual," 
!"a™"'"  from  Gay  News  3 

Confusing  sign 
from  on  high 

The  papal  crown  on  a  statue  of  Pope 
Alexander  VII  atop  St.  Peter's  Cathedral 
m  the  Vatican  was  struck  by  lightning  the 
night  of  March  7.  A  lightening  rod 
mounted  on  the  cupola  of  the  cathedral 
failed  to  attract  the  bolt,  which 
completely  shattered  the  crown,  sending 
splinters  flying  as  far  as  600  feet. 

In  January.  Paul  VI  issued  a  state- 
ment reaffirming  the  sinfulness  ot  homo- 
sexuality. And  the  pontiff  spent  part  of 
March  denying  assertions  that  he  him- 
self had  a  male  lover  while  he  was  Arch- 
bishop of  Milan. 


Gays  sue  the  Pope 

Four  members  of  the  Italian  gay  organ- 
ization FUORI!  are  to  sue  Pope  Paul  VI 
for  over  $200,000  after  he  publicly 
denounced  homosexual  behaviour,  and 
thereby  insulted  homosexuals 
themselves,  "using  slanderous  and 
spiteful  expressions." 

The  Pope's  outburst  followed 
publication  of  an  article  by  the  gay 
French  author  Roger  Peyrefitte  in  the 
Italian  weekly  magazine  Tempo  Peyre- 
fitte  wrote  that  the  Pope  had  had  a  gay 
relationship  with  a  young  actor  between 
1954  and  1963.  when  he  was  Arch- 
bishop of  Milan 

When  the  article  appeared.  Pope  Paul 
told  a  crowd  of  20.000,  who  lumod  up  for 
his  regular  Sunday  blessing  that  he  had 
been  made  "the  target  of  scorn  and 
horribte  and  slanderous  insinuations  " 


US  Supreme  Court 
Upholds  State 
Sodomy  Laws 

On  March  29  the  United  Stales  Sup- 
reme Court,  in  a  decision  which  reversed 
its  past  pattern  ot  liberal  rulings,  upheld 
the  State  ol  Virginias  "Crimes  againsl 
nature"  statute. 

The  Virginia  sodomy  law  had  been 
challenged  by  the  case  of  "John  Doe  and 
Robert  Roe  vs.  Virginia"  Lawyers  for 
the  two  gay  men  had  argued  lhat  the 
constitutional  nght  of  pnvacy  prohibited 
the  state  from  legislating  against  acts 
between  consenting  adults  ir>  pnvate  and 
therefore  that  the  state  law  was  un- 
constitutional. When  the  Virginia  high 
court  ruled  that  privacy  only  involved 
marriage,  the  home,  and  family  life,  the 
case  was  taken  to  the  US  Supreme 
Court. 

All  five  ot  the  Nixon  Supreme  Court 
appointees  voted  against  hearing  oral 
arguments  In  the  case  As  well,  the  in- 
creasingly conservative-dominate  body 
refused  even  to  issue  an  opinion  to 
e>plain  its  ruling. 

Although  the  decision  does  not  affect 
states  that  have  already  repealed  then 
sodomy  laws  it  lessens  the  pressure  on 
stales  with  such  laws  on  the  books  to 
repeal  them  it  is  also  feared  lhat  the 
decision  will  negatively  affect  voting  on 


gay  rights  bills  presently  pending 

The  ruling  confirms  thai  states  have 
the  nght  to  prosecute  gay  people  (and 
even  unmarried  straights)  for  acls 
between  consenting  adults  in  ihe  pnvacy 
of  their  own  home. 

The  reaction  was  swifl  from  both  the 
gay  movement  and  the  "libera)"  press  In 
Chicago  gay  activists  Irom  the  Gay 
Rights  Action  Coalition  occupied  the  US 
Attorney's  Office,  Ihe  Equal  Employmenl 
Commission  and  the  General  Service 
Administration  Office  ol  Civil  Rights  A 
demonstration  with  the  support  of  50 
organizations  was  organized  for  April 
17th. 

The  New  York  Tim 
ion  as  "retrogi 

Globe  stated  "in  the  constant  struggle 
between  liberty  and  order,  liberty  is 
losing  ground." 

The  National  Gay  Task  Force,  which 
supported  the  legal  battle  from  the  begin- 
ning, plans  to  take  the  case  back  to  the 
Supreme  Court  for  re-argument.  It  is 
hoped  that  supportive  statements  will  be 
obtained  from  such  groups  as  the 
American  Bar  Association  and  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association 

Although  the  court  decision  was  a 
heavy  defeat  the  NGTF  will  continue  wilh 
ils  slate-by-state  campaign  lo  repeal 
sodomy  laws  and  achieve  legal  reforms. 
byTimMcCaskelin 

South  African 
church  breaks  ties 
over  gay  issue 

The  Nalional  Synod  of  Ihe  Reformed 
Church  of  South  AInca  has  decided  lo 
break  its  ties  with  the  Outch  Reform 
Church  over  disagreements  on 
theological  matters   Among  ihe  areas  of 
diffenng  opinion  are  attitudes  on  racism 
and  homosexuality. 

A  report  recently  issued  by  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  suggested  that  homo- 
sexuals could  be  allowed  to  hold  the 
positions  of  preacher,  deacon,  and 
church  elder 

from  Gay  News  GermenyC 


LESBIAN 

The  Queen's  University  Homo- 
phile  Association  is  sponsoring  a 
Lesbian  conference  the  week  of 
May  22-24.  While  focusing  the 
theme  of  the  gathering  specifically 
on  the  condition  of  the  Lesbian 
Movement,  the  conference  is  open 
fo  both  women  and  men  and  the 
co-ordinating  committee  seems  to 
be  attempting  to  provide  them  with 
the  opportunity  to  meet  and  talk. 
We  have  received  no  official  com- 
munique but  are  told  that  there  is 
to  be  a  registration  fee  ot  $5.00. 

The  steering  committee  of 
CGRO  will  meet  at  Queen's  that 
same  weekend. 

A  feminist  retreat  is  taking  place 
May  22-24  in  Bolton,  Ontario. 
Again,  no  official  word  has  come 
to  us  about  it,  but  we  extend  to  all 
interested  women  the  invitation  to 
contact  TBP  for  more  detailed 
information  which  is  forthcoming. 


Gay  Lawyers 

We  need  a  gay  lawyer  who 
would  be  willing  to  donate 
her/his  services  to  The 
Body  Politic  &  Pink 
Triangle  Press. 

This  would  not  involve  a  lot 
ol  your  time  But  we  need 
advice  on  an  on-going  basis. 
Interested?  Call  The  Body 
Politic  8636320  afternoons 
or  evenings. 


FLAUNflNGIf 


Voices  from  the  Closet 

(People  who  want  to  Have  Their  Cake  and  Eat  ft) 


A  young  homosexual  male  wouldn't  (he 
said  couldn't)  come  out  to  his  straight 
roommate     But  what  M  he's  doing  the 
same  with  you  -  how  can  either  ol  you 
know?"  "Oh  no,  he's  so  obviously 
straight."  There  is  no  such  person  "Can 
you  invite  your  gay  Iriends  home'"  "I 
could,  I  don't  want  to  ""And  rf  one  of  them 
calls  you?"  "I  don't  give  out  my  number " 
There's  only  space  enough  in  each  tight 
little  cbsel  for  one  lonely  person.  He 
also  said    "I've  known  since  I  was  16 
that  something  wasn't  quije  nghl."  Eight 
years  later  and  it  still  isn't  hght,  poor  tool; 
in  your  closet  there  isn't  enough  space 
lor  even  one  person.  Not  alive,  at  least. 
i  in  the  Body  Politic  lasi  year:  "Gay 
seeks  gay  woman  lor  relationship  of 
mutual  convenience."  Can  you  imagine 
if  "Lislen,  maybe  we  should  have  a  kid 
around,  what  do  you  think?"   You  don't 
expect  me  -"  "No!  have  one  -  get  one, 
you  know,  adopt  one."  "I  don't  like 
children ."  "Who  does  -  thai  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  We  don't  like  bowling  or 
being  in  the  church  choir  either,  do  we?" 
"But  a  kid  why??"  "I  think  I  may  have 
been  seen  at  the  balhs."  Enjoy,  both  ol 
you  Mutual  convenience  in  this  case 
translales  to  mutual  suicide. 

I  asked  a  homosexual  man  il  he  would 
join  in  the  Gay  Rights  march.  He  replied: 
"I'd  like  lo  throw  rocks  at  them  "  Who  the 
hell  is  'them'??  And  where  does  that 
leave  'you'  or  me? 

Homosexual  male,  about  40:  "Yes,  we 
are  persecuted  '  feel  persecuted  when 
straight  friends  try  to  malch  me  up  with 
girls  "  "How  can  they  be  so  tactless? 
They  must  know  by  now  you  prefer 
men."  "Well.  I  haven't  come  right  out 
and  told  them,  of  course."  "So  they  keep 
laying  these  mismatches  on  you."  "But 
never  had  many  friends  and  I  don't 
it  to  risk  the  ones  I  have  "  Is  there 
method  In  his  madness:  if  you  can't 
count  on  persecution  from  your  loved 
ones,  where  can  you  get  it? 

A  film  editor  I  know:  '"I  wish  I  could 
take  part  in  the  demonstration,  but  you 
never  know,  there  might  be  a 
photographer  from  one  of  the  papers  (we 
should  be  so  lucky')  and  the  film  industry 
is  very,  very  fight  -  I  really  couldn't  risk 
it,  no!  right  now  "  Of  course  it's  tight,  so 
is  Impenal  Oil  and  the  Vatican  and  the 
PLO  and  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Closet  -  with  so  many  secret  faggots 
jammed  together  it  isn't  tight,  it's  vol- 
canic  Coming  out  becomes  a  question 
of  National  Security. 

Those  nasty  little  hell-holes  called 
closets'  inspire  in  me  one  of  two  feel- 
ings, on  different  days  -  a  rage  and  pity. 
Not  sympathy,  pity  Pity  because  I  know 
the  cost  to  those  in  the  closet,  and  rage 
because  I  know  the  cost  to  those  out  of 

Someone  in  a  bar  said:  "It  used  to  be 
more  exciting  to  be  gay,  because  you 
didn't  know  if  someone  else  was.  Now 
everyone  is  gay.  and  it  isn't  dangerous 
anymore ."  I  was  temporarily  speech- 
less: where  do  you  begin  with  such  a 
person?  The  conversation  continued  only 
because  I  was  impressed  with  his  fore- 
arms. 

I  tike  capable  forearms 

Bared,  not  Heme, 

With  veins  a  tittle  stressed. 

Relaxed,  upturned. 

Light  bu!  never  pale 

Promising 

Have  you  seen  the  movie  version  of 
Tennessee  Williams'  "A  Streetcar  Named 
Desire'  ?  Vivien  Leigh's  aging  maddening 
dosel  representation  ol  what  can  only  be 
Williams  himself  -  do  I  do  either  or  both 
of  them  an  injustice?  -  wllowing  breath- 
lessly under  Brando's  voluptuous  rough 
trade  acf  The  whole  steamy  purple 
mess  strangling  m  its  overheated  over- 
scented  overcamped  shrouds?  I've  never 
heard  such  a  grotesque  gasp  come  out 
of  a  closet  -  Tennessee  Williams"  closet 
wash!  |ust  any  closet.  II  always  sounds 
as  rf  he  has  all  nine  Mahler  symphonies 


m  there  with  him  But  I  think  those  were 
the  halcyon  days  the  barfly  was  wist- 
fully after,  m  a  sort  of  beery  mauve  haze: 
Days  of  secret  signals,  burning  looks 
reflected  in  store  windows,  days  of  tick- 
led palms  and  knees  pressed  under 
tables,  of    He's  a  friend  ol  Dorothy  s,  you 
know"  (have  you  heard  that  one? 
apparently  it  comes  from  the  role  Judy 
Gariand  plays  in  "The  Wizard  of  Oz"), 
days  of  dismal  bars  {those  days  we 
haven't  lost),  of  glory  holes  in  bus 
Stations,  of  living  out  your  life  muffled 
and  submerged,  hoping  for  the  best. 

Sometimes  I  wonder  aboul  resistance 
It  is  dreadfully  expensive.  Everyone 
knows  rebels  who  are  dead,  who've 
come  apart  at  the  seams,  or  who've 
gone  very  sour,  I  know  people  who  run 
on  pure  adrenalin,  which  is  like  running 
an  engine  on  sulphunc  acid   It  enrages 
me  lo  see  closets  full  ol  people  eating 
the  cake  won  for  them  by  these  rebels, 
at  the  same  time  never  venturing  near 
the  oven  themselves  (il  wrinkles  the 
slacks)  and  at  the  same  time  shudder- 
ing away  from  the  rebel's  loud  voice  and 
gamy  scent  A  particularly  glossy  faggot 
at  a  party:  "I'm  nch.  I  like  being  nch.  I 
like  things,  I  have  no  time  for  causes." 
His  lip  curled  on  causes',  you'd  think  we 
were  out  to  save  trading  stamps.  The 
closet  compost  heap  produces  a  pretty 
rich  stink  of  its  own,  does  it  not? 

A  man  describing  his  roommate  (his 
word,  not  mine)  boasted:  "He's  so 
ungay."  Shoot  yourself  again,  chum, 
obviously  it  didn't  hurt  enough  last  time 
Another,  who  claimed  to  be  'out'  -  "I've 
never  hidden  anything"  -  lowered  his' 
voice  slightly  and  glanced  about  when- 
ever he  used  the  word  'gay'  -  in  a 
righteous  rush  I  told  him  he  had  no  right 
to  use  the  word  if  he  whispered  it 
An  execuFrve  oTone  of  Toronto's 
homosexu  a  I  /lea  ther/deni  rrV  motorcycle/ 
soft-core  S&M  groups,  at  a  leather  gar- 
den party,  if  you  can  believe  it:  "We're 
only  interested  in  people  you  could  walk 
on  the  street  with  or  introduce  your 
mother  to  without  anyone  asking  Who 
was  that  faggot  you  were  with?"  Soft 
cries  from  the  leather-lined  closet.  "Hi 
Mom,  meet  Butch  Vinyl,  the  buddy  I 
work-out  with."  "Why  hell,  Butch  -  won't 
you  have  a  piece  of  pie?"  -  "Thanks, 
Mrs.  Twitter,  but  I  only  eat  raw  meal, 
haw,  haw,  haw."  "Thai's  a  joke,  Mom, 
Butch  is  a  real  joker.  (Aside)  For  Cris- 
sake  Butch,  you  silly  bitch,  if  you  don't 
shut  up  I'll  take  the  clothespins  off  your 
nipples." 
For  such  as  these  we're  fighting? 
Sometimes  you  want  to  grab  an  arm, 
an  ear,  a  handful  of  Sassoon- styled  hair, 
anything  that  protrudes  and  pull  the 
owner  kicking  out  into  the  light  and  the 
air  -  such  as  they  are  -  dump  the 
closets  out  for  spring-cleaning  and  say 
STUFF  YOUR  EXCUSES'  WHY  THE 
HELL  SHOULD  WE  KEEP  TAKING  ALL 
THE  SHIT  -  THE  HOSTILITY  AT 
DEMONSTRATIONS,  SOME  OF  IT 
FROM  GAYS  (I  use  the  word  loosely) 
THE  POLITICIANS'  SLIME,  THE  PAPAL 
BULL,  THE  BLOODY-MINDED 
IGNORANCE  -  FOR  YOUR  SAKE?? 

'  was  working  in  the  library  A  lib- 
ranan  asked  if  I  needed  help.  She  spent 
the  next  15  minutes  or  so  inundating  me 
with  material,  more  help  than  I'd  ever 
had  in  a  library  Suddenly  she  said  shyly 
"'  like  your  pink  triangle."  (a  small  one 
>m  on  my  jackei).  Then  she  blushed. 
She  gestured  helplessly:  "What  can  you 
say7" 

Wonderwoman.  you  said  everything. 
The  revolution  lives! 


by  Michael  RIordonD 


self -oppress  ion 
75s  ALTERNATIVE 
TORONTO 


Gary  Drexler 
will 

■  Help  plan  your 
wardrobe 

■  Design  and  make 
Kaftans  and  lounge 
wear 

■  Advise  on 
grooming 

Consult  -  Gary  Drexler  Personal 
Aid  Services 

Dr.  335  c/o  The  Body  Politic, 
Box  7289.  Station  A 
Toronto.  Ontario  M5W  1X9 


# 


£/£/  INTERNATIONAL  RESTAURANT  ff 


=r-^s. 


3801  N.  Ocean  Blvd. 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fli.  33308 
PHONE  (306)  5664376 


Enjoy  the  Florida  Fun  and  Sun  i 
informal  atmosphere.  Comfortable  ro< 
menu.  Your  hosts  are  Pete  and  Ed. 


a    friendly, 
s  and  apart- 


NAVAJO  JEWELLERY 

SILVERS.  TURQUOISE 

RINGS,  BRACELETS,  NECKLACES 

from  is.  to  '2000 

SKIN  &  BONES 


667  YONGE  ST.  »T  CHARLES 


©AM 
PRESENTS 

FIRST  LOVE 


n  thega 


The  challenge  of  the  i 


And  having  touched,  then  will  they  dor 


Tlie  incandescent  moment  of  first  lova  captured 
created,  and  conceived  by  the  noted  America  i 
artist  Wayne  Hampton.  Individually  hand  cast 
Marble  while  finish  About  Fourteen  inche*  tall 
Intricate  detail  Forty-two  dollars  postpaid 


WAYrVESAHT 

Depl.  805,  28  Soatheaal  Ninth  St. 
Fort  Lauderdale.  Florida  33316 


fEAIUPfl 


I  On  Marc^i  3,  1975  Ihe  Ottawa  police  de- 
i  partment  called  a  news  conference. 
Supenntendenl  Thomas  Flanagan  and 
Chief  Morality  Inspector  George  Zhukow 
I  were  there  to  answer  questions  about 
I   "Ihe  mosi  sordid  investigation  we've  run 
j  into  in  some  time  "  Thai  was  Ihe  Begin- 
ning ol  the  "Ottawa  Homosexual  Vice 
Ring"  scandal 

Fourteen  months  later  Not  one  of  the 
16  accused  customers  ol  Ihe  service  has 
been  jailed  or  fined.  But  one  of  them,  at 
the  age  of  34,  relumed  lo  his  apart-        , 
ment  after  his  first  appearance  in  court 
on  a  charge  of  gross  indecency,  wrole  a 
short  nole   "Forgive  me.  I  have  no  other 
choree",  climbed  lo  Ihe  13th  floor  of  his 
apartment  building  and  lumped  lo  his 
death  Eight  of  the  accused  required 
psychiatric  care  -  noi  only  because  of 
the  legal  ordeal  bul  because  of  the 
deluge  ol  hate  letters  and  phone  calls 
they  had  to  endure.  Nine  of  Ihe  accused 
were  either  fired,  suspended  or  moved  lo 
another  job.  At  least  one  of  the  accused 
claims  he  was  called  "scum"  and 
"pervert"  and  physically  assaulted  by  Ihe 
police. 

Noi  one  of  (he  accused  customers  has 
been  jailed  or  fined  One  man,  Michael 
Gravel  -  Ihe  almost  ridiculously  inept 
owner  ol  the  modelling  agency,  has  been 
sentenced  lo  two  years  less  a  day  Out 
of  the  "mosi  sordid  investigafion"  in 
recent  Otiawa  history,  oui  ol  a  froni  page 
scandal  that  ran  almost  non-slop  over  a 
month  ol  daily  newspapers,  out  ol  the 
untold  Ihousands  ot  taxpayers'  dollars 
thai  financed  this  "investigation",  oul  ol 
Ihe  18  arrests,  we  finally  work  our  way 
down  lo  one  2  year  jail  sentence 

The  others''  Three  awail  tnal  One 
acquittal.  Three  charges  were  wilh- 
drawn  for  lack  ot  evidence  Eighl  were 
found  guilty  All  the  convicted  men  re- 
ceived suspended  sentences  or  absolute 
discharges  Getting  oft  easy?  Ask  ihe 
nine  men  who  losl  their  jobs.  Ask  ihe 
eighl  men  who  are  still  under  psychlatnc 
care.  Ask  Ihe  man  who  kepi  finding 
copies  ol  the  newspaper  stories  posted 
up  in  his  apartment  lobby  Ask  George 
Duthie,  after  he'd  been  slapped  up 
against  Ihe  wall  and  punched  in  the  head 
by  the  police  Ask  the  famlfy  and  Inends 
of  Warren  Zufelt,  the  man  who  look  his 
own  life 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
"accused"  suffered  fax  more  grievous 
punishment  than  the  one  (ailed  man. 
Whatever  the  merits  of  his  case,  he  ai 
least  received  his  sentence  after  due 
process  of  law.  The  others  suffered 
severe  social  censure  and  in  many 
cases  tost  their  jobs  long  before  it  was 
established  thai  they  were  "guilty" 
Something  had  gone  terribly  wrong  with 
one  ot  the  mosi  fundamental  bases  ol 
Canadian  law     The  presumption  ol  inno- 
cence until  guilt  is  proven, 

What  happened?  It  was  moral  spnng 
cleaning  time  in  Ottawa  in  March  of 
1975.  Thai  city's  moral  custodians  led  by 
Mayor  Lorry  Greenberg.  were  waging  a 
vigorous  camaign  against  body-rub 
parlours,  but  the  Unique  Male  Modelling 
Agency  must  have  seemed  a  much 
bigger  plum  Nothing  can  establish  a 
government's  reputation  as  a  moral 
defender  like  evidence  that  it  is 
protecting  our  "children"  We  al  The 
Body  Politic  have  learned  quite 
dramatically  how  reason  goes  out  the 
window  when  people  imagine  that  homo- 
sexuals are  "preying  on"  children.  All  of 
the  early  newspaper  stones  emphasized 
this  aspect  ot  the  case  "boys  as  young 
as  1 1",  "as  many  as  100  boys"   "a  poor 
little  kid  out  on  the  street",  "a  news- 
paper earner  was  accosted  on  his  route" 
-  all  are  quotations  From  the  first  stones 
to  appear  in  the  Ottawa  papers  You  can 
see  the  fantasies  these  are  intended  lo 
whip  up  apple-cheeked  youngsters  fading 
by  the  score  into  Ihe  merciless  hands  ol 
deviates  The  facts  no  one  was  charged 
with  acts  involving  persons  under  14 
The  charges  laid  involved  young  men 
between  the  ages  ol  16  and  21   The 
prosecution  s  star  wirness  was  no  bnghi- 
eyed  kid  hoofing  B  down  Sparks  Si  wilh 
his  bag  ol  Ottawa  Citizens  -  he  was  17 
tough,  and  a  daily  drug  user  Who  was 
told  by  police  he  woufcJn  t  be  charged  if 
he  cooperaled  Who  was  coached  by  the 
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IN  BRIEF 

•  In  March  ol  1975,  sixteen  men, 
clients  of  a  "Male  Modelling  Agency" 
were  arrested  and  charged  in  connec- 
lion  with  a  so-called  "male  prostitution 
ring  * 

•  To  date,  eight  men  have  been  con- 
victed (all  but  one  pleading  guilty),  two 
have  been  acquitted  and  two  have 
had  their  charges  withdrawn.  One 
man  committed  suicide.  Three  cases 
are  slid  before  Ihe  courts 

•  All  those  who  have  been  convicted 
have  received  either  suspended  sen- 
fences  or  absolute  discharges.  An 
absolule  discharge  means  there  is  no 
criminal  record 

Only  Ihe  organizer  ol  the  agency 
has  been  sentenced  to  a  pnson  term 
two  years  less  a  day 

•  The  Ontario  Provincial  Police  is  con- 
ducting an  inquiry  into  the  way  the 
Otiawa  police  handled  Ihe  ca5e 
When  coniacted  by  The  Body  Poli- 
tic, Solicitor  General  John  Macbeth 
declared  that  he  did  not  be'eve  ihe 
repon  should  be  made  public  He  des- 
cribed it  as   tor  internal  use  only" 

•  NOP  Justice  Critic  Slua/t  Leggatt 
bas  raised  the  case  in  the  House  ot 
Commons  in  order  to  protest  Ihe  harm 


done  as  a  result  ol  the  names  of  the 
accused  being  printed  in  the  news- 
papers He  is  seeking  an  amend- 
ment to  Ihe  Criminal  Code  to  pro- 
hibit the  naming  ot  names  in  sexual 
cases. 

•  Vernon  Singer  (Lib  )  and  Michael 
Cassldy  (NOP)  have  raised  ihe  issue 
in  the  Ontario  Legislature  Both  MPPs 
criticized  the  crown  attorney's  hand- 
ling of  the  case. 

•  Two  Ottawa  policemen  were  ar- 
raigned In  provincial  court  on  April 
20th  on  charges  ol  assault  wilh  intent 
to  cause  bodily  harm  Constable 
Robert  Gervais  and  Sgt  Alain 
Methots.  members  ot  Ihe  morality 
squad,  are  accused  of  roughing  up 
George  Duthie.  an  alleged  client 
against  whom  charged  have  been 
quashed 

•  Deputy  Chief  Tom  Welch  has  said 
lhat  both  officers  will  continue  lo  per- 
form their  regular  duties.  It  is  usually 
the  custom  to  suspend  police  officers 
who  are  lacing  cnmmal  charges  The 
arrests  were  made  alter  consultations 
between  Attorney  General  McMurtry 
and  Crown  Attorney  John  Cassells 
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police  on  names  and  dates  he  admits  he 
can't  really  remember  Who  has  been 
declared  suicidal  by  two  psychiatnsts 
and  detained  in  a  psychiatric  hospital  in 
Ottawa. 

The  media  hooked  on  lo  the  "vice 
nng"  headline  and  didn'l  let  go.  Some 
samples    "Boys  in  Slavery  Ring",  "Male 
Prostilution  Ring  Broken".  "Another 
Charged  in  Slavery  Ring"  But  Iheygot 
Ihe  phrase  from  Police  Supenntendenl 
Thomas  Flanagan  -  he  has  since  cate- 
gorically denied  using  il  bul  lhat  II  was 
his  choice  ol  phrase  al  that  iniliai  press 
conference  is  a  matter  ol  public  record 
That  was  only  the  beginning  of  the  very 
peculiar  and  reprehensible  role  played  by 
the  Ottawa  police  lorce. 

In  an  apparent  attempt  to  milk  Ihe 
case  for  maximum  publicity,  they  releas- 
ed in  clusters  the  names  and  complete 
addresses  of  all  those  charged  -  a  few 
today,  a  few  some  days  later  over  a 
period  ot  three  weeks  As  well,  the  police 
used  oul-and-oul  deception  lo  get  Ihe 
evidence  they  needed  They  fold  many 
ol  the  accused  they  were  interested  only 
in  prosecuting  Ihe  operator  of  the 
agency,  and  ashed  for  Iheir  cooperation 
in  providing  "wilness  statements"  Many 
of  them  were  fnghlened  enough  to 
comply  These  men  were  subsequently 
arrested,  charged,  and  the  "wilness 
statements"  were  used  to  obtain 
"confessions".  Interestingly  enough,  two 
men  who  refused  to  give  wilness  state- 
ments and  took  the  precaution  ol 
Informing  their  lawyers  were  never 
approached  again  by  the  police. 

As  well,  their  "press  conference"  lactic 
insured  thai  hearsay  evidence  against 
the  accused  would  be  published  even 
though  II  could  not  have  been  made 
public  once  a  preliminary  hearing  had 
begun  Section  467  ol  trie  Cnminal  Code 
provides  thai  '  pnor  to  Ihe  commence- 
ment of  the  taking  ol  evidence  at  a  pre- 
liminary inquiry,  Ihe  justice  holding  the 
inquiry  shall,  if  application  is  made 
thereof  by  the  accused  or.  where  there  is 
more  than  one  accused,  by  any  one  of 
them,  make  an  order  directing  lhat 
evidence  taken  at  the  inquiry  shall  not  tx 
published  in  any  newspaper  or  broad- 
casl  before  such  lime  as  (a)  the  accused 
who  made  the  application  is  discharged, 
or  (b).  II  the  accused  who  made  the  ap- 
plicaiion  is  committed  tor  tnal  or  ordered 
lo  stand  trial,  the  trial  is  ended "     The 
accused,  on  Ihe  advice  ol  their  lawyers, 
would  certainly  have  availed  themselves 
ot  this  provision  in  Ihe  code,  consider- 
ing the  nature  ol  Ihe  charges  If  they'd 
had  the  chance  Bul  by  holding  a  press 
conference,  Ihe  police  made  sure  Ihey 
didn'l. 

There  were  two  forces  at  work  des- 
troying those  18  men  in  Ottawa.  One 
was  the  police.  The  other  was  the  press. 
Both  the  Ottawa  Citizen  and  Ihe  Ottawa 
Journal  consistently  employed  the 
phrase  "vice  nng"  Now  thai  phrase  sug- 
gests that  those  men  charged  were  m 
some  way  connected  with  the  organiz- 
ation ol  a  prostitution  service  They  were 
not.  of  course,  they  were  merely  clients 
and  largely  unaware  of  Ihe  actual  organ- 
ization. To  use  a  headline  like  "War 
Graves  Commission  Chief  Charged  in 
Ottawa  Vice  Ring"  suggests  a  vast 
network  headed  by  scandalously  highly 
placed  civil  servanis  This  represented 
extremely  irresponsible  journalism,  par- 
ticularly considenng  ihe  fact  lhat  the 
names  and  addresses  ol  the  accused 
were  pnnied  in  full  in  all  ol  Ihe  stones 
There's  been  a  lot  of  public  agonizing 
thai  particular  issue  -  especially 
since  Warren  Zufelfs  suicide  It  has 
been  set  up  as  a  difficult  choice  between 
"the  public's  nght  lo  know"  and  "the  pre- 
sumption ol  Innocence  until  guilt  is 
proven'1   The  editors  of  both  the  Citizen 
and  the  Journal  wrtihed  editorially  aboul 
(hai  one,  and  both  admitted  thai  ihe  case 
could  perhaps  have  been  handled  better 
Neither,  of  course,  seems  lo  have  laken 
any  steps  towards  setting  op  a  code  ol 
elh.es  or  set  of  guidelines  applicable  to 
any  future  cases  of  this  naiure  The 
dichotomy,  in  any  case,  is  a  lafuous  one 
The  presumption  of  innocence  15  one  ol 
our  most  basic  nghts,  safeguarded  in  the 
Cnmmal  Code  and  sanctioned  by 
centuries  ol  tradition  The  public  has  a 
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right"  to  know  that  a  crime  has  occur- 
red, its  nature  and  its  locale  -  but  to 
suggest  that  we  have  a  "right"  10  know 
lull  names,  addresses  and  occupations 
when  it  is  clear  that  the  publication  ol 
that  information  will  result  in  the 
punishment  ol  the  accused  long  before  a 
tnaf  has  begun  is  purest  nonsense.  To 
put  those  two  claims  on  the  same  looting 
reveals  a  rather  flimsy  concepiion  ol  the 
relative  importance  of  citizen's  tights. 

Most  disturbing  perhaps  is  the 
evidence  of  police/press  cooperation.  In 
al  least  one  case  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  a  certain  reporter  to  have 
known  of  the  appearance  in  court  of  one 
of  the  accused  had  he  no!  been  tipped 
off  by  the  police.  Both  the  prosecution 
and  the  defence  had  taken  some  pains 
to  prevent  a  leak  since  they  had  been 
assured  by  the  accused's  psych  iatnst 
that  he  was  suicidal,  and  thai  any  public- 
ity might  be  fata).  A  reporter  was  at  the 
hearing   Besides  the  prosecuting 
attorney,  the  defence  and  the  judge 
himself,  only  the  police  knew  when  the 
event  was  to  occur  The  reporter  has 
refused  lo  divulge  his  source  of 

itormalion,  and  even  though  he  was 
made  aware  of  the  preca/ious  mental 
state  ol  Ihe  accused,  he  published  the 
story  Happily  no  suicide  followed  Bui  if 
anything  illustrates  the  mindless  pursuit 
of  sensationalism  by  a  city  press  aided 
i  its  police  force,  this  does. 
What  happened?  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  a  badly  organized  and  almost 
absurdly  obvious  prostitution  service 
existed  for  a  short  time  in  Ottawa. 
Equally  certain  is  that  It  employed 
knowledgeable  young  hustlers  and  not 
"innocent"  children   And  that  a  lairly  wide 
cross  section  of  Ottawa  men  were  willing 
to  avail  themselves  of  Its  services.  Now  if 
the  law  had  followed  a  reasonable 
course  of  justice,  the  service  would  have 
been  shut  down  and  one  more  agency 
exploiting  young  people  would  have 
passed  away  AN  very  tidy  -  happens  in 
heterosexual  circles  all  the  lime. 

That  this  was  noi  the  scenario  is  one 
of  the  pressing  reasons  why  an 
investigation  into  the  whole  affair  is  so 
necessary  (see  box  lor  details  of 
attempts  to  date).  Some  of  the  factors  at 
work,  of  course,  are  clear  In  any 
heterosexual  case  involving  prostitution, 
Ihe  customers  are  never  charged  But 
when  the  charges  of  "gross  indecency", 
"indecent  act"  and  "buggery1'  do  not 
apply  simply  because  the  age  of  consent 
for  heterosexual  acts  can  be  as  low  as 
14.  But  there's  more  lo  it  than  that. 
Homosexual  scandals  involving  big 
names  have  generated  very  marketable 
newspaper  copy  for  a  very  long  time.  As 
well,  there  was  the  moral  Climate  in 
Ottawa  a  I  the  time  -  a  civic  government 
obviously  looking  lor  a  crusader  image 
But  some  very  important  questions 
remain  unanswered:  why  a  two-month 
investigation  was  necessary  when  a 
police  cadet  could  have  blown  the  case 
open  in  an  afternoon  (was  that  much 
time  necessary  in  order  to  collect  an 
impressive  list  of  customers'  names?), 
why  Ihe  officers  accused  of  assaulting 
Duthie  have  not  been  suspended  even 
after  an  internal  investigation  has 
occurred  and  they  have  been  charged. 
"ihy  the  police  seem  lo  use  the  "witness 
statement"  technique  as  a  matter  of 
course,  what  sort  of  pressures  were 
brought  to  bear  on  the  17-year  old 
witness,  why  relations  between  the 
police  and  certain  members  ol  the  press 
seem  so  cozy,  why  police  saw  fit  to  send 
their  witness  on  a  "walking  tour"  ol  the 
court  room  to  see  if  he  could  identify  a 
man  against  whom  charges  had  been 
dropped  so  that  new  charges  could  be 
laid.  The  gay  community  must  not  rest 
until  ans/..?  u  have        ! 

been  provided  by  an  indepenov 
tigatrve  body  thai  includes  al  least  one       ' 
open  gay  in  * 

The  Otf3wa  "homosexual  vice  nng 
scandal    shows  whai  tragedy  can  follow     ! 
upon  the  combination  of  gay  tkx 
press  inesponsibilrty,  questionable  police 

■ 
We  have  potential  control  over  at  least 
one  of  those  factors  -  ciosetry  We 
should  not  latter  .n  our  efforts  lo 
persuade  gay  people  how  easily 


scandals  of  this  nature  collapse  when 
gays  are  open  and  unafraid.  Prostitution 
services,  in  fact,  depend  (or  their  very 
existence  upon  a  relatively  large  body  of 
men  who  have  no  other  access  lo  sexual 
satisfaction.  Men  who  can  not  be  "seen" 
in  bars  or  baths  or  -  heaven  forbid  -  a 
gay  organization.  Men  who  are  frequently 
troubled  about  their  sexuality  and  have 
swallowed  all  the  crap  that  straight 
society  hands  out.  a  society  that  puts 
them  in  the  posrtion  of  having  no  other 


outlet  for  their  sex  drives  than  a  seedy 
prostitution  service,  and  then  arrests  and 
punishes  them  when  they  finally  resort  to 
it.  If  there  is  any  lesson  for  gay  people  in 
the  Ottawa  mess,  it  is  that  "out  of  the 
closets"  is  more  than  just  a  cant  phrase 
to  shout  at  demonstrations   II  still  rep- 
resents the  difference  between  a  life  of 
openness  that  gives  you  access  to  a 
variety  of  sexual  partners,  and  the  pos- 
sibility of  one  day  facing  an  ugly  death 
13  stones  down.  Think  about  it.    □ 


The  role  of  the  movement 


Gaya  ol  Ottawa 


outside   Ottawa  Journal  building. 


One  thing  separates  this  "homosexual 
vice  ring"  case  from  the  many  that 
have  preceded  it  in  history.  That  is 
the  involvement  of  the  organized  gay 
movement. 

Gays  of  Ottawa  were  pressuhng  both 
the  media  and  the  police  from  the 
beginning,  and  their  actions  can  be 
seen  as  instru menial  in  alerting  the 
public  to  the  miscarriages  of  justice 
which  were  taking  place  in  the 
nation's  capital.  Their  well-publicized 
demonstrations  against  both  the 
Ottawa  police  force  and  the  Ottawa 
Journal  engaged  much  public 
sympathy  for  the  men  being 
destroyed  m  the  debacle  -  a 
sympathy  evident  in  the  comments  of 
bystanders  and  in  the  many  letters  to 
the  editor  which  almost  uniformly  con- 
demned the  newspapers'  practice  of 
printing  the  names  and  addresses  of 
Ihe  accused. 

It  is  also  fell  that  the  Ottawa- 
Carleton  Social  Planning  Council's 
decision  to         enter  the  fray  was 
based  partly  on  Gays  of  Ottawa's  per- 
sistent denunciation  ol  police/press 
activity  The  council  decided  to  launch 
a  study  into  methods  of  laying  sexual 
offence  charges  Their  "fundamental 
objection",  they  have  been  quoted  as 
saying,  "is  that  a  group  of  persons 
were  singled  out  for  having  certain 
sexual  activities 

Less  well  known  is  the  fact  that 
they  secured  the  support  ol  Michael 
Cassidy,  New  Democratic  Party  MPP 
for  Ottawa  Centre,  in  pressuring  John 
Clement,  then  Attorney-General,  tor 
an  official  investigation  Cassidy  was 
also  persuaded  to  endorse  ihe  pro- 
posal that    sexual  orientation'"  be 
included  in  the  Ontario  Human  Righi? 
Code.  As  he  said  m  a  lettc 
of  Ottawa   "1  wish  to  endorse  the 
efforts  made  by  Gays  Ol  Ottawa  and 
by  other  gay  organizations  to  protect 
Onlano  citizens  against  discnmm- 
atxxi  on  the  grounds  or  * 
taiKXi ,  I  am  sorry  not  to  have  done 
so  before  the  tragic  death  of  Warren 
Zulelt   His  suicide  iraumaucally  ilius- 
irates  the  pressures  suffered  by 


In  an  attempt  to  draw  public  atten- 
tion to  the  part  played  by  the  media  in 
fuelling  the  scandal.  Gays  of  Ottawa 
brought  a  formal  complaint  against  the 
Ottawa  Citizen  to  the  Ontario  Press 
Council,  a  watchdog  organization 
made  up  largely  of  papers  In  the 
Southam  chain.  Their  presentation 
asked  that  the  Citizen  be  condemned 
"for  its  false,  biased  and  sensation- 
alized coverage"  of  the  anests  The 
Council  did  not  decide  in  their  favor, 
but  the  complaint  itself  helped  keep 
the  injusfices  before  the  public,  and 
did  at  least  provoke  a  cautionary 
injunction  from  the  Council  to  other 
papers  considering  naming  names. 

The  whole  affair  also  illustrates  the 
wisdom  of  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition's  decision  to  push  for  the 
abolition  of  age  of  consent  laws.  Mosf 
of  the  acts  charged  as  "crimes"  would 
not  have  been  crimes  if  they  had 
occurred  in  a  heterosexual  context.  At 
worst,  the  patrons  of  a  heterosexual 
prostitution  service  can  expect  to  be 
charged  with  being  found -ins  in  a 
bawdy  house  -  a  relatively  minor 
offence.  Gay  people  in  the  same  situ- 
ation face  the  much  more  sertous 
indictable  offense  of  gross  indecency 
-  particularly  il  the  prostituie  is  under 
21. 

Without  the  involvement  ol  the  gay 
movement,  the  Ottawa  scandal  would 
have  run  the  same  course  as  so 
many  others  have  -  a  course  littered 
with  wrecked  lives  and  with  no  voices 
raised  to  denounce  the  di 
abon.  the  lies  and  the  injustice  There 
were  wrecked  lives  in  Ottawa   But 
there  were  voices  as  well  -  voices 
refusing  lo  let  the  media  and  the 
police  and  the  public  at  large  go 
smugly  on  their  way  fondly  believing 
thai  everything  thai  had  been  done  had 
been  done  in  the  interests  of  protecting 
their  children   Those  were  our  voices  - 
the  voices  of  gay  people  in  the  organized 
gaymovameffl 


The  push  for  an  inves- 
tigation 

On  May  6,  1975  The  Body  Politic 
wrote  then  Attorney  General  John 
Clement  and  demanded  an  official 
investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Ottawa  police.  We  argued  thai  "the 
behaviour  of  the  investigating  officers, 
particularly  their  public  statements 
which  spoke  ol  a  'sex  nng'  crime  and 
hinted  at  conspiracy,  destroyed  the 
possibility  of  any  |ury  following  the 
doctrine  of  presumed  innocence"  and 
"the  exceptionally  dose  relationship 
evidenced  between  police  spokes- 
men and  reporters  in  this  case  does 
suggest  that  on  that  account  also  Ihe 
behaviour  of  the  police  was  grossly  in- 
appropriate." 

On  May  20th,  Mr.  Clement  replied. 
It  was  a  reply  which  neatly  sidestep- 
ped the  issue  of  an  investigation  by 
concentrating  on  the  supposed  danger 
to  children:  "it  seems  both  illogical 
and  incomprehensible  lo  suggest  thai 
individuals  charged  with  corrupting 
young  boys  should  enjoy  any  special 
immunity  from  publication",  and  "if  is 
still  an  offence  for  an  adult  to  commit 
an  act  of  gross  Indecency  with  a 
child,"  His  last  sentence:  "So  far  as  I 
am  concerned  there  is  no  need  for  an 
inquiry  and  there  will  be  no  inquiry." 
Gays  of  Ottawa  also  demanded  a 
full  investigation  as  early  as  April 
29th.  They  received  an  identically 
worded  reply  Form  letters,  it  seems, 
were  sufficient  to  the  occasion. 

Evidence  of  police  impropriety, 
however,  has  been  gathering  for  over 
a  year  and  became  virtually 
impossible  to  ignore.  Las!  month  the 
Ontario  Provincial  Police  conducted 
an  inquiry  into  the  handling  of  the 
case  Its  report  has  not  been  made 
public.  To  have  one  arm  of  the  police 
investigate  another  is  not  however,  our 
idea  of  a  fair  and  impartial  investiga- 
tion. The  Ottawa  Police  Commission 
announced  as  well  that  it  would  look 
into  allegations  of  "police  improprie- 
ties", but  the  objection  still  holds.  We 
can  expect  nothing  but  a  white  wash 
when  any  body  investigates  itsell  or 
any  closely  related  body- 
Calls  for  an  inquiry  continue. 
Vernon  Singer.  Liberal  MPP,  declared 
outside  the  Legislature  that  in  addition 
to  investigating  the  police,  the  Attor- 
ney General  of  Ontario  should  be 
investigating  the  crown  attorney's 
office.  Even  the  lawyer  for  the  two 
morality  squad  officers  who  made  all 
the  arresls  has  called  for  a  "full  public 
inquiry"  in  order  to  clear  his  clients 
whom  he  felt  were  being  tried  by  the 
press  And  this  paper,  in  a  letter  dated 
April  13.  1976,  called  on  Attorney 
General  Roy  McMurtry  "to  authorize 
an  official  investigation  by  an  in- 
dependent body." 

Add  your  voice  Give  your  MPP  a 
call,  or  drop  a  line  to  Mr.  McMunry 
Let  them  know  that  you  think  that  the 
real  scandal  in  Ottawa  last  year  was 
not  what  a  handful  ol  gay  men  did  bul 
what  the  police  and  ihe  press  did  to 
their  lives  Tell  them  you  want  to 
know  what  really  happened  in  Ottawa 
in  the  spring  of  1975  Demand  an  in- 
vestigation.   □ 


FEATURE! 


Assault 
on  the  Ivory  lower 

Doug  Wilson  vs  the  University  of  Saskatchewan 


Peter  Millard,  former  president  of  the 
Saskatoon  Gay  Community  Centre, 
teacnes  English  at  the  University  of  Sas- 
katchewan. As  a  senior  faculty  member 
and  University  Council  member,  he  was 
In  a  unique  position  to  both  observe  and 
participate  in  the  debate  which  raged 
within  the  University  over  the  Doug 
Wilson  affair  He  analyses  those  events 
below. 


Kirkpatrick  is  a  distinguished  looking 
man.  grey-haired  and  lall  as  a  basket- 
ball post.  He  is  the  Dean  of  Education  at 
Ihe  University  of  Saskatchewan.  Saska- 
toon, which  means  that  he  is  one  o(  the 
leaders  of  a  school  system  which,  like  all 
other  school  systems.  Is  primarily  inter- 
ested m  training  people  to  conform  He 
retires  this  year,  and  it  is  exquisitely 
ironic  that  he  ends  his  long  career,  inad- 
vertently, with  one  truly  liberating  act.  For 
it  was  his  decision  concerning  Doug 
Wilson  that  set  in  motion  events  thai 
resulted  in  a  huge  fillip  to  the  cause  of 
gay  liberation  m  Saskatchewan  and  to  a 
lesser  extent  in  the  counlry  at  large  Now 
that  a  bit  ol  time  has  elapsed,  it  might  be 
useful  to  review  these  evenls  in  order  lo 
place  them  in  some  sod  of  perspective 
You  may  remember  the  fads  Doug 
Wilson  was  a  graduate  sludent  in  the 
College  of  Education,  bul  taught  two 
undergraduate  classes.  He  was  slated  lo 
supervise  students  in  their  practice 
teaching  until  Kirkpalnck  said  no.  Due  to 
anger,  naivele  or  possibly  honesty, 
Kirkpatnck  actually  announced  Ihe 
reason  for  his  decision:  Wilson  had 
placed  an  ad  in  the  sludent  newspaper 
for  a  Gay  Academic  Union  and  had  used 
the  college  as  a  reply  address  Wilsons 
known  affiliation  wilh  the  gay  community 
Kirkpatnck  later  rationalized,  might  jeop- 
ardize the  college's  relations  with  the 
public  school  system 

Support  for  Wilson  was  mobilized  in  a 
matter  ol  hours  A  Defence  Committee 
was  lormed.  made  up  not  only  of  gay 
activisls,  but  also  ol  sympathizers  from 
Ihe  College  of  Education,  other  students 
and  non-gay  members  of  Ihe  community 
generally.  It  discussed  with  Wilson  what 
the  effects  were  likely  to  be  if  he  con- 
tinued to  oppose  Kirkpalnck:  there  would 
be  widespread  publicity,  noloriety  and 
possibly  injury  lo  his  career  Wilson  was 


It's  our  bait,  so  they'll  have  to  play  by  our  rules 


The  eommitfee  saw  the  battle  operat- 
ing m  two  areas  One  was  amongst  the 
public  at  large,  the  other  in  the  Univers- 
ity community  itself.  A  press  release  was 
issued  and  brought  in  slant  response, 
proving  thai  any  gay  issue  is  still  first 
class  media  bait.  Reporters  and  TV 
cameras  descended  on  the  campus  and 
gave  the  case  wide  coverage  The  norm- 
ally monbund  Saskatoon  Star  Phoenix 
surprised  everyone  by  providing  vigorous 
and  fair  coverage,  which  indeed  it  main- 
lained  throughout  the  case  National 
newspapers  and  TV  picked  up  the  story 
The  University  administration  tned  to 
remain  silenl,  bul  eventually  Ihe  Presi- 
dent ol  Ihe  University  and  Kirkpatnck  an- 
nounced a  press  conference  Dr  ft  w 
Begg  had  only  recently  assumed  the 
leadership  of  the  University,  and  had 
done  so  amidst  considerable  contro- 

i&Baty  Politic 


Dean  J.B.  Kirkpatrick 

He  looks  the  way  an  American  Presi- 
dent ought  lo  look  -  lall.  dignified  and 
amiable.  He  Is  fust  retinng  after 
twenty  years  as  Dean  of  Education, 
Selore  that  he  held  various  adminis- 
Iratfve  positions  in  physical  edu- 
cation, and  he  is  siill  a  good  hand  ai 
lennis  His  intellectual  presence  is  not 
commensurate  with  his  physical 
presence.  A  University  newsletter 
describes  him  as  "a  man  who  has 
always  been  interested  in  finding 
better  ways  of  doing  things  education- 
ally '*  Small  town  school  principals  feel 
safe  with  him 

President  R.W.  Begg,  M.D.,  CM., 
D.  Phil.  (Oxon),  F.R.C.P.(C)  O.C. 

Dr  Begg  became  fifth  President  of 
the  University  of  Saskatchewan  in 
March.  1975  after  a  distinguished 
career  as  a  pathologist  and  military 


officer  He  has  a  ready  laugh  and 
talks  rapidly,  except  when  asked  an 
awkward  question.  Then  he  stops  and 
whistles,  or  else  sucks  away  at  his 
everpresent  pipe  to  gain  time  His 
rococo  eyebrows  remind  some  of 
Mephislopheles  Olbers  find  him 
elfish.  The  nghl  wing  likes  his  con- 
servative stand,  bul  an  increasingly 
large  section  of  the  University  is 
uneasy  at  his  dedication  lo  Ihe  in- 
terests of  big  business  and  ai  his 
habit  of  playing  one  part  of  ihe 
University  against  another  On  more 
than  one  occasion  he  has  described 
himself  as  a  Staff  Officer  Staff  Of- 
ficers always  back  the  decisions  of 
officers  below  them,  they  must  be 
ruthless  in  drawing  blood,  their 
favorite  tactic  is  divide  and  rule,  and 
their  mam  objective  is  to  survive. 
Buggery  amongst  the  iroops  cannot 
be  tolerated 


versy;  this  was  his  firs!  cnsis,  His  per- 
formance at  the  press  conference  was 
maladroit  and.  lo  gay  people,  mfunating 
Kirkpatnck  5  decision  was  purely  a  "man 
agenar  one,  he  declared  It  was  wrong 
lo  say  that  there  had  been  discrimin- 
ation at  the  University  because  super- 
vision of  practice  teaching  took  place  off- 
campus  II  Wilson  suffered  because  of  all 
this  exposure,  ihe  Presidenl  went  on.  it 
was  his  own  fault  since  11  was  he  who 
had  chosen  to  go  public  He  would  be 
happy  to  ask  around  the  School  Boards 
lo  see  if  anyone  would  take  Wilson,  and 
if  so,  there  would  be  no  problem  The 
President  then  had  something  new  lo 
add  aboul  University  policy  on  discrimin- 
ation -  no  acknowledged  homosexual 
man  or  woman  could  be  a  Don  of  Resi- 
dence (a  faculty  supervisory  post  in  Ihe 
student  residences). 

While  the  debate  was  receiving 
national  attention,  with  Wilson  appeanng 
on  "As  II  Happens ",  on  TV  news  inter- 
views and  ai  rallies  in  other  cenires 
across  Canada,  the  Defence  Committee 
directed  its  attention  lo  the  University 
community  it  pnnied  pamphleis  outlin- 


ing its  position  and  demanding  Ihe  re- 
instatement ol  Wilson  together  wilh  a 
University  policy  outlawing  discnmin- 
alion.  Gay  activisls  in  Winnipeg  made  a 
heroic  effort  lo  repnnt  their  tabloid 
Understanding  Homosexuality  in  time 
for  a  very  tighl  deadline,  and  Ihe  com- 
mittee distributed  about  1. 000  copies  A 
demonstration  was  oiganized  to  coin- 
cide wilh  Fall  Convocation  Convocees 
emerging  from  Saskatoon's  Civic  Audit- 
orium, dressed  in  (heir  finery,  met  about 
sixty  demons (ralors,  some  in  lull  aca- 
demic dress,  carrying  placards  and 
making  speeches  about  Saskatchewan  s 
University  of  Sexual  Oiscnminalion 
Chancellor  Dielenbaker  avoided  Ihe 
crowd 

On  campus,  the  student  newspaper, 
The  Sheaf,  was  strongly  supportive  ana 
treated  Ihe  Administration  wilh  its  usual 
benign  contempt.  At  one  poini  >i  brought 
Oul  a  special  gay  issue,  and  Ms  corres- 
pondence columns  were  alive  (or  a 
change  The  majority  ol  the  letters  were 
posjtrve.  most  ol  ihe  opposing  ones 
came  from  Chnstians  Among  these  was 
the  following  chilly  coninbullon  from 


darkest  Bible  Belt: 

Does  anyoody  know  what  time  II  »?  I'l 
tell  you  what  time  it  is  -  it  is  lime  that 
someone  told  the  kids  on  campus  whai 
Ihe  Bible  says  aboul  gayists  I  realize  thai 
most  kids  on  campus  don't  know  or  care 
aboul  Ihe  teachings  ol  Jesus  or  Ihe  Bible 
It  Is  my  hope  thai  Doug  Wilson's  sup- 
porters do  care  bul  are  among  ihe  ignor- 

The  Bible  speaks  very  directly  lo  the 
gaylsts.  The  Bible  leaches:  "You  shall  nol 
lie  with  a  male  a 5  one  lies  with  a  lemale" 
Lev  18  22  "It  there  is  a  man  who  lies 
wilh  a  male  as  those  who  lie  with  a  wo- 


de testable  act;  Ihey  shall  surely  be  put  lo 
dealh"  Lev  2013  . 

I  realize  that  our  society  has  drifted 
somewhat  Irom  ihe  moral  standards  o! 
the  Bible  Bul  remember  Individuals  make 
up  a  society  II  the  Bible  leaches  that  a 
gayisl  Is  worthy  ol  death  are  you  and  I  as 
individuals  going  to  Bland  up  ana  hght  on 
bshall  ol  a  gayist?  Nol  I 
More  literate,  bul  hardly  more  charit- 
able, was  a  long  article  by  Alphonse  de 
Valk,  a  Baslllan  priest  ai  the  catholic  col- 
lege on  campus  He  was  al  pains  lo 
demonstrate  on  religious,  anthropo- 
logical and  practical  grounds,  thai  homo- 
sexuality was  immoral  and  destructive 
and  should  not  be  tolerated:  "Their  views 
should  be  rejected;  their  societies  should 
nol  be  afforded  Ihe  rights  and  privileges 
of  legitimate  organizations.  This  is  not 
discrimination  bul  preventive  medicine" 
De  Valk's  main  sources  were  Ihe  Wolf- 
enden  Report,  two  anihropological  works 
daled  1927  and  1933  respectively.  The 
New  Catholic  Encyclopaedia  and 
several  articles  in  catholic  journals. 
Attention  in  ihe  national  media  gradually 
died  down,  although  it  revived  some- 
what when  Ihe  Saskatchewan  Human 
Righls  Commission  decided  to  try  the 
University  for  violation  of  civil  righls  -  the 
University  sought  an  injunction  and  was 
successful 

Technically,  the  battle  as  lar  as  Ihe 
academic  community  was  concerned 
would  be  decided  in  University  Council 
Council  is  a  body  composed  of  all  full- 
time  faculty  plus  some  senior  adminis- 
trators, wilh  the  President  as  Chairman, 
and  it  is  supposed  lo  act  as  Ihe  main 
advisory  body  lo  the  University  The 
matter  would  be  brought  before  Ihem 

There  now  began  a  long  wrangle 
within  Council  too  complicated  lo  recount 
in  delail  What  follows  Is  a  bare  outline 
The  Presidents  lactic  was  to  try  to  push 
ihe  matter  on  to  a  committee   He  asked 
Council  lo  set  up  such  a  committee  -  not 
necessarily  to  recommend  a  policy  or 
sexual  onentatton,  bul  to  decide  whether 
or  not  a  policy  was  advisable  (remember, 
he  had  already  publicly  announced  a 
policy  ol  partial  discnmination)   If  the 
committee  thoughl  a  policy  was 
necessary  it  should  then  determine 
whether  Ihere  should  be  a  different  policy 
lor  different  colleges!  Clearly,  ihe  Presi- 
denl believed  in  hedging  his  bels  This 
opening  manoeuvre  was  countered  by  a 
strong  fight  to  ditch  Ihe  committee  and 
have  the  mailer  debated  openly  in 
Council,  but  the  Presidents  supporters 
were  too  numerous  and  the  committee 
was  formed  But  one  very  important 
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I!  Curtis  Cate  had  been  writing  about  a 
man  as  Influential  as  George  Sand  was 
not  only  in  literature  but  in  politics,  rt  is 
hard  to  believe  that  he  would  have  de- 
voted the  amount  of  time  he  has  to  her 
private  aflairs.  This  is  not  an  error  In 
Itself  since  it  has  been  a  common  fault  of 
biographers  to  trivialize  the  personal 
relationships  of  great  men.  to  consider 
their  sexuality.  If  at  all.  as  either  dali- 
ance  or  a  danger  to  their  autonomous 
authority  George  Sand's  relationships 
with  other  people  were  enormously 
important  to  her,  but  Curtis  Cate  comes 
to  them  with  all  (he  prejudice  of  a  man 
who  assumes  that  sexual  and  maternal 
love  are  the  centre  of  a  woman's  life, 
any  woman's  tile,  even  if  she  happens  to 
be  the  most  prolific  and  by  her  contem- 
poraries considered  to  be  the  greatest 
writer  of  the  period.  That  bias  colors  all 
his  interpretations  ot  her  relationships, 
and  he  is  not  realty  able  to  understand 
any  of  them,  much  iessintegrate 
them  into  a  total  portrait  of  the  woman. 
His  condescension  and  sexual  plati- 
tudes, coupled  with  the  physical 
weight  of  his  book,  make  it  often  more 
inviting  to  hurl  than  to  read.  Of  George 
Sand's  mothers  bad  temper,  he  says,  (or 
instance.  "She  had  entered  the  age  ot 
menopause,  and  lacking  a  man  to 
assuage  her  passionate  feelings,  she 
sought  an  emotional  outlet  in 
tempestuous  'scenes'."  George  Sand's 
mother  had  real  grievance  enough  not  to 
need  that  sort  of  old  husband's  tale  to 
explain  her  anger  Even  when  he  is 
dealing  with  male  sexuality,  his  frivol- 
ousness  is  obvious  Of  Alfred  de 
Mussel's  taste  in  women,  Cate  must 
comment  thai  he  went  "from  bejewelled 
marquises  to  musk-scented  sluts."  It  is 
no  wonder  that  a  man  so  gross  in  his 
notxms  about  heierosexualrty  cannot 
deal  with  homosexuality  at  all. 

Nearly  alt  George  Sand's  Intimate 
relationships  were  with  men,  and.  with 
the  exception  of  her  husband  and  a 
couple  of  others,  they  were  men  younger 


than  she  Cate  makes  a  great  deal  of 
George  Sand's  masculine  qualities  at  the 
same  time  that  he  works  to  explain  them 
away.  Her  masculine  dress  was  more 
practical  for  riding  in  the  country,  the 
only  costume  that  would  let  her  into  the 
pit  for  cheap  tickets  to  the  theatre  when 
she  was  running  short  of  money.  And, 
though  he  gives  room  to  such  descrip- 
tions ot  her  as  Alfred  de  Vkjny's  "A  man 
In  turn  of  phrase,  language,  sound  of 
voice,  and  boldness  of  expression,"  he 
restricts  these  qualities  to  her  writing  self 
and  always  interprets  her  relationships 
with  men  as  either  childish  or  maternal. 
"At  twenty  (George  Sand]  was  still  erotic- 
ally  Underdeveloped",  and  it  must  have 
hurt  her  husband's  "masculine  pride  to 
realize  that  he  could  not  overcome  his 
wife's  basic  frigidity.1'  As  a  more  mature 
woman,  she  restricted  her  lovers 
sexually  because,  according  to  Cate,  in  a 
motherly  way  she  feared  for  their  health- 
Chopin  was  consumptive,  and 
apparently,  except  in  the  early  stages  ot 
their  relationship,  George  Sand  insisted 
on  abstinence.  A  lover  after  Chopin  also 
developed  consumption.  Cate  does  not 
speculate  that  George  Sand  in  her 
maturity  may  have  been  drawn  to  men 
who  precisely  wouldn't  make  great 
sexual  demands  on  her 
The  relatively  new  freedom  ot  biog- 
raphers to  discuss  the  sexual  nature  and 
experience  of  their  subjects  should  be 
welcomed  by  anyone  seriously  Interested 
in  the  nature  of  the  human  creature,  tor 
we  have  been  treated  to  our  public 
persons  for  too  long  as  if  they  were  like 
the  sexless  dolls  of  our  childhood,  mani- 
kins dressed  In  period  to  play  their  parts 
only  in  the  public  show  ot  politics  and  the 
arts.  But,  as  Body  Politic  by  its  very 
title  suggests,  neither  genitalia  nor  sex- 
ual acts  in  themselves  can,  In  iso- 
lation tell  us  much  about  the  person 
whose  total  identity  and  experience 
are  involved.  Biographers,  like  the 
rest  of  us.  have  been  culturally  con- 
ditioned to  think  of  sexuality  as '"the 
private  parts"  of  a  life  either  beneath 
concern  or  of  prurient  interest. 
Confronted  with  the  possibility  trial  sex- 
uality can  be  a  significant,  perhaps  even 
integrated  part  ot  a  person's  life,  identity 
and  experience,  few  biographers  seem 
capable  ot  using  such  matenat  with  the 
balanced  insight  that  is  required. 

The  difficulties  should  not  be  mini- 
mized. Evidence  has  often  been. 
destroyed,  and,  even  when  ii  exists  in 
diaries  and  letters.  It  is  material  more 
likely  to  be  distorted  than  discussions  of 
artistic  problems  or  political  decisions, 
moral  and  romantic  notions  as  inhibiting 
as  the  language  itself  lor  the  accurate 
and  genuine  expression  of  expenence 
The  compounding  difficulty,  which  should 
be  of  greatest  concern,  is  the  Ignorant 
bias  ot  biographers,  most  of  whom 
accept  responsibility  as  accurate 
researchers  of  the  period,  few  of  whom 
seriously  considef  their  responsibility  to 
educale  themselves  In  noi  only  the 
psychological  but  social  bases  of 


sexuality.  Even  if  one  wanted  an 
education  of  that  sort,  it  would  not  be 
easily  come  by  since  those  texts  which 
exist  are  in  the  large  majority  worse  than 
useless. 

All  three  of  the  biographies  to  be 
reviewed  here,  George  Sand  by  Curtis 
Cate,  The  Lonely  Hunter  by  Virginia 
Spencer  Can.  arid  Amy  by  Jean  Gould. 
are  worth  reading  for  anyone  Interested 
in  Amy  Lowell.  George  Sand,  or  Carson 
McCullers.  all  of  whom  were  gifted 
writers.  Each  of  the  biographers  has- 
been  meticulous  in  the  ordinary  require- 
ments ot  research,  Cate  and  Cart  un- 
fortunately giving  in  to  the  temptation  of 
thoroughness  to  include  far  more 
peripheral  detail  than  is  useful  or 
clarifying,  but  at  least  they  provide  good 
source  books  if  not  always  interesting 
reading.  None  of  them  is  equipped  to 
handle  the  sexual  material  involved. 

Cate  insists  that  the  gossip  about 
George  Sand  as  a  lesbian,  though  abun- 
dant, was  simply  malicious.  In  any  case. 
for  all  the  men  she  was  involved  with, 
there  was  only  one  woman  who  im- 
portantly attracted  her,  Marie  Dorval,  an 
actress.  In  the  intense  beginning  of  their 
relationship,  Marie  Dorval  often  went 
from  the  theatre  to  George  Sand  and 
spent  the  night,  a  habit  explained  by 
Cate  as  simply  one  of  convenience  since 
Alfred  de  Vigny.  Marie's  lover,  would  be 
asleep  at  that  hour  and  George  Sand 
was  accustomed  to  staying  up  through 
the  night.  He  does  not  go  on  to  deal  with 
the  fact  that,  except  for  with  Marie  Dor- 
val, George  Sand  reserved  those  hours 
exclusively  for  her  writing.  "That  the  tete- 
a-tete  occasionally  become  (sic)  a  corps- 
a -corps  is  possible  though  I  personally 
doubt  it."  He  doubts  it  because  George 
Sand  was  obsessed  by  the  idea  that 
she  was  too  masculine..."  And  he  goes 
on  to  say  that,  therefore,  she  "must  in 
any  case  have  been  a  gauche  and  timid 
lover."  It  seems,  quite  to  the  contrary, 
that  she  pressed  her  affair  with  Marie 
Dorval  so  urgently  it  finally  caused  a 
break  between  them.  Alfred  de  vigny 
wrote  across  a  plaintive  letter  George 
Sand  sent  to  Mane,  "I've  forbidden  Mane 
to  reply  to  this  Sappho  who  bores  her." 

At  pains  to  prove  she  was  not  a 
lesbian.  Cate  also  wants  to  be  sure  he 
does  not  give  the  impression  she  might      : 
have  been  sympathetic  to  women's  liber- 
ation today,  for.  though  she  took  a  s'rong  ! 
stand  against  mamage,  she  was  not  in 
favor  of  granting  women  the  vote. 
George  Sand,  in  these  dangerous  times, 
must  not  be  made  a  model  for  contem- 
porary women  but  be  retained  in  the  role 
of  maternal  lover,  indulgent  and  protec- 
tive. The  fact  that  her  reputation  as  a 
writer  has  suffered  since  her  time  makes 
it  the  easier  to  focus  on  her  as  a  woman 
who,  though  dedicated  to  democratic 
pnnaples  and  an  advocate  of  them,  re- 
fused as  ludicrous  the  suggestion  that 
she  run  for  office. 

The  point  is  not  that  George  Sand  was 
a  lesbian  or  a  women's  libber.  Her  life 
has  been  taken  Into  the  hands  ot  a  btog- 
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Whatfa  In  "Our  Image"? 
As  gay  people,  we  see  ourselves 
being  portrayed  by  our  culture  <n  Innum- 
erable ways  and  In  vartous  media  and  an 
torms  The  books  by  us  and  about  us 
proOterale;  they  need  lo  be  reviewed  and 
analysed   The  traditional  forms  ot  '111911' 
culture'  -  art.  music,  dance,  theatre  -  are 
beginning  to  Incorporate  gay  themes  or 
characters,  wrlh  varying  degrees  ot 
success.  We  should  be  assessing  what 
they  do  The  mass  media  -  the  daily 
press,  television,  radio  -  reach  millions  It 
■s  crucial  that  we  monitor  the  coverage 
homosexuals  receive  there  Gay  people 
ate  attempting  to  uncover  our  lost  history 
and  we  wan!  to  share  some  o(  that 
research  with  our  readers 


Our  Mistake 
The  name  ot  the  author  ot  the  Lord 
Hervey  feature  In  our  No  23  issue 
was  misspelled.  The  correct  spelling 
of  Jims  last  name  Is  Dubro. 
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tapher  who  wants  lo  dominate  her  as  no 
man  in  her  life  had  been  able  to.  Necro- 
philia is  hardly  the  most  clarifying  sexual 
stance  for  a  biographer. 

II  the  abundance  of  detail  in  George 
Sand  works  to  bully  Its  subject,  the  same 
failing  in  The  Lonely  Hunter  lends  to 
trivialize  Carson  McCullers.  Virginia 
Spencer  Carr  does  not  lack  sympathy  for 
her  subject.  She  is  far  more  dedicated 
than.  I  suspect,  most  readers  can  be  to  a 
gifted  writer  who  seems  to  have  had  little 
gift  as  a  human  being.  Egotistical, 
emotionally  dependent,  physically 
frail.  Carson  McCullers  was  a  clinging 
tyrant  in  her  relationships  with  olher 
people  Elizabeth  Bowen,  who  endured 
her  twice  as  a  house  guest,  said,  "I 
always  felt  Carson  was  a  destroyer:  lor 
which  reason  I  chose  never  to  be  closely 
involved  with  her."  Reeves,  her  weak 
and  abused  and  abusive  husband,  con- 
templated killing  her  and  finally  killed 
himself.  Only  Tennessee  Williams  seems 
to  have  lasted  the  course  of  her  life, 
faithful  in  his  indulgence  ol  and 
admiration  for  her.  It  was  a  life  with 
enough  melodramatic  urgency,  crisis  and 
catastrophe  to  have  made  a  fairly  hair- 
raising,  al  times  hilarious,  at  times  tragic 
story,  and  some  of  the  other  players,  like 
W.H,  Auden,  Gypsy  Rose  Lee,  and 
Katherine  Anne  Porter,  are  colorful 
enough  in  themselves  fo  present 
challenging  technical  problems  to  keep 
them  in  their  minor  roles.  Carr,  however, 
continually  Interrupts  the  thrust  ol  that  life 
with  domestic  trivia,  medical  speculation, 
truly  minor  characters  who  have  value 
onfy  for  the  interviews  they  granted  her, 
and  finally  tentative  explanations  ol 
Carson  McCullers,  designed,  for  the 
most  part,  to  keep  her  from  entirety  ex- 
asperating her  reading  audience  as  she 
did  most  of  her  live  audience  with  drun- 
ken antics,  not  very  good  piano 
recitals,  and  cries  for  help.  That  Carson 
McCullers  could  produce  the  amount  of 
work  she  did  against  the  pressure  of 
both  real  and  imagined  illness,  finally 
crippling  strokes,  is  due  to  her  own 
remarkable  dedication  as  an  artist  and  to 
the  uncritical  and  unwavering  support 
offered  to  her  by  her  mother  and  later  by 
Mary  Mercer,  a  doctor  who  attended  her 
"i  the  last  bedndden  years  of  her  life, 
Cams  attempts  to  deatwith  Carson 
McCuller's  sexual  nature  and  Involve- 
ments are  neither  so  obtuse  nor  so  de- 
fensive as  Cafes  with  George  Sand.  She 
is  more  often  descriptive  than  analytical 
and  she  doesn't  tall  into  the  obvious 
psychoanalytic  traps  that  make 
McCullers'  life  often  look  like  a  Freudian 
mine  field.  Though  Can  does  spend  a 
good  deal  of  time  examining  the  relation- 
ship Carson  had  with  her  mother,  who 
proclaimed  her  daughter's  genius'  at  birth 
frankly  favored  her  above  the  other 
children,  and  tended  her  in  illness  as  if  it 
were  not  simply  the  first  but  Ihe  only 
requirement  of  her  life,  Carr  does  not 
,  automatically  associate  this  dependency 
with  Carson's  passions  for  women  all 
through  her  life.  Cam's  attempt  Is  to 
make  that  range  ol  Carson's  sexual 
nature  simply  a  fact-  "Not  to  be  interes- 
ted in  sex  with  men...  was  as  much  a 
part  of  her  physiological  make-up  as 
having  two  legs,  arms,  a  heart,  and  a 
brain."  But.  if  that  is  so,  why  does  Carr 
also  say  of  Reeves,  "he  was  incapable 
of  coping  with  his  wife's  sexual  inclin- 
ations or  of  helping  her  lo  become  more 
heterosexualty  oriented"? 

The  passions  Carson  McCullers 
conceived  for  people  as  diverse  as  Greta 
Garbo  and  Katharine  Anne  Porter  her 
presentation  of  herself  as  a  young  genius 
worthy  to  worship  at  their  (eel  (she  liter- 
ally threw  herself  at  the  teet  of  Kathanne 
Anne  Porter,  who  stepped  over  her  in 
order  not  to  be  late  to  dinner)  were 
consislently  rebuffed,  but  her  involve- 
ment with  Erika  Mann  and  through  her 
with  Annemane  Clarac-Schwarzenbaeh 
was  of  a  different  order  since  with  these 
two  women  she  hoped  for  an  all-embrac- 
ing rapport,  and  perhaps  she  came 
closer  to  it  with  Annemane  than  with 
anyone  else  Her  desire  to  be  lover 
rather  than  beloved,  her  belief  that  the 
roles  could  not  be  reciprocal,  were 
sources  of  insight  In  her  work  but  made 
her  own  life  ludicrous  and  painful  much 
of  Ihe  time  H  wasn't  bisexuaWy,  as  Carr 


Carson 
McCullers 


Taking  us  by  and  large,  we're  a  queerlot 
We  women  who  write  poetry.  And  when  you  think 
How  few  ot  us  there  ve  been,  iTs  queerer  still. 
I  wonder  what  it  is  that  makes  us  00  it 
Singles  us  out  to  scribble  down,  man-wise, 
The  fragments  of  ourselves  Whyarewe 
AJready  mother-creatures,  double-bearing. 
With  matrices  in  body  and  in  brain? 

From  "The  Sisters"  by  Amy  Lowell 
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tentatively  suggests,  which  was  at  the 
rool  of  Carson's  unhappy  relationships 
with  people  but  a  preoccupation  with 
herself,  compounded  By  the  require- 
ments ol  artistic  dedication  and  severe 
illness.  But  al  least  this  biographer 
doesn't  make  an  authonty  o(  her 
ignorance,  and  it  is  better  lor  Carson 
McCulters  to  surfer  a!  the  hands  ol  sym- 
pathy and  3  prolusion  of  not  dearty 
structured  details  than  at  the  hands  of  a 
misinformed  expert  or  bigot. 

Jean  Gould  is  sorry  that  Ada  Dwyer 
Russell,  the  woman  Amy  Lowell  lived 
with  lor  many  years,  did  not  write  any- 
thing about  their  relationship  to  contribute 
understanding  'especially  to  those 
troubled  with  a  psychosexual  conflict 
such  as  Amy  Lowell's ."  Without  that  tes- 
timony Gould  dabbles  in  a  number  ol 
popular  theories  She  daims  a 
"dominance  of  masculine  genes  in  Am/; 
who  as  a  child  was  "seemingly  as  much 
a  boy  as  a  girl",  "as  it  she  had  liter- 
ally sprung  trom  her  father's  loins."  It  is 
typical  ol  her  style  to  offer  first  a  bit  ol 
unsubstantiated  medical  lore  and  then  to 
add  mythological  reference  so  that  Amy 
Lowell  is  never  In  danger  of  being  pres- 
ented as  a  case  history  but  afways  as 
larger-than-hle  as  she  was  But,  as  l(  un- 
certain that  the  genetic  theory  is  sound 
enough,  Goufd  also  explains  Amy's  being 
a  Tomboy  as  the  resutt  of  her  having  no 
companions  her  own  age  and  Imitating 
her  brothers  and  lather  because  she 
admired  them.  The  balance  for  this 
earnest  analysis  is  a  comic  story  about 
Amy's  signing  a  letter  to  her  parents, 
"Your  loving  son,  Amy"  because  she 
could't  spell  "daughter" 

Amy  Lowell's  gross  overweight,  even 
in  adolescence,  contributed  to  her  own 
sense  ol  hersell  as  "a  great,  rough,  mas- 
culine, strong  thing ",  but  it  did  not  make 
her  envious  or  shy  ol  other  girls  her  age 
"She  seemed  to  gravitate  toward  the 
prettiest  girls  in  school."  In  her  diary,  she 
acknowledged  the  kind  of  relationship 
she  wanted:  "I  feel  very  much  in  need  ol 
a  very  intimate  friend,  a  friend  whom  I 
should  love  better  than  any  other  girl  in 
the  world  and  who  would  feel  so  toward 
me...  we  should  love  to  be  alone 
logether,  both  of  us."  The  reciprocity 
Amy  L dwell  required  and  obviously 
achieved  in  her  relationship  with  Ada 
Russell  was  part  ol  her  larger  pride  in 
her  identity  as  a  Lowell,  one  ol  the  great 
and  wealthy  eastern  families,  and  In 
herself  as  a  poet.  The  early  attempts  of 
her  mother  to  force  her  into  a  more  con- 
ventional mode,  refusing  to  let  her  act 
a  male  role  in  a  play,  making  an  effort  to 
see  her  property  marhed,  were  only  tem- 
porarily distractions  from  the  character 
she  would  develop.  There  were  rumors 
of  a  fiance  who  left  town,  the  explan- 
ation for  a  trip  abroad  and  a  session  of 
severe  dieting  which  left  Amy  Lowell  in  a 
deep  lassitude  for  a  long  time.  The  biog- 
rapher, while  admitting  that  some  were 
convinced  there  never  was  a  fiance, 
makes  much  of  Amy  Lowell's  suffer- 
ing from  unrequited  heterosexual  love 
not  only  In  this  experience  but  later  in 
her  long  friendship  with  Cart  Engel,  as  if 
these,  too,  could  explain  her  final  sexual 
choices 

If  Amy  Lowell  had  wanted  a  husband, 
she  could  have  purchased  one  not  only 
with  her  actual  wealth  but  with  her 
position.  She  might  have  been  too  proud 
for  such  a  solution,  but  she  would  also 
have  been  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do 
with  one,  for,  she  hersell  explained, 
"I  cannot  help  admiringjand  generally 
falling  in  love  with,  extreme  beauty." 
Alter  seeing  Duse.  the  lamous  actress, 
perform  in  Boston,  Amy  Lowell,  "with 
masculine  aggression,  followed  her 
idol  to  Philadelphia."  She  later  courted 
Ada.  also  an  actress,  with  the  same 
energy. 

Always  attracted  to  the  theatre.  Amy 
Lowell  was  a  real  actress  herself  She 
loved  lo  produce  plays  at  her  own  house, 
and  she  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  reading 
and  tectunng  lours  once  she  was  an 
established  poet.  She  liked  to  "play" 
herself,  a  large,  forthnght  woman  who 
smoked  cigars,  part  of  that  pleasure 
being  that  to  unwrap  a  cigar  was  like 
undressing  a  lady"  And  she  earned 
herself  into  her  business  dealings  with 
publishers  and  editors  in  the  same  way. 


assured,  hard-headed,  proud. 

Amy  Lowell  and  Gertrude  Stein  were 
almost  exact  contemporaries,  and  Gould 
compares  them,  daiming  that  they  both 
contributed  "by  the  lives  they  led,  to  the 
liberation  of  women,  lesbian  or 
otherwise,  the  world  over."  The  difficulty 
with  this  claim  is  that  the  life  Amy  Lowell 
and  Gertrude  Stein  both  led  was  based 
on  social  privilege  Neither  was 
dependent  on  social  approval  lor 
survival.  Amy  Lowell  had  even  less 
political  consciousness  than  Gertrude 
Stem  Only  at  the  end  qf  her  life  did  Amy 
Lowell  develop  paranoia  about  those 
classes  ol  people,  suffering  poor  working 
conditions  and  wages  in  the  mills  owned 
by  her  family,  and  then  her  concern  was 
not  for  them  bul  for  herself.  Liberation  lor 
Amy  Lowell  was  entirely  a  personal 
matter. 

Sex  roles  are  very  much  linked  with 
power,  and  a  great  many  of  Amy 
Lowell's  mannerisms  and  tastes,  which 

i  offered  as  secondary  sex  charae- 
tenstics  indicative  of  her  sexual  needs, 
may  have  been  much  more  importantly 
related  to  her  desire  lor  power,  not 
necessarily  in  a  sexual  relationship  at  all. 
but  in  the  worid  where  she  fought  to  be 
recognized  not  just  as  the  sister  of  the 
President  ol  Harvard  University,  not  |usl 

i  Lowell  but  as  herself,  an  accom- 
plished poet.  One  of  her  ambitions  was 
to  have  the  President  ol  Harvard  known 
more  importantly  as  "the  brother  ol  Amy 
Lowell."  In  her  relationship  with  Ada, 
though  she  may  have  wanted  to  assert 
her  authority,  there  are  indications  that  it 
was  a  far  more  equal  relationship  be- 
cause Ada  insisted  on  a  businesslike 
salary  lor  her  part  in  organizing  Amy 
Lowell's  life,  on  freedom  lo  visit  with  her 
family  and  Inends  as  she  chose  Amy's 
nickname  tor  Ada  was  Peter,  as  if  it  were 
important  to  lift  her,  too,  into  an  identity 
of  privilege. 

As  a  biography  Amy  is  the  most 
ambitious  in  attempting  to  bring  private 
and  public  person  into  focus  together 
Though  Gould  can  introduce  some 
conventional  regrets  for  Amy  Lowell's 
failure  in  heterosexual  love,  she  happily 
acknowledges  that  Ada  was  the  source 
of  Amy  Lowell's  greatest  poems.  "If  her 
impetus  toward  heterosexual  love  had 
not  been  checked  -  to  her  tragic  dis- 
appointment at  the  time  -  she  might 
never  have  been  more  than  a  Boston 
clubwoman  and  society  matron  running  a 
semilrterary  salon."  Gould  ends  the  biog- 
raphy by  quoting  Amy  Lowell's  "In 
Excelsis ",  whose  mood  is  evident  in  just 
a  fragment: 

So  you-  mr-  earth-  heaven- 
I  00  not  Itignk  you. 
I  lake  you 

Perhaps  what  these  biographers  all  'ail 
lo  do  is  to  deal  with  the  reciprocal 
pressures  of  sexuality  and  society,  the 
part  money  and  privilege  or  lack  of  it 
play  in  sexual  choice,  how  little  "mas- 
culine" and  "feminine1'  trails  have  to 
do  with  sex  at  all  but  with  power  or  lack 
of  it  At  least  both  Jean  Gould  and 
Virginia  Carr  respect  the  sexual  exper- 
ience of  their  subjects  though  they  may 
not  afways  understand  it.  Curtis  Cate,  for 
all  his  asserting  to  the  contrary,  has  not 
been  able  to  reduce  George  Sand  to  his 
own  needs,  and,  though  this  is,  by  far. 
the  worst  biography  of  the  three.  George 
Sand  remains  the  most  politically  per- 
ceptive because  she  understood  the 
relationship  between  private  and  public 
lives,  even  if  her  own  was  imperfectly 
related  to  her  knowledge. 

We  do  not  want  or  need  biographers 
who  come  to  the  lives  of  their  subjects 
with  a  tidy  sexual  or  political  theory  for 
analysis  and  judgement  What  is  required 
is  the  knowledge  that,  if  sexuality  is  a 
legitimate  subject  for  the  biographer,  the 
diches  of  the  culture  are  not  sufficient  for 
dealing  with  it  Explaining  or  explaining 
away  sexual  identity  and  experience  are 
not  the  point   Restonng  human  beings  to 
their  wholeness  in  our  perception  of  them 
is  the  job  of  biographer  and  citizen  alike 
As  long  as  who  and  what  we  desire  are 
treated  as  broken  oft  secrets  of  our  lives, 
tnvia)  (or  men,  all  consuming  for  women, 
we  will  go  on  understanding  very  little 
about  what  it  is  lo  be  human,  m  public  or 
private     G 
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The  Lesbian  in 
Literature 

A  Bibliography 

Gene  Damon,  Jan  Watson  and 
Robin  Jordan  (eds) 

The  Ladder,  1975,  $7.00 

The  Male 
Homosexual  in 
Literature 

A  Bibliography 

Ian  Young  (ed) 

Scarecrow  Press,  1975.  $10.50 

We  are  only  now  beginning  to  realize  the 
extent  and  range  of  the  homosexual  liter- 
ary tradition   How  many  ol  us  can 
remember  when  even  a  lew  years  ago  it 
was  virtually  impossible  to  find  a  list  that 
could  direct  us  lo  literature  about  our- 
selves? Discoveries  were  usually  acci- 
dental: we  might  stumble  upon  a  gay 
character  in  a  novel  or  intuitively  sense 
the  homoerotic  element  in  a  poem.  But 
unless  we  were  really  lucky,  we  never 
found  anything  that  was  unequivocal  or 
inspinng  or  even  marginally  positive. 

These  two  bibliographies  provide  a 
map  of  previously  uncharted  territory. 
They  complement  each  other  very  well, 
dealing  as  they  do  with  both  the  lesbian 
and  the  gay  male  in  literature.  Gay 
literature  may  have  been  ignored, 
dismissed  and  suppressed  throughout 
the  centuries,  but  when  you  put  it  all 
together  it  turns  out  to  be  not  such  a 
modest  compilation  after  all.  The 
Lesbian  In  Literature  has  over  2500 
entries,  and  The  Male  Homosexual  In 
Literature  3000  items.  They  should  be 
considered  essential  companion  volumes 
in  any  basic  library  collection  on  homo- 
sexuality. 

Of  course,  the  kinds  ol  fidion,  poetry, 
drama  and  autobiography  that  gefindu- 
ded  are  of  enormously  varying  quality  in 
both  volumes.  Many  selections  are  not 
by  gay  authors,  and  therefore  may 
present  a  distorted  view  of  homosexual- 
ity The  Lesbian  In  Literature  has 
undergone  a  significant  change  in 
content  in  this  regard.  When  it  first 
appeared  in  1967  and  was  circulated 
modestly  in  homophile  circles,  it  con- 
tained a  classification  system  of  A.  B.  C, 
and  T  The  letters  correspond  roughly  to 
major  or  minor  content,  repressed  be- 
haviour content  and  trash.  The  second 
edition  uses  the  same  classification 
system  bul  whereas  the  T  items  in  the 
first  edition  numbered  over  3000,  in  the 
second  almost  none  remain.  Gone  are 
the  most  lurid  formula  titles  like  Wanton 
Desire,  Gang  Girls,  Lust  Lottery  and 
Dfkesville. 

The  passing  of  pulp  fiction  from 
the  lists  is  hardly  a  cause  (or  mourning, 
containing  as  it  did  such  sensationalized 
and  homophobic  representations  of  les- 
bians, but  it  does  provide  a  valuable 
source  of  raw  matenal  for  the  study  of 
stereotypes  and  social  attitudes  (An 
interesting  attempt  at  such  an  analysis 
appeared  in  the  special  Lesbian- Feminist 
issue  of  Margins  Magazine  in  August, 
1975)  At  least  now  no  lesbian  should 
have  to  resort  to  the  frisson  fodder  of 
(male)  middle  America  to  read  about 
herself. 

Ian  Young's  gay  male  bibliography 
contains  a  bonus  of  lour  essays  on  gay 
literature  by  Graham  Jackson,  Rlctor 
Norton  and  Young  himself.  These  are 
genera]  surveys  of  the  gay  novel,  gay 
drama  and  gay  poetry  lo  supplement  the 
booklists,  as  well  as  an  eloquent  indid- 
ment  by  Norton  of  the  lit  cril  industry  lor 
the  systematic  suppression  and  dismis- 
sal of  homosexuality  from  its  consider- 
ations Norton  pinpoints  the  problem  as 
the  "very  curtous  assumption  that  homo- 
sexual writers  express  a  merely  homo- 
sexual Iruth  ansing  from  the  ghetto  ol 
their  expenence,  while  heterosexual 
writers  are  somehow  capable  of  expres- 
sing universal  truth " 

The  task  for  the  cntic-gay-liberator. 


Our  Image 


then,  is  to  give  the  lie  to  this  assumption 
by  her/his  urgently  needed  restorative 
investigations  of  gay  literature.  The  bib- 
liographies will  be  ol  considerable  help  to 
them  This  is  not  to  say  the  reader-gay- 
liberator  will  not  find  the  guides  uselul  as 
well.  There  is  still  the  element  of  hit-and- 
miss,  of  course,  since  annotations  are 
non-existent  Busy  readers  would  have 
welcomed  more  hints  at  content. 

How  complete  are  the  bibliographies? 
That  is  very  difficult  to  assess  in  such  an 
under-researched  field.  My  suspldons 
are  that  they  are  but  the  beginning  of  a 
long  line  o I  ever- more-specialized  com- 
pilations and  they  will  serve  as  important 
catalysts  to  others  No  doubt  there  are 
people  already  harrumphing  at  the 
omissions  ol  titles  by  their  favorite 
obscure  author  The  editor  of  both  books 
would  no  doubt  be  pleased  to  hear  about 
them.  Let  them  know. 

by  Ed  Jackson  D 

The  Making  of  the 
Modern  Family 

Edward  Shorter 
Basic  Books,  1975,  $16.50 
The  family  as  we  know  It  is  no  eternal 
institution,  and  its  changes  are  important 
to  gay  people,  lor  it  is  within  the  family 
that  we  are  raised  surrounded  by  hetero- 
sexual models,  and  it  is  the  lamily  that 
later  exdudes  us.  Gay  life  necessarily 
takes  place  outside  its  bounds. 

Before  the  changes  in  sexual  habits 
and  the  status  of  women  and  gays  In 
progress  today,  there  was  an  earlier  rev- 
olution in  Western  Europe  and  North 
America  around  1800  that  destroyed  the 
traditional  family.  The  changes  were  in 
three  areas  -  mate  selection,  the  mother- 
child  relation  and  the  relation  ol  home  life 
to  community  lite  The  Making  of  the 
Modem  Family  draws  on  old  records  to 
describe  the  lives  ol  trie  mass  of  people 
(not  the  upper  crust)  in  these  areas 
before  the  last  "sexual  revolution"'  And  it 
shows  how  there  then  appeared  in  the 
individual's  experience  of  life  what 
Shorter  calls  a  surge  of  sentiment:  a 
"willingness  lo  rearrange  the  objectives 
in  one's  lite  so  that  emotional  ties  to 
other  people  go  to  the  top  of  the  list  and 
more  traditional  objectives  get  ranked 
further  down". 

These  traditional  objectives  were  bas- 
ically of  an  economic  nature  To  begin 
with  mate  selection,  most  people  in  the 
eighteenth  century  did  not  live  from 
wages  but  on  an  income  derived  from 
owning  property  like  a  farm.  A  central 
concern  was  the  expansion  and  orderly 
inheritance  of  this  property.  Marriages 
amounted  to  a  contract  between  two  lots 
of  property  and  a  means  of  identifying 
the  line  of  inheritance.  There  was 
naturally  a  great  concern  with  child  legit- 
imacy, pre-marital  female  chastity  and  ■ 
making  a  good  match,  propertywiss. 

But  with  the  capitalist  labor  market, 
there  appeared  a  class  of  wageworkers 
whose  income  did  not  come  from  owning 
property,  and  this  translated  into  a  new 
sexual  subculture.  "Romantic  love"  (I 
prefer  Frederick  Engel's  term  "individual 
sex-love")  became  possible  among  this 
group  of  people.  Shelter's  evidence  is  a 
massive  increase  in  the  number  of 
illegitimate  births,  with  reasons  to  be- 
lieve this  resulted  from  more  pre-marital 
sex;  and  a  change  in  who  was  seleaed 
-  a  dedme  in  property  criteria,  an 
increase  in  mates  of  the  same  age,  and 
by  implication  an  increase  in  personal 


This  raises  an  interesting  question  (or 
the  gay  reader  Were  other  forms  of  sex 
also  'liberated'  at  this  early  date,  down  at 
the  bottom  of  the  social  ladder?  Or  were 
these  forms  never  as  hemmed  in-'  Or  did 
they  become  more  restricted  than  ever 
with  the  appearance  ol  the  modem 
family?  Shorter  only  mentions  this  matter 
in  passing  He  asks  whether,  given  pre- 
marital abstinence  Irom  coitus  in  tra- 
ditional society,  people  engaged  in 
other  erotic  activities  such  as  mas- 
turbation and  homoerotic  ads   Un- 
fortunately, he  only  tells  us  what  he 
learned  about  masturbation,  opining  that 
it  was  not  common  until  after  1750  But 
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Nuclear  family  (circa  1! 

his  only  evidence  is  thai  there  was  a 
sudden  appearance  at  lhat  time  ot 
literature  denouncing  the  practice. 
Shorter  is  on  shaky  ground  here  (you 
can  tell  he  is  lacking  evidence  when  his 
sentences  start  with  I  jusi  cannot  believe 
that-..')  The  sudden  concern  about 
masturbation  could  have  been  otherwise 
motivated:  perhaps  it  became  more 
open,  or  it  came  to  be  seen  not  as  an 
isolated  curiosity  but  as  pan  ot  a  more 
general  threat  to  the  social  labric. 

Shorter  also  misses  something,  I  think, 
"■  his  account  of  how  women  were  affec- 
ted by  the  economic  changes.  They  were 
more  affected  than  men,  because  they 
could  now  hire  themselves  out  tor  wages 
and  thus  obtain  a  degree  of  economic  in- 
dependence that  would  enable  them  to 
act  more  as  they  pleased.  And  there  was 
a  class  difference  here:  legitimacy  and 
good  matches  remained  a  concern  for 
the  propertied  classes,  but  this  group 
soon  came  to  have  a  high  standard  ot 
living,  and  the  mans  work  alone  could 
support  the  family.  For  the  first  time, 
women  were  available  for  inlenslve  criild- 
ca/e  (previously  children  had  been  neg- 
lected by  today's  standards).  This  meant 
a  division  ol  labor  between  the  sexes 
even  greater  than  before:  these  women 
no  longer  generated  a  part  of  Ihe  family 
income,  which  in  traditional  society  had 
given  them  a  certain  status. 

Now,  toward  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
century  -  that  is  what  Shorter  misses  - 
the  family  with  a  dependent  wife 
appeared  in  the  working  class.  The 
exploitation  of  third  wodd  countries 
enabled  capitalists  to  pay  some  workers 
in  the  imperial  centres  wages  high 
enough  to  support  a  wrfe.  She  might 
tike  war,  but  could  later  be  sent  back  to 
the  home  This  is  Ihe  period  when 
ideologies  that  divide  working  people 
came  to  the  fore  -  racist  theones  were 
first  elaborated,  and  sexism  as  we  know 
it  took  hold  Women  were  denied  equaJ 
wages;  to  cut  back  abortion,  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  propounded  in  1869  its 
doctrine  ol  the  soul  entering  trie  fetus 
shortly  after  conception,  and  in  Germany 
trie  anti-gay  paragraph  175  of  Ihe  Pen3l 
Code  was  introduced  in  1871   This 
"counter-revolution"  did  not  begin  lo 
abate  till  recently,  another  factor  making 
changes  in  sex,  marriage  and  the  family 
appear  new. 

Shorter  claims,  confusingly,  trial 
despite  trie  more  elaborate  division  ot 
labor  between  trie  sexes,  there  was  a 
decline  in  sex  role  distinctions,  by  which 
he  seems  lo  mean  more  empathy  be- 
tween the  sexes  Here  I  think  he  may  be 
misinterpreting  modem  male  chauvinist 
chivalry  Or  else  he  is  assuming  mat  with 
Ihe  nse  of  what  he  calls  domesticity' 
couples  became  soul  mates'   His  chap- 
ter on  domesticity  shows  how  in 
traditional  society  people  socialized 
mainly  wilri  community  peer  groups. 
mostly  ot  the  same  sex   Later,  men  were 
drawn  from  male  socializing  to  f amity 
intimacy  (km  group  socializing,  and 
among  the  middle  class  socializing  wilh 
other  couples) 

The  explanation  is  somewhat  lost  in 
the  description,  but  it  is  revealing:  "Ac- 


cording to  Villeneuve  (a  contemporary 
observer),  if  middle-class  families  in 
Marseille  were  withdrawing  from  constant 
community  contact,  it  was  because  that 
outside  world  -  in  this  case  bourgeois 
commerce  -  appeared  less  inviting  than 
formerly."  In  other  words,  people  Red  to 
Ihe  home  as  a  refuge  from  a  work  world 
increasingly  dominated  by  cash  values. 
The  concept  'home  sweet  home',  the 
family  as  the  pinnacle  of  civilization,  be- 
came dominant,  spreading  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  to  the 
working  class  Daily  social-emotlohal 
life  became  centred  by  necessity  In  Ihls 
small,  heterosexual  unit,  a  far  cry  in  all 
respects  from  traditional  society.  But  I  (ail 
to  see  why  Shorter  would  want  to  call 
this  a  decline  in  sex  role  distinctions.  As 
long  as  men  and  women  are  raised  lo 
perform  different  tasks,  trie  habils  and 
mentalities  of  one  sex  will  be  foreign 
to  the  other. 

At  times,  I  got  the  feeling  Shorter 
thinks  the  modem  family  Is  based  on 
'sentiment',  with  economic  necessity 
secondary   But  forming  couples  is  not 
what  defines  the  family  The  key  to  the 
lamiry  today  is  the  continuing  economic 
dependence  ol  women  arising  from  their 
role  as  housewife  and  mother  Any  les- 
sening of  that  dependence  (as  at 
present,  though  I  think  Shorter  exagger- 
ates it)  is  a  breakdown  of  Ihe  family  as  it 
now  exists  Shorter  explicitly  slates  thai 
Ihe  modem  family  grew  around  Ihe 
mother's  childbearing  and  Ihe  father's 
fleeing  (or  refuge,  rather  Irian  around  trie 
continuation  into  ma  mage  ol  pre-mahtal 
sex-love.  These  are  first  and  foremost 
economic  concerns,  though  Ihey  have 
obvious  implications  for  'sentimental'  lite. 

And  not  only  (or  heterosexuality 
Homosexuality  does  not  fit  in  with  a 
society  where  marriage  follows  'naturally' 
from  the  division  of  labor  between  the 
sexes.  As  the  latter  changes,  homo- 
sexual relations  ol  a  new  kind  become 
possible  outside  the  traditional  forms 
compatible  with  marnage  (prostitution, 
mamed  older  man  witri  unmanned 
younger  man),  Sexual-emolional  relation- 
ships between  two  people  of  the  same 
sex,  both  of  marriageable  age.  are  one 
sign  of  change. 

While  it  cannot  be  said  lhat  'sentiment' 
has  come  into  its  own,  free  of  economic 
constrain!.  Shorter  is  probably  nght  in 
saying  thai  the  coming  of  industrial  civil- 
rzation  brought,  on  the  whole,  an 
enrichment  of  sex-love  life  for  most 
people.  This  challenges  well-worn  Freud- 
ian assumptions  Moreover,  the  book 
suggested  lo  me  lhat  not  only  behaviour 
changed,  but  also  people  s  inner  reelings 
and  desires  I  "canno!  believe '  these 
were  the  same  before  1800  as  they  are 
now.  jusi  the  product  ot  a  histoncally 
constant  "libido"  Shorter,  more 
traditional  here.  lends  to  see  sexual 
desire  as  an  unchanging  and  autonom- 
ous force,  and  one  trial  is  disruptive  of 
social  order  and  inherently  incompatible 
with  bnglasting  relationships  He  sug- 
gest the  increase  in  sex -lor -pleasure 
within  marnage  has  made  Ihe  lamiry. 
formerly  centred  on  'domestic  intimacy 
unstably  An  alternative  view  is  mat  it  will 
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be  disruptive  in  any  society  like  ours. 
where  the  predominant  form  ol  long- 
lasting  relation  is  a  socially  isolated  unil 
like  the  modem  family,  based  on  econ- 
omic compulsion  and  sexual  inequality 

I  have  nol  looked  at  Snorters  descrip- 
tion of  changes  in  the  lives  ot  children,  or 
ai  his  historical  methods.  His  use  of 
statistics  and  reasoning  based  on  them 
is  very  Interesting,  and  he  conveys  what 
he  learned  in  a  very  readable  way. 
though  I  found  his  sense  ol  humor  a  bit 
precious  My  mam  criticism  is  thai  he 
seems  to  have  written  ihe  book  without 
qurte  making  up  his  mind  whether  or  not 
he  is  a  Marxist   Besides  small  things  like 
wntrng  "capitalism"  in  quotes,  as  if  there 
is  some  question  as  to  whether  such  a 
thing  really  exists.  Shorter  does  have  a 
class-based  economic  explanation  of  the 
changes  he  describes  but  il  gets  los!  in 
the  otherwise  interesting  picture  ol  a 
sentimental  revolution'   Still,  the  book 
gives  a  real  sense  of  the  family  as  a 
changing  institution   Us  miles  above  the 
sociological  tnvia  we  are  constantly 
; -posed  to. 

by  Brian  MossopD 

Male  Armor 

Selected  Plays,  1966-1974 
Martin  Duberman 
Dutton,  1975,  $10.75 

Martin  Duberman  is  no  intellectual 
slouch.  Unlike  most  playwrights  who 
write  lo  appease  or  reassure  their  aud- 
iences with  sate  and  easy  platitudes. 
Duberman  attempls  what  lew  of  his  con- 
temporaries would  dare  to  essay  an 
examination  of  what  it  means  to  be  a 
'man'.  As  he  writes  in  the  introduction  of 
this  collection  ol  his  plays. 

For  many  people  concerned  with  thai 
question.  Ihe  writings  ol  Wilhelm  Reich 


energy,  and  especially  In 
energy   ihe  strategies  IIie 


help  us  grow 


Unfortunately,  we  would  be  hard- 
pressed  to  link  several  of  Ihe  plays  thai 
follow  with  either  Reich's  theory  or 
Duberman 's  vanation  on  it.  The  longesi 
play  in  the  collection.  "Payments"  which 
has  only  been  performed  in  workshop, 
comes  closest  to  illustrating  the  concept 
ol  male  armor'  The  play  deals  (in  part) 
with  a  'beautiful  animal'.  Bob.  who.  with 
his  wife  Nancy,  occupies  a  comfortable 
niche  in  Middle  America  Their  relation' 
ship  is  by  no  means  a  standard  one. 
however,  for  as  Duberman  intimates  in 
his  bnef  sketches  of  Ihem  ai  the  begin- 
ning of  the  play,  they  are  both  dimly 
aware  that  there's  more  to  life  than  a 
bungalow  in  New  Jersey  Nancy,  by  far 
the  more  aggressive  of  the  two,  attempts 
to  break  out  of  the  suburban  mould  by 
introducing  her  unemployed  husband  lo 
a  slick  New  York  executive  who  provides 
lonely  men  with  beautiful  male  animals 

Bob,  in  his  ho-hum  way,  accepts  a  job 
with  the  'firm'  and  undergoes  some  sort 
ol  personal  revolution.  Whether  this  revo- 
lution constitutes  a  belated  discovery  ol 
self-worth,  an  acceptance  of  his  homo- 
sexuality, or  what,  we  can't  be  sure  For. 
n  theatrical  terms,  the  play  is  a  dis- 
aster too  long  by  hall  and  overcrowded 
with  ill-defined  characters  who  have  no 
real  dramatic  purpose  (except  perhaps  in 
Duberman  s  erotic  fantasies). 

~~  le  same  unrealized  ambitions  char- 
acterize five  ol  the  other  plays.  Each 
offers,  it  is  true,  a  view  ol  men  trapped 
n  various  stereotypical  roles,  but  not  one 
is  successful  In  dealing  with  ihe  entrap- 
ment' in  theatncal  terms  -  except 
perhaps   The  Guttman  Ordinary  Scale 
which,  has  a  kind  of  comic  impetus  that 
keeps  things  moving.  The  latter  work. 
like  its  companions,  is  still  too  clever  and 
we  get  the  distinct  impression  that 
Ouberman's  intellect  which  tends  to  be  ol 
the  academic  variety  stands  in  the  way 
ol  enriching  any  of  the  situations  he  has 
setup 

Onry  one  play.    The  Colonial  Dudes", 
really  works  as  a  piece  ol  theatre  and,  at 
the  same  time,  as  an  illustration  ol  two 
men  groping  to  expand  their  psychic 
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horizons.  Ironically  it  is  one  of  two  plays 
in  this  collection  by  a  gay  playwright  that 
does  nol  deal  in  any  wtth  homo- 
sexuality Both  characters,  a  professor  of 
English  and  a  young  student- poet,  Irank- 
ly  disavow  any  interest  in  their  own  sex. 
II  this  disavowal  is  meant  lo  illustrate 
their  paranoia  or  inability  lo  come  to 
grips  with  their  homosexuality,  Duberman 
does  not  develop  it.  If  anything,  the  re- 
lationship develops  into  a  father- son-like 
bond,  albeit  with  more  tenderness  and 
understanding  than  is  usual  in  such 
relationships. 

"Colonial  Dudes"  is  tight  and  dramatic- 
ally controlled;  the  character  shading  is 
sublle,  masterful;  and,  above  all.  Foley 
and  Wayne  are  so  eminently  likeable. 
We  want  them  to  be  gay,  to  touch  or 
kiss.  In  a  bad  way,  bul  Duberman  only 
lakes  Ihem  so  lar  and  no  further  For 
homosexual  heroes,  he  gives  us  the  sin- 
ister youth  in  "Metaphors  ".  the  squealing 
psychotic  Ted  in  "The  Electric  Map",  and 
the  ridiculous,  posturing  Adrian  in 
"Elagabalus".  Not  much  better  really 
than  what  we've  been  given  all  along   It's 
a  cheat,  too,  when  we've  been  promised 
so  much. 

by  Graham  Jackson  Q 

Understanding 
Homosexuality: 

Its  Biological  and 
Psychological  F 


UH  is  an  inconsistent  collection  ol  artic- 
les drawn  from  psychiatry,  law.  theology, 
and  medicine  with  a  chatty  gay  history  ol 
the  Netherlands  For  those  who  have  yet 
to  learn  Ihe  "news",  we  discover  that 
homosexuality  has  nothing  to  do  with 
genes,  hormones,  body  build,  or  any 


other  "biological  base"  fdespite  the  sub- 
title), or  that  gay  people  count  among 
themselves  no  more  trans vestiles  than 
do  heterosexuals  The  most  sinking 
charactenstic  ol  the  book  is  its  structural 
and  theoretical  confusion  One  article 
speculates  thai  male  homosexuality  has 
something  to  do  with  hating  women; 
another  soundly  refutes  the  contention 
One  claims  feminine  gender  identity  in 
gay  men  (using  1936  "evidence"!); 
another  observes  that  there  is  none.  One 
rambles  aimlessly  about  aversion  ther- 
apy, another  (presented  by  a  member  of 
the  Clarke  Institute  of  Psychiatry  tn 
Toronto)  states  that  men  who  have  con- 
tracted marriages  out  ol  therapeutic 
prodding  "seemBd  lo  be  very  happy  tor 
about  a  year  bul,  in  the  course  ol  time, 
the  heterosexual  adjustment  usually 
deteriorated  and  they  were  left  with  a 
virtually  non-functional  marriage  and 
greater  problems  than  those  which  they 
had  had  prior  to  therapy ."  (p.  32) 

Liberal  opinion  seems  lo  have  accom- 
modated itself  to  the  "  consenting  -adults  - 
in-private"  legalization  and  now  stubborn- 
ly insists  that  no  more  "concessions" 
may  be  considered.  Fairbum  exemplifies 
the  tortuous  reasoning:  Different  age-ol- 
consent  laws  must  be  defended  because 
"II  is  normal  for  the  temale  to  be  sex- 
ually orientated  to  the  male,  and  the 
female  develops  the  innate  ability  to 
reject  the  advance  of  a  male  which  the 
male  lacks"  (p.  163)1  Public  expressions 
of  affection  must  be  unthinkable  because 
"all  nations  forbid  the  manifestation  of 
deviant  conduct  in  public.  It  is  both  lalse 
and  illogical  (sic)  to  try  to  equate  hetero- 
sexual and  homosexual  conduct  or  to 
suggest  that  the  homosexual  has  the 
same  rights'  as  the  heterosexual."  (p. 
164)  The  "in-private"  stipulation  reas- 
serts itself  here  with  a  vengeance.  The 
token  article  on  Lesbians  (ails  to  rise 
above  the  general  morass, 

UH  is  of  interest  as  an  indicator  ol  the 
gay  image  in  current  establishment 
ideologies.  The  "understanding"  il  offers 
is  cautious  or  patronizing.  It  is  a  "liberal" 
book  with  a  distinctly  early  1 960s  flavor  - 
an  anachronism  before  its  publication. 
and  a  reminder  that  the  struggle  is  only 
beginning. 

by  Barry  D.  Adam 

Amazon  Odyssey 

Ti-Grace  Atkinson 
Link  Books,  1974,  $4.95 
I  found  Amazon  Odyssey  trying  to  read. 
It  is  indeed  an  odyssey.  although  one 
containing  an  unflagging  energy  Unfor- 
tunately this  energy  is  sadly  mis-directed. 
Perhaps  the  format  of  a  collection  of 
speeches  and  articles  covering  a  span  of 
five  years  (that  have  contained  both 
unnerving  repetition  and  rapid  change)  is 
not  conduct ve  to  contributing  to  a  dis- 
cussion ol  strategy  and  tactics  for  the 


feminist  movement.  This  confusion  and 
tediousness  are  only  exacerbated  by  the 
myriad  of  loot  notes  and  cross 
references  that  were  probably  included  to  j 
combat  just  such  a  problem.  Perhaps. 
loo.  I  had  expected  more  than  such  a 
collection  could  hope  to  offer. 

Many  ol  the  underlying  premises  in 
Amazon  Odyssey  lead  me  to  very 
serious  cntiosm  Atkinson's  premise  that 
sexism  is  the  root  of  all  oppression,  her 
(implicit)  beliel  that  a  woman  cannot  be  a 
lemimsi  unless  she  is  a  lesbian,  and  her 
snobbery  toward  lesbians  who  have  not 
come  out  or  who  have  not  done  so  with 
a  feminist  consciousness  all  seem  to 
betray  an  insidious  elitism  Amazon 
Odyssey  betrays  a  lack  ot  confidence  in 
feminism,  a  lack  of  confidence  in  les- 
bians concerned  with  their  oppression  a 
gay  people,  and  finally,  a  lack  ol  confi- 
dence in  the  ability  of  the  struggle  tor 
women's  liberation  to  succeed. 

Elitism  as  a  cover  for  lack  of  con- 
fidence does  not  stem  from  any  personal 
inadequacies  on  the  part  of  the  author, 
but  rather  from  serious  errors  in  her 
analysis  of  the  roots  and  nature  of  the 
oppression  of  women  As  a  leading  pro- 
ponent ol  "radical  feminism"  Ms  Atkin- 
son believes  that  all  women  constitute  an 
oppressed  "class"  which  is  counterposed 
to  an  oppressor  class  made  up  of  all 
men,  I  agree  that  womankind  as  a  whole 
is  oppressed  by  the  society  we  live  in 
and  that  this  society  is  male-dominated, 
but  lo  extrapolate  from  that  a  theory 
such  as  that  put  forward  in  Amazon 
Odyssey  is  to  grossly  over-simplify  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  ol  years  of  human 
history. 

Atkinson  does  not  explain  how  or  why 
women  came  to  be  oppressed.  Not  that 
it  is  compulsory  for  every  contribution  to 
the  body  ol  feminist  theory  to  do  so,  but 
the  omission  of  this  explanation  in 
Amazon  Odyssey  can  give  the  Impres- 
sion that  women's  oppression  is  eternal 
{and  perhaps  to  many  readers,  there- 
fore unalterable}  thus  only  reinforcing  Ihe 
lack  of  confidence  expressed  in  the 
book.  Atkinson's  analysis  (including  her 
mis-use  of  the  term  "class")  threaten  to 
seriously  weaken  the  struggle  for 
women's  liberation. 

Without  glonfying  life  in  early  hunting 
and  gathering  societies,  there  is  ample 
evidence  that  relations  between  women 
and  men  were  quile  different  in  so-called 
primitive  societies  than  they  are  in  our 
own.  The  necessities  of  the  struggle  tor 
subsistence  and  the  resultant  communal 
organization  of  productivity  excluded  the 
possibility  ol  class,  racial,  and  sexual 
tyranny,  it  was  only  with  the  develop- 
ment ot  more  advanced  production  (in 
various  forms  of  agriculture)  that  there 
was  a  material  basis  for  the  private 
ownership  and  control  ol  property  and 
production.  It  is  with  the  demise  ot  col- 
lective control  over  providing  for  the 
needs  of  each  member  of  a  given 
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3  Poems 


Gertrude 

No,  knowing  Gertrude  was  nol  nothing 
To  be  chided  by  those  warm  hands,  mans  hands 
and  embraced  with  thai  kindly  way  ot  taking  she  had 
Helped,  when  the  going  was  rough  Always  her 
Strong,  confident  Am  en  can  way  of  agreeing 
("Well,  sure")  when  she  wanted  to 
Startled,  then  pleased  the  Sorbonne. 
Oxford,  and  John  Hopkins  men 


III  cry  tomorrow 

and  ordered  another  dnnk  Then  I  though!  ol  Anne,  a  Lesbian  Inend 

who  d  idolized  hef  loved  the  star  How  Dome'' 

A  tough  lady  in  sentimental  parts,  drunkards,  husband  stealers 

same  ok)  Irash  in  differenl  names  Smash-Up. 

The  Slory  ot  a  Woman:  hardly  gay.  not  qurte  the  heart-throe 

for  my  Anne  But  who's  to  sa/>  All  thai  sulfenng 

At  Ihe  hands  of  jail  wardens  and  male  wardens  made  her.  maybe 

Worth  responding  to  Maclvsmo  s,  masochism's  triumph 

over  bravery''  I  want 


As  tc  me,  I  was  a  iitiie  excited, 
haying  waited  lor  something  like 
a'year  and  a  halt  lor  this  to  happen 


And  he  said  "Come  on  over.  Sieve's 

away  lor  two  weeks  and  I  don't  have  any 

thing  lo  do 

So  I  did 

He  showed  me  around  the  house,  I  saw  the 

plants  and  the  kitchen  with  enough 

pels  and  spices  lo  say  Ihat  two  lived 

here   !  saw  the  double  bed  And  a  new 

piano  in  the  living  room  I  saw  Ihe  double 

bed  Standing  in  front  of  a  window  he 

had  closed  lo  point  out  his  collection 

of  Chinese  paper  culling  s 

Pressed  between  glass.  I  was  very  excited 

and  said  (slowly)  they're  neat,  between 

glass  One  Mile  move,  one  sign,  I  thought. 

and  we  can  be  making  love  again 

He  was  choosing  his  words  caretully.Tetting 

in  enough  space  between  paragraphs  lo 

accept  an  unequivocal  move,  a  look. 

I  gave  none  We  moved  into  the  irvingroom 

I  said  'I'm  going  lo  Toronto  ' 

I'm  atratd  to  sleep  with  you  again  1  did 

not  say  "There's  more  work  there  "  You 

wont  love  me  the  way  I  need  it 

~Yeah,   he  said,  Thais  what  they  say- 
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society  thai  inequalities  and  oppression 
are  able  to  develop   II  is  under  such 
conditions  that  it  becomes  possible  lo 
view  human  beings  -  women  and 
children  within  the  family  and  slaves  (ol 
both  sexes)  within  production  -  as 
property  With  the  division  ot  society  into 
classes  (a  term  which  is  commonly 
understood  lo  describe  relations  to 
property  and  production)  ol  slaves  and 
slave  owners,  and  the  development  ol 
the  patriarchal  family,  two  kinds  ol  op- 
pression came  into  existence:  class  op- 
pression (applied  lo  both  sexes)  and  the 
oppression  ot  women  as  a  sex  {regard- 
less ol  class) 


is  arbitrary,  artificial  and  depressing  II 
reduces  the  process  ol  building  a  strong, 
independent  women's  movement  lo  a 
football  strategy.  Senous  feminists 
should  be  engaged  In  drawing  into  action 
the  largest  possible  number  ol  women 
around  Ihose  issues  with  which  they  are 
most  concerned  As  such  a  movement  is 
built,  decisions  about  strategy,  tactics, 
allies,  focal  points  for  action,  etc  must 
be  made  democratically  by  those  in- 
volved. We  do  not  need  schemata  from 
academics  who  are  out  of  touch  with  the 
real  lives  of  women  today  We  need 
conscious,  democratic  leadership  in 
building  a  broad-based  struggle  that  can 


AMAZON  ODYSSEY 

THE  FIRST  COLLECTION  OF 
WRITINGS  BY  THE 


POLITICAL  PIONEER 

OF  THE  WOMEN'S 

MOVEMENT 


TI-GRACE  ATKINSON 


Women  are  a  multi-class,  oppressed 
sex,  just  as  we  are  a  multi-racial  sex. 
Our  society  is  still  divided  into  a  ruling 
class  and  the  dispossessed  majority, 
the  working  class.  There  is  class  division 
and  oppression  among  women  just  as 
there  is  racial  division  and  oppression 
among  women.  To  make  such  a  state- 
ment is  not  lo  divide  us  Irom  one 
another,  it  is  lo  recognize  divisions  that 
already  exist.  It  is  because  of  these  div- 
isions -  because  all  men  are  oppressed 
on  the  basis  of  class  -  (hat  it  is  mis- 
leading to  the  point  of  being  dangerous 
to  claim  thai  sexism  is  the  root  of  all  op- 
pression and  to  refer  lo  women  as  a 
"class"  as  Atkinson  does.  The  danger 
lies  in  obscuring  both  the  real  enemies 
and  the  potential  allies  ol  women.  To  be 
blind  lo  such  crucial  factors  is  suicidal  in 
any  kind  of  battle  and  the  logistics  of 
battle  is  something  with  which  Amazon 
Odyssey  is  greatly  concerned. 

Atkinson's  position  is  that  men  are  the 
oppressors  ol  women  and  that  our  fighl 
for  liberation  must  therefore  be  directed 
against  them.  II  is  true  that  all  class 
societies  have  been  maJe-dominaled 
(though  il  is  more  accurate  lo  describe 
them  as  being  eliminated  by  a  liny 
handful  of  men)  and  thai  all  men  are 
trained  lo  act  as  tools  in  the  oppression 
of  women,  but  it  is  also  Hue  that  most 
men  are  down -trodden,  exploited  and 
oppressed  themselves  for  reasons  such 
as  class,  race  and  sexual  orientation 
These  men  have  a  stake  in  the  victories 
of  feminism,  not  only  because  sexism  is 
stultifying  to  all  regardless  of  sex,  but 
also  because  such  victones  will  strike 
blows  against  the  system  that  is 
responsible  for  all  lorms  of  oppression 
Many  men  can  and  eventually  will  be- 
come our  allies  In  a  struggle  to  Change 
this  system. 

le  most  telling  indicator  o!  Atkinson's 
lack  ol  understanding  of  the  need  for 
unity  whenever  possible  among  different 
groups  and  of  her  lack  of  confidence  in 
women  is  revealed  in  Ihe  chapter 
Strategy  and  Tactics  (subtitled  "a  pres- 
entation of  political  lesbianism")  It  is 
supplemented  by  a  long  senes  of  Charts 
and  diagrams  This  "feminist  battle  plan" 


eventually  include  all  women.  This  is 
where  our  real  power  lies,  not  in  "learn- 
ing to  play  war  games". 

Perhaps  the  most  disturbing  part  ot 
Amazon  Odyssey  is  that  which  deals 
with  lesbianism.  Pan  of  Atkinson's  battle 
plan  involves  the  utilization  of  a  "van- 
guard" of  women  who  have  withdrawn 
themselves  from  all  relations  with  men 
including  and  especially  sexual  relations. 
She  labels  lesbians  "the  buffer  zone" 
and  draws  an  involved  and  dubious 
analogy  between  our  role  in  the  women's 
movement  and  the  role  of  criminal 
elements  in  Ihe  working  class  movement. 
To  her,  lesbianism  has  political 
implications,  not  because  it  is  and  has 
been  suppressed  for  centuries,  but 
because  it  is  a  political  statement  (what- 
ever that  means)  and  nothing  more.  Con- 
sider this  statement:  "I  have  been  called 
'lesbian'  far  more  often  than  any  lesbian  I 
know  of  in  this  Movement.  And  il  is  for 
my  feminist  politics."  Or  this  one:  "I  am 
enormously  less  interested  in  whom  you 
sleep  with  than  I  am  in  with  whom  you 
are  prepared  to  die."  A  lesbian  is  a 
woman  who  falls  into  Ti-Grace  Atkinson's 
vision  of  a  "buffer  zone".  I  have  often 
resented  being  reduced  lo  my  sexual 
functions,  in  terms  ol  who  I  sleep  wrlh, 
by  my  straight  sisters  in  the  women's 
movement.  To  be  reduced  lo  a  "buffer 
zone",  because  of  who  I  do  not  sleep 
with,  and  by  a  woman  who  is  supposedly 
the  "political  pioneer  ol  Women's  Liber- 
ation   and  a  champion  of  lesbians,  is  at 
best  an  extreme  disappointment 

by  Chris  BearchellO 

Common  or 
Garden  Gods 

Ian  Young 

Catalyst  Press, 

315  Blantyre  Ave,  Scarborough, 

Ontario,  1976,  $3  95 

S3.95 

In  one  ol  his  poems,  Ian  Young  recalls 

Cavafy's  poignant  hope  lhai  "Later,  in  a 

happier  iime./a  man  |usl  like  me/will 

appear,  and  act  freely"  And  sometimes, 


Young  continues,  he  believes  thai  "this  is 
that  happy  time;/l  am  the  man"  The 
main,  but  nol  exclusive,  theme  of  the 
poems  in  Common  or  Garden  Gods  is 
love,  the  love  ol  a  man  who  is  living  in 
happier  times  and  who  is  learning  to  act 
freely  They  are  celebratory  and  unash- 
amedly romantic   Young's  special  gift  Is 
the  ability  to  catch  the  exact  (eel.  curve 
and  shift  of  a  momenl  so  lhal  the  reader 
shares  Ihe  expenence  with  extraordinary 
completeness  Usually  Ihe  moment  is  one 
ol  quietly  happy  union,  and  indeed  hap- 
piness lingers  around  the  whole  book 
Bui  it  is  nol  easy,  unthinking  happiness, 
it  has  a  tinge  ol  sadness  running  through 
it  caused  by  that  familiar  bane  of  all 
romantics  -  an  awareness  of  change. 

My  most  serious  complaint  against 
Young  is  that  some  of  his  poems  have  a 
lileralness  that  can  run  dangerously 
close  to  banality  Such  poems  as  "Letter 
to  Bellingham".  "Afternoon  Rain",  "Bth 
and  25th  ot  December.  1969",  seem  to 
be  close  transcriptions  of  actual  experi- 
ences No  doubt  they  were  significant  for 
Young  and  his  fnends,  bul  not  necessar- 
ily lor  anyone  else.  In  this  subjectivity 
Young  is  merely  part  ol  Ihe  general  trend 
in  Canadian  poetry  and  even  it  he  Is  at 
fault,  the  lileralness  could  turn  out  to  be 
a  future  virtue  Curious  readers  of  the 
lulure  might  well  turn  lo  some  ot  these 
poems  for  their  circumstantial  description 
ol  a  particular  and  interesting  ethos  -  let 
us  call  il  Toronto  Gay  Bloomsbury   Its 
costume  is  Jeans  (but  noi  too  butch),  its 
dnnk  China  lea  and  its  voice  Catalyst 
Press  (and  occasionally  The  Body 
Politic) 

Al  the  moment,  however,  the  mosl  sig- 
nificant poems  seem  lo  be  those  that  are 
least  particular,  such  as  the  subtle  and 
well-wrought  "Spoken"  "Unspoken';  or 
"Memoirs  ol  a  Public  Speaker"  -  and 
there  are  many  other  small  teasls  in  Ihe 
book.  Young  is  a  good  representative  ol 
the  new  gay  poetry,  still  a  little  lenlatJve 
because  il  is  not  yet  truly  post -libera  lion, 
but  free  at  last.  He  speaks  tor  all  of  us 
who,  to  use  his  own  words,  have  moved 
"Out  ol  this  room  and  into  danger. /out  ol 
danger  and  into  life" 

by  Peter  MIllardD 

The  Female  Man 

Joanna  Russ 

Bantam.  1975,  $1.25  (pbk) 

It  would  be  unfortunale  if  the  cloak  of  Scl 

Fi  were  to  make  The  Female  Man 

invisible.  The  conventions  ol  Science 
Fiction  have  a  way  ot  doing  lhal  lor 
many  readers.  And  The  Female  Man  is 
certainly  done  up  in  classic  Sci  R 
fashion.  From  the  cover's  wild  soft  thing 
in  and  out  of  flesh  tones,  hurtling/ 
floating  through  a  cosmo-scape,  to  the 
hype-fof- hype-sake  cover  blurb,  "Across 
Ihs  boundaries  of  alternate  worlds, 
beyond  all  sexual  bamers.  comes  the 
only  kind  of  man  there  is...  The  Female 
Man",  we  recognize  Ihe  predictable 
sales  pitch  of  this  most  imaginative  form 
of  fiction.  We  should  not  be  put  off.  Her 
publisher  may  have  wallowed,  but 


Body  Politic/June 


Our  Image 


Joanna  Russ  has  only  dipped  Into  those 
traditions. 

Her  character  comes  from  several 
worlds.  Janet  is  from  Whileaway  where 
men  do  not  exist  and  women  love  and 
live  with  each  other  Jeannine  is  from  a 
nol-quite  Manhattan  of  1969.  She  is  all 
wiles  and  matrimonial  worries;  a  mere 
Shadow  over  most  of  the  book.  Joanna  is 
1975.  A  dabbler  In  feminism  and  lesbian- 
ism; consciousness  without  courage 

Janel  is  I.  Jeannine  is  I,  Joanna  Is  I. 
and  finally,  J  (the  author)  is  I.  This  fas- 
cinating Doppel  gang  battles  and  coex- 
ists its  way  to  a  rough  enlightenment. 
For  her/them,  and  for  us. 

Joanna/ Janet  falls  in  love  with  Laura  - 
the  only  central  character  who  Is  not 
Joanna  Russ.  Jeannine.  the  clothes 
horse,  Is  Joanna's  past;  Janel,  the 
Whiteawayan/separaiist,  her  future 
There  is  a  change  in  Joanna  from  one  to 
the  other  bul  rt  is  not  a  transition.  Joanna 
does  not  wriggle  out  of  the  used 
Jeannine,  nor  Janet  cast  aside  the  worn 
Joanna.  They  coexist  and  from  that 
arises  the  revelation  of  metamorphosis. 
The  burierlly  is  and  is  not  a  winged 
worm. 

At  the  end,  the  three  are  brought 
together  by' J'.  The  author  poses  as  a 
general  In  a  world  where  men  and 
women  are  battling  to  the  death.  That 
war  can  only  be  won  if  she  can  find  allies 

the  worlds  of  the  three  J's  who  will 
help  establish  strategic  bases. 

She  finds  Joanna  and  Janet  unwilling. 
They  are  In  love  with  Laura,  with  woman. 
She  becomes  Impassioned  about  the 
injustice,  "I  and  the  war  I  fought  built 
your  world  for  you.  I  and  those  like  me, 
we  gave  you  a  thousand  years  of  peace 
and  love  and  the  Whileawayan  flowers 
nourish  themselves  on  the  bones  of  the 
men  we  have  slain."  But  Laura  is  now. 


Whileaway  exists  for  them  already. 

It  is  Jeannine.  the  part  of  J  still  man- 
identified,  who  agrees  to  help  her  further 
the  conflict:  "You  can  take  the  whole 
place  over;  I  wish  you  would." 

Russ'  choice  ol  the  Sci  Fi  genre  is  an 
interesting  one.  Her  book  is  well  written, 
if  complex,  and  she  has  avoided  the 
business  which  has  made  thai  genre  a 
literary  pariah.  Sci  Fi  is  indeed  a  cloak, 
and  it  may  have  made  The  Female  Man 
fust  visible  enough.  It  is  being  sold  in 
suburban  plazas  that  this  journal,  for 
example,  will  never  see.  And  because  ot 
its  sensationalist  look  it  is  likely  to  be 
picked  up  by  a  great  many  ordinary 
people. 

Sci  Fi  may  still  be  outre  in  literary 
Circles,  but  its  popularity  is  unchecked  in 
more  diverse  communities.  The  Female 
Man  points  new  directions  for  soft  core 
propaganda.  A  Sci  Fi  novel  with  a  radical 
message  sends  one  into  fantasies  about 
revolutionary  Nurse  and  Gothic  novels. 
And  why  not?  Popular  education  must  be 
in  the  forms  of  popular  culture.  We  can 
no  more  afford  to  snub  this  booming 
lorm  of  literature  than  to  ignore  Madison 
Avenue.  The  medium  is  the  medium 
after  all.  With  the  right  message  it  can  be 
used  to  tremendous  effect. 

The  Female  Man  rs  artful,  honest, 
probing,  even  'correct'.  And  it  has  the 
earmark  of  popular  culture.  What  mom 
could  we  ask?  Only  accessibility  If 
popular  book  forms  are  to  be  a  medium 
lor  liberation  ideas  it  is  less  important 
thai  they  be  artfully  written  than  that  they 
be  read.  Russ'  style  is  opaque  enough  to 
warm  the  heart  of  the  most  elitist 
academic.  She  has  eschewed  the  forms, 
but  not  the  style,  that  delights  that 
influential  body  of  partisan  idle  and 
socialist  rich. 

by  Merv  Walker  Q 


Theatre 


Geordle  Johnson  (top)  and  Philip  Shepherd 
In  a  scene  from  John  Herbert's  new  play 

Close  Friends 

John  Herbert 

The  Gracious  Lady 

Tennessee  Williams 
Phoenix  Theatre 
Toronto 

Both  "The  Gracious  Lady'  and  Close 
Friends"  are  directed  by  John  Herbert. 
He  is  the  author  of  the  latter  play,  and 
takes  the  title  role  in  the  former.  It  is  a 
long  and  largely  embarassing  evening 

"The  Gractous  Lady"  is  by  Tennessee 
Williams,  and  Herbert  apparently  obtain- 
ed the  author's  permission  to  mount  the 
play  m  drag  That  is  not  inappropnale  -  n 
is  a  burlesque  in  any  case,  golhic  from, 
Williams  kicking  the  cal  right  off  the  roof 
(hot  tin  variety)  Cocatoony  is  not  just 
any  southern  lown,  it  is  the  southern- 
most town  in  the  US:  that  crumbling 
genteel  house  doesn't  contain  just  a  few 
tormented  and  eccentric  souls,  you  have 
lo  pay  to  get  standing  room  Herbert 
keeps  it  all  moving  at  a  Punch  &  Judy 

June/Body  Politic 


clip,  and  though  no  one  actually  did  gel 
hit  on  the  head  with  a  baseball  bat.  two 
extended  lans  got  the  biggest  laugh  of 
the  evening  Herbert  somehow  managed 
to  look  both  statuesque  and  vulnerable 
as  The  Gnadiges  Fraulein,  the  decaying 
beauty  with  a  glamorous  past.  The  rest 
of  the  cast  bounced  energetically  through 
their  roles,  though  I  occasionally  wished 
lhat  Graham  Harley  had  never  seen 
Maggie  Smith.  The  plays  scarcely  worth 
Ihe  mounting  however;  Williams'  over- 
healed  world  is  dose  enough  lo  parody 
lo  make  self-parody  a  bit  squirm  making 

"Close  Friends"  was  written  in  1969 
and  shows  it.  This  is  its  first  fully  pro- 
fessional production.  It  is  a  bomb  on  all 
counts.  WhateverHerbert's  been  doing 
over  the  last  seven  years,  he  clearly 
hasn't  been  in  (ouch  with  any  changes  in 
the  gay  world  or  he  would  have  kept  this 
embarassing  one-acter  under  wraps.  The 
title  is  heavily  ironic:  it's  butch  and  fern 
lime:  the  homosexual  couple  at  war,  the 
failed  partners  picking  at  old  wounds. 
And  in  case  you  thought  you'd  seen  the 
last  of  the  doom-and-gloomers  (that's 
where  the  homosexual  character  gets  to 
die  before  the  final  curtain),  both  guys 
are  dead  as  the  lights  dim  on  this  one. 
Though  they  look  so  much  time  doing  it  I 
fell  the  final  moments  would  have  been 
more  appropriate  sung. 

Herbert  has  a  wooden  ear  He  writes 
the  most  uncannily  stilted  dialogue 
I  have  ever  heard  on  stage  Neither     - 
Geordie  Johnson  as  Jon.  the  pretty  one, 
nor  Philip  Shepherd  as  Lord,  his  brutal 
former  lover  could  vitalize  those  inert  and 
plodding  lines.  But  I  could  torgive  inade- 
quate writing  if  Herbert  weren't  just  hand- 
ing us  the  same  old  crap.  He  is  a  gay 
playwright,  something  of  a  national 
figure,  and  admirably  devoted  to  the 
development  ol  Canadian  theatre.  If  it 
were  not  for  his  position  and  integrity  I 
would  not  feel  I  had  the  right  to  say  he 
owes  us  a  good  gay  play,  but  I'm  afraid 
his  stature  involves  that  responsibility.  I 
cannol  help  but  (eel  that  he  will  continue 
10  fail  as  an  artist  for  as  long  as  he  fails 
to  find  new  and  meaningful  responses  to 
his  homosexuality,  and  ours. 

by  Gerald  HannonC 
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Canadian  citizens  (at  home  and  abroad)  and  Canadian  residents  arc 
eligible  to  submit  up  to  five  poem-,  for  consideration    AH  entries  musl 
reach  The  Brandslead  Press.  Carlisle.  Ontario.  LOR  |H(>  not  later  than 
June  I.  1976  Selected  poems  will  be  published  ma  limited  edition  of 
hand-made  books  scheduled  in  appear  early  in  1977. 
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Thinking  Straight 

Lawrence  Collinson 
Bruce  Larson  (director) 
University  College  Playhouse, 
Toronto 

Thinking  Straight  is  no!  a  complex  play 
It's  an  amusing  comic  smp,  illustrating 
the  mental  conflict  ot  a  gay  wnter  who, 
stationed  at  his  typing  desk,  is 
composing  the  lam  I  liar  heterosexual 
romance  On  one  side  of  Ihe  stage,  a 
woman  appears  who  plays  the  role  ol  Ihe 
beloved  -  with  ihe  exaggerated  passion 
ol  a  young  Joan  Crawford  -  as  Ihe 
author  Imagines  her  in  his  script,  The 
Moods  of  Love"  On  Ihe  other  side 
appears  a  young  man  representing  the 
protagonists's  gey  conscience  who  inter- 
rupts the  author's  attempts  lo  create  with 
constant  reminders  thai  whai  he  is  writ- 
ing is  cliched,  dishonest  in  terms  of  his 
own  sexual  expenence  and  betraying  ot 
his  gay  audience  Of  course,  the  writer's 
gay  conscience  triumphs  and,  in  the  end, 
we  witness  the  synthesis  ot  gay  sensi- 
bility and  creativity. 

The  play  was  given  a  satisfactory 
production  in  the  intimate  space  at  the 
UC.  Playhouse,  a  theatre  ideally  suited 
to  plays  with  small  casts  and  limited  set 
demands 

The  Idea  -  the  gay  writer's  responsi- 
bility to  wrile  on  gay  themes  -  Is  an  im- 
portant and  interesting  one.  not  often 
presented  in  gay  theatre.  In  Ihe  future. 
we  hope  that  Ihe  Idea  will  receive  a  more 
thorough  exploration  by  more  and  better 
playwrights.  For  Ihe  meantime,  we 
should  (hank  director  8ruee  Larson  and 
company  lor  doing  any  gay  play  with  a 
positive  outlook. 

by  Michael  ConwayD 


rewrite  of  a  len-year-old  heterosexual 
love  story  The  conflicts  force  him  to 
come  lo  lerms  with  his  own 
homosexuality  The  play  is  very  didactic 
and  the  arguments  do  not  always  loltow 
through.  Its  heaviness  over-balances  the 
humor  intended. 

"Ships"  by  Alan  Wakeman  is  a  trilogy 
of  three  plays  dealing  with  bnel 
encounters  "like  ships  passing  in  the 
night"  The  firs!.  "Coffee",  deals  with  a 
straight'  gasman  who  comes  to  a  gay 
man's  house  to  fix  a  gaspipe  At  first  the 
play  shows  only  what  is  said,  then  it  is 
redone  showing  also  what  is  thought 
Games  of  encounter  begin  to  show 
through  The  second  play,  "Tea"  deals 
with  the  gay  man's  encounter  with  a 
psychotic  woman  he  meets  on  Ihe  tube 
and  lakes  home  lor  tea.  The  woman,  in 
repeating  speeches  made  by  her  mother. 
reflects  many  of  the  views  aboul  gays 
held  by  society  The  third  play,  "Wine'*, 
concerns  a  gay  who,  looking  like  Jesus 
and  bearing  bread  and  wine,  befriends 
three  drunks  One  drunk  ends  the  play 
on  a  positive  note  by  calling  gays  "ihe 
children  ot  the  future"  There  is  too  much 
jesus  imagery  here  and  like  all  the  plays 
in  Ibis  trilogy  the  situations  are  too 
contnved  to  really  be  successful. 

None  of  the  plays  in  Homosexual 
Acts  is  great  drama.  They  are  short, 
enjoyable  plays  that  show  different 
aspects  of  the  gay  life  in  a  positive  light. 
While  no!  plays  that  would  inspire  the 
individual  lo  greal  deeds  of  gay  activism, 
they  do  not  deal  with  Ihe  gay  life  as 
sordid  and  full  of  sell-pity  The  collec- 
tion is  a  step  forward  in  the  development 
of  Gay  Theatre  as  a  viable  form. 

by  Bruce  Larson  Q 


The  Ivory  Tunnel 


Homosexual  Acts 

Ed  Berman  (Editor) 

Inter-Action  Inprint,  London,  1975 

$4.25 

Homosexual  Acts,  a  collection  of  five 
one-act  plays,  arose  from  the  Gay 
Sweatshop's  season  at  the  Almosi  Free 
Thealre  in  London  In  1975.  The  Gay 
Sweatshop  Is  a  collective  of  gay  artists 
whose  aim  is  to  break  down  the  stereo- 
typed response  to  the  homosexual.  Their 
method  is  to  offer  a  theatrical  alterna- 
tive which  relates  gay  activism  to  actual 
production  This  volume  is  Ihe  product  of 
their  endeavors. 

The  first  of  these  plays  by  Robert 
Patrick.  "One  Person",  is  a  monologue 
told  lo  one  person,  a  supposed  lover,  in 
the  audience.  The  story  deals  with  the 
character's  lite  in  the  late  sixties  moving 
from  a  nervous  breakdown  lo  a  party  to 
a  bar  scene  within  ihe  framework  of  the 
affair  While  the  play  Is  witty  and  light, 
Ihe  'one  person'  is  portrayed  as  a  high 
camp  queen.  A  positive  attitude  towards 
both  his  relationship  and  the  gay  scene 
is  maintained,  however,  mainly  because 
Ihe  'one  person'  remains  such  an 
enjoyable  and  sympathetic  character 
Patnck's  second  play.  "Harold  and 
Fred",  tells  the  story  of  the  relationship 
that  develops  between  a  man  and  his 
evening  pick-up, 

His  third  play,  "The  Haunted  House", 
is  the  only  lull-tength  play  In  Ihe  book.  It 
deals  with  a  playwright  and  his  exorcism 
of  the  ghost  of  his  dead  lover  who  has 
committed  suicide  The  exorcism  occurs 
through  the  appearance  of  a  straight 
night -visit  or  who  looks  exactly  like  the 
dead  lover  Somehow  this  play  seems  lo 
be  the  mosi  satisfying  ot  the  collection 
The  characters  are  more  developed  and 
the  theatncs  more  in  focus  than  in  the 
Others  Patrick  once  again  employs  a 
high  queen'  for  the  major  character  His 
works  all  seem  to  include  one  gay  char- 
acter ot  this  genre 

Ol  the  other  two  plays.  Thinking 
Straight",  by  Lawrence  Cotimson.  is  the 
most  interesting  in  concept  In  this  auto- 
biographical play.  Collinson  shows  the 
playwright  s  internal  conflicts  dunng  a 

sVour  Image  


City  Nights 


Sky  Gilbert 
Cabaret  Theatre  Company 
Toronto 

City  Nights,  a  play  with  songs,  Is  so 
inepl,  not  lo  use  a  harsher  adjective,  it 
hardly  deserves  reviewing.  For  seventy- 
five  minutes,  we  are  treated  to  the  dreary 
emotional  entanglements  of  three 
couples  -  one  of  them  gay  -  courtesy  of 
Ihe  emcee,  a  self-styled  professional' 
voyeur  and,  by  the  by,  owner  of  the 
tacky  bar  where  the  couples  ait  converge 
at  the  play's  high  point  (or  low  point,  de- 
pending on  your  capacity  for  charity]. 
Here,  soaking  up  Ihe  ambience  and  the 
wistful  love  ballads  supplied  by  Ihe 
nightly  entertainer,  a  plabnum-wigged 
harpy  called  Miss  Irene,  they  each  ex- 
perience some  kind  ol  personal  revel- 
ation. What  the  revelation  constitutes  in 
each  case  remains  a  mystery  lo  me  The 
author,  you  see,  neglects  to  link  the 
couples  in  any  dynamic  way;  Ihey  come 
on,  do  their  bit.  go  off,  come  together, 
without  anything  ever  really  getting  off 
the  ground.  It's  not  thai  Mr.  Gilbert 
doesn't  have  any  ideas;  he  |usi  doesn't 
know  what  to  do  with  those  he  has.  He 
doesn't  see  the  dramatic  links  between 
ideas  clearly  enough  The  play  fumbles 
and  stumbles  along  for  what  seems  tike 
hours  because  Mr.  Gilbert  has  no  conirol 
of  his  material. 

Al  any  rate,  the  gay  couple  turns  out 
to  be  -  surprise'  surprise!  -  thoroughly 
unpleasant  Their  dialogue,  banal  in  the 
extreme,  is  heavily  iniertarded  with 
accusations,  insults  and  puerile  sexual 
luendoes  One  flaps  his  wnsts  a  lot 
(still  the  evening's  only  decent  perform- 
ance by  attractive  David  McCann)  and 
regrets  being  gay  The  other  Is  a  third- 
rate  playwnght  -  one  assumes  Mr 
Gilbert  is  indulging  in  a  bfi  of  wishful 
thinking  here  -  and  is  embarrassed  be- 
cause his  lover  flaps  his  wnsts  The  seg- 
ments involving  the  gay  couple  are  all 
singularly  devoid  of  insight,  originality. 
respect  for  characterization,  etc  All  we 
need  nght  now  is  another  would-be  play- 
wnght doing  yet  another  hatchet  (ob  on 
gay  folk,  whether  inadvertently  or  noL 

by  Graham  Jackson  G 


a  Meyer  (right)  with  Jonathan  William* 


Small  Press  Books 

A  verse  from  Thomas  Meyer's  The 
Umbrella  ot  Aesculapius  ($7.50.  The 
Book  Organization,  Elm  St.,  Millerton, 
NY.  12546); 

A  slim  waisted  Keftiu  boy, 
copper  laced  with  comely  thighs 
in  blue  a  gold 

carries  his  rtiyton  through 
Mi  no  an  halls, 
full- lipped  &  almond  -oyer! 
His  beauty,  grace  a  shape 
dazzled  Ihe  archeologist's  eyes, 
4  hid  his  secret  below  the  bell 
Today  this  age  celebrates 

8  Psyche's  nlghi 

finds  us  fumbling  In  the  dark 

handling  tight. 
A  calm  book,  li!  Irom  within,  from  one  ol 
Ihe  rare  younger  poets  lo  have  found  his 
own  timelessness.  There  are  drawings 
by  Canadian  artist  Paul  Sinodhlnos. 

Even  Eros 

by  your 

Allen  Ginsberg's  First  Blues.  Rags. 
Ballads  &  Harmonium  Songs  1971-74 

is  a  collection  of  songs,  some  of  Ihem 
improvised  with  Bob  Dylan  and  others: 
"how  the  raw  mind  actually  sings"  Some 
of  the  music  is  included. 

A  favorite  of  mine  has  been  reprinted, 
Joe  Brainard's  1  Remember,  a  haphaz- 
ard memory  chronicle  of  childhood  and 
adolescence  in  the  '50's.  It  reminds  you 
of  a  thousand  forgotten  (ruths  and 
events,  and  makes  all  of  them  seem 
delightful.  Great  for  amnesiacs  like  me! 
This  and  the  Ginsberg  are  $3.50  each 
from  Full  Court  Press,  249  Bleaker  St.. 
New   York.  NY,  10014. 

John  Wieners  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  openly  gay  poetry  in  the  late  '50's.  His 
new  book,  Behind  the  State  Capitol  or 
Cincinnati  Pike,  is  published  by  a  gay 
publishing  house.  Good  Gay  Poets  (PO 
Box  277,  Astor  Stn..  Boston.  MA  02123) 
al  $4,95,  The  free-association  musings, 
eccentric  capitalization  and  other  privac- 
ies will  put  off  many  who  appreciated 
Wieners'  earlier  lucidities.  But  you.  dear 
reader,  might  have  a  taste  for  it. 

I  reviewed  Haviland  Ferris'  first  book, 
Poems  From  a  Love  Affair,  in  BP#19 
His  new  one.  Runes  tor  Faring  Forth 
(S4.25  from  the  author,  746-B  Cathedral 
Ave.,  NW  4000  Washington.  DC  20016) 
is  sometimes  loo  wordy,  rhetorical,  diffi- 
cult to  speak  But  Ferns  Is  at  his  affect- 
ing best  in  Take  Me,  Memory".  "For  the 
One  Phldeas  Loved"  and  others  here 
Influenced  by  Cavafy  (and  who  better?), 
he  has  refined  the  direct  lyncal  voice  of 
his  earlier  book  and  deepened  its  affec- 
tion, desire  and  control  Runes  is  attrac- 
tively designed  by  Doyle  Moore  and 
deserves  a  wide  audience 

Tim  Dlugos  Outlines  for  3  works 
(Lucy  a  Ethel,  1437  Rhode  Island  Ave 
NW,  #608,  Washington,  DC  20005)  Is  a 
slim,  patriotic  dv^book  ol  just  7  pages 


It  includes  "The  Sex  Tour1"  al  the  U.S. 
Marine  Corps  Memorial  ("lour  beefy  men 
straining  to  erect  big  flagpole")  in  Arling- 
ton National  Cemetery  where  "homo- 
sexuals (presumably)  gather  at  night". 
Instructions  for  an  Intriguing  and 
educational  tour  are  carefully  detailed. 
There  Is  also  a  "variation"  involving  a 
blue  tour-guide's  hat  and  some  erotic 
nostalgia.  The  Sex  Tour  Is  Tim's  Bicen- 
tennial project  and  I  fervently  hope  he 
gets  a  chance  to  carry  il  out..,  I'd  also 
fancy  him  In  a  tour-guide's  hat,  any 
colour. 

John  Mitzel's  latest  is  Skylines,  light 
ramblin'  without  the  bile  of  some  of  his 
journalism  (I  have  in  mind  his  Fag  Rag 
piece  on  the  Garrison-Shaw  witch-hunt  in 
New  Orleans)  But  Skylines  has  a  fine 
portrait  of  the  author,  looking  as  though 
he's  spent  the  last  three  years  on  a  tug- 
boat, and  glimpses  ot  all  sorts  of  people 
in  various  urban  centres  ("a  dizzy  young 
queen  named  Phillip  who  was  studying 
to  be  a  mortician  -  anything  lo  be  near 
make-up! ').  It's  $1.50  from  Manifest 
Destiny,  PO  Box  57.  Dorchester  Stn„ 
Dorchestar,  MA  02124. 

Stories  of  a  westerner  in  contact  for 
the  first  time  with  another  culture  are  col- 
lected in  Songs  From  the  Philippines 
by  Pieter  J.  Feteris  ($7,  Exposition 
Press,  900  S.  Oyster  Bay  Rd„  Hicks- 
ville,  N.Y.  11801).  They  are  straight- 
forward for  the  mosi  part,  though  would 
the  author  really  have  "reported  to  the 
police"  the  boy  who  patted  him  on  the 
seat  of  his  pants  had  il  happened  In 
America?  1  doubt  it! 

Also  on  hand:  William  Barber's  Get- 
ting Over  It:  Eight  Sonnets,  poems  from 
a  falling  love  affair  (Hoddypoll  Press,  226 
Rose  St.,  San  Francisco.  CA  94102); 
The  Collected  Books  of  Jack  Spicer. 
who  has  been  an  influential  force  in 
American  poetry  both  before  and  after 
his  death  in  1965  (Black  Sparrow  Press, 
PO  Box  25603,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90025);  a  rather  uneven  collection 
of  poems  from  Jack  Anderson,  City 
Joys  (Release  Press,  200  Carroll  St.. 
Brooklyn.  N.Y.  11231);  a  new  collection 
of  stories.  Love  &  the  Waiting  Game 
(Oberon  Press,  555  Maple  Lane,  Ottawa, 
Ont),  by  David  Watmough,  who  was  in- 
terviewed in  8P#I4  -  honesi,  unpre- 
tentiously candid  boyhood  memories  of 
Com  vail  and  Canada;  City  Walls  is  a 
special  issue  of  the  gay  male  poetry 
magazine  Mouth  of  the  Dragon, 
devoted  to  the  work  of  Paul  Mariah  and 
Kirby  Congdon  ($2.50  from  Box  107 
Cooper  Stn  .  New  York,  NY   10003);  the 
prolific  Robert  Pelers'  new  poems  The 
Poel  As  Ice-Skater  (ManRoot,  Box  982. 
S  San  Francisco.  CA  94O80).  are  mostly 
"parodies  and  imitations';  as  thoughtfully 
done  as  his  The  Gift  lo  Be  Simple, 
though  l  much  prefer  Pelers  when  he's 
being  himself. .  Frank  ShackJeford  (Ok) 
Rocking  Chair.  S4  50,  Vantage  Press 
516  W  34th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y   10001) 
is,  I'm  afraid,  not  much  ot  a  novelist  He 
Should  have  stuck  to  the  mghl  club 

Orcui! 

by  Ian  Young  Q 
Body  Politic/June 
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amendment  did  cany:  Ihe  committee 
would  have  lo  recommend  a  policy 
During  these  early  debates  in  Council, 
anti-gay  sentiment  was  fairly  strong; 
there  was  talk  of  the  unsuitability  o( 
homosexuals  in  "sensitive"  positions  and 
o'  ihe  right,  indeed  the  duty,  to  dis- 
criminate There  were  some  bitter 
moments  Fo<  instance,  I  remember  lis- 
tening to  one  professor  taking  a  strong 
line  agamsi  gays  What  I  knew  and  he 
did  not,  was  thai  one  ot  his  children  was 
gay  and  attended  the  Gay  Community 
Centre  tor  the  help  tha!  he  could  nol 
give  On  the  other  hand,  there  were  good 
moments  A  gay  student  whose  father 
holds  a  prominent  position  in  the  Univer- 
sity asked  me  how  his  lather  had  voled. 
expecting  the  worst   II  was  good  to  see 
the  took  on  his  face  when  I  told  him  th3t 
n  fad  his  lather  had  voted  positively 
throughout 

When  Ihe  committee  lo  recommend  a 
policy  on  discrimination  was  formed,  it 
was  soon  clear  that  here  again  there  had 


led  to  invite  sludeni  participation,  and  Ihe 
Students'  Union  made  sure  thai  two 
student  representatives  were  added, 
both  of  whom  were  sympathetic  to  the 
gay  cause,  or  at  ieasl  objective. 

Actually,  the  Schmeisor  Committee  (as 
t  came  to  be  known)  faced  an  agonizing 
problem  With  the  eye  ot  academic 
Canada  upon  them,  even  Ihey  realized 
that  it  was  unthinkable  lor  the  University 
formally  lo  announce  a  policy  of  dis- 
cnmination  on  the  grounds  ol  sexual 
orientation  At  the  same  time,  of  course, 
they  were  anxious  to  support  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Dean  of  Education  and  admin- 
istrative privilege  generally  -  after  all.  the 
committee  contained  two  Deans,  The 
obvious  solution  would  have  been  to 
bring  in  a  recommendation  of  no-policy, 
and  how  Ihey  must  have  longed  to  do 
just  that.  But  me  mandate  oJ  Council 
seemed  lo  prevent  that  escape,  and 
visitor  after  visitor  to  the  committee 
insisted  that  some  sort  of  policy,  one 
way  or  the  other,  was  essential.  It  was  a 


indeed  intended  lo  give  deans. 
department  heads  and  olher 
administrators  the  right  to  prevent 
admitted  homosexuals  from  taking  on 
certain  outside  duties,  at  their  sole  dis- 
cretion   Clearly,  the  task  for  gay  sup- 
porters now  was  lo  remove  the  offending 
section,  or  at  least  to  ameliorate  it  by 
amendments.  Several  such  amendments 
tailed,  though  each  time  by  a  small 
majority,  so  mat  when  it  came  to  the  final 
vole  -  lo  adopt  the  entire  section  -  most 
Wilson  supporters  had  given  up  hope 
But  it  was  now  late  afternoon,  people 
were  slipping  away  to  the  comfort  ol  Ihe 
Faculty  Club  and  martinis,  and  there  were 
one  or  two  strong  speeches.  Whatever 
the  reason,  when  the  Final  vote  was 
taken,  the  motion  to  adopt  the  offending 
section  was  tost  by  two  votes.  Council, 
then,  was  now  recommending  to  the 
Board  of  Governors  that  there  should  be 
a  policy  of  non-discrimination,  and 
specifically  that  discrimination  should  not 
operate  in  the  appointment  of  Dons  of 


Doug  Wilton 


"For  many  years  I  favored  the 
'quiet  approach'...  but  I  become 
more  and  more  convinced  that 
activism  works,  and  works  a  lot 
faster." 


been  manipulation.  The  chairman  of  Ihe 
committee  was  Law  Dean  Douglas 
Schmeiser.  a  Roman  Catholic, 
well-known  as  a  reactionary  despite 
some  involvemenl  with  civil  liberties  work 
in  the  past  One  could  trusi  him  about  as 
lar  as  one  could  throw  Otto  Lang. 
Another  member  was  E  McCullough,  an 
unusually  devout  lay  member  ol  the 
same  institution  as  Father  de  Valk. 
McCullough,  a  philosopher  specializing  in 
logic,  had  already  written  to  the  news- 
papers opposing  Wilson's  actions.  Three 
Other  members  ot  the  committee  were 
known  for  Iheir  right-wing  stand  on 
almost  every  issue,  while  the  remaining 
two  were  nondescript  academics,  not 
known  for  anything  in  particular  and  cer- 
tainly not  for  revolution  Many  non- 
oommitfed  laculty  were  shocked  at  the 
composition  ol  Ihe  committee  As  one  ot 
them  wryly  put  rt.  [here  were  three  quali- 
fications tor  membership  -  Roman 
Catholic,  neo-fascist  or  dead  Indeed,  the 
continued  bias  in  Ihe  way  Ihe  issue  was 
handled  probably  won  us  a  good  deal  ol 
support  Fortunately  (and  typically),  the 
j  compilers  of  the  committee  had  neglec- 


cruel  dilemma  for  a  conservative 
upholder  of  the  status  quo. 

In  the  end,  the  Schmeiser  Committee 
came  up  with  a  remarkable  document.  It 
enunciated  the  genera)  principle  that 
academic  qualifications  and  competence 
only,  and  not  sexual  orientation,  were  to 
be  considered  in  assigning  University 
duties,  specifically,  sexual  orientation 
should  nol  be  a  (actor  in  choosing  Dons 
of  Residence.  So  far  so  good,  but  then 
came  the  catch  The  report  went  on  to 
say  that  in  those  areas  where  the 
University  had  to  co-operate  wiih  institu- 
tions within  the  community,  rt  should  be 
"aware  Of  and  responsive  lo  the  policies 
and  requirements  o(  Others  ".  Elsewhere 
in  the  report,  there  was  an  ominous 
statement  about  the  need  lo  support  "ad- 
ministrative responsibility"   Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, this  cunous  double-lhink 
was  probably  meviiable- 

After  a  long  delay,  the  report  came 
before  Council  on  22  March,  and  a  long 
and  sometimes  angry  debate  followed 
Ounng  questioning,  it  became  dear  (m 
case  anyone  had  any  doubts)  that  Ihe 
vague  phraseology  quoted  above  was 


Residence,  ft  was  victory,  even  if  of  a 
somewhat  symbolic  kind  By  the  end  ot 
that  meeting,  some  of  us  were  too 
exhausted  to  enjoy  it  fully. 

There  are  several  things  to  be  learned 
from  the  experience  in  Saskatoon,  some 
of  which  will  no  doubt  be  obvious  to 
expenenced  gay  activists  The  first  is  that 
if  Saskatoon  is  any  indication,  there  is  lar 
more  sympathy  for  the  gay  cause  than 
perhaps  we  realize.  I  was  deeply  moved 
by  the  willingness  of  my  non-gay  col- 
leagues lo  give  public  support,  some- 
times at  the  possible  risk  of  harmJncj  their 
careers  Non-gay  groups  such  as  the 
Women's  Centre,  Student  Unions  and 
the  Human  Rights  Commission  came 
readily  (o  our  aid.  and  Ihe  powerful  Sas- 
katchewan Federation  of  Labor  passed  a 
motion,  al  its  conference,  protesting  dis- 
crimination Often,  we  discovered,  all  we 
had  to  do  was  ask   Perhaps  gay  people 
are  too  S*hy  in  this  regard 

Another  point  lo  note  is  that  the 
straight  establishment  is  perfectly  happy 
with  the  ghetto  system  The  most  familiar 
reaction  of  straight  university  people 
throughout  the  struggle  was  one  ot 


irritation  thai  the  issue  had  surfaced  at 
all.  Now  it  had  to  be  dean  with  and 
talked  about  openly.  The  ok)  cosy 
system  of  lacil  agreement  between  gay 
and  straight  to  Ignore  the  issue  was 
shattered  Towards  the  end  ol  Ihe 
Council  debate,  Dean  Schmeiser  was 
arguing  against  an  amendment  thai 
would  have  required  University  officials 
to  react  only  10  wnrfen  policies  of  out- 
side bodies.  That  was  unwise, 
Schmeiser  explained,  because  those 
bodies  would  naturally  have  to  take  a 
harsher  stand  il  their  policies  were 
public;  it  was  much  better  lo  have 
nothing  in  writing,  then  one  could  quietly 
persuade  them  to  be  more  liberal.  He 
was  told  clearly  and  firmly  that  gay 
people  were  no  longer  interested  in  such 
methods,  we  now  preferred  to  fight  for 
ourselves  and  we  wanted  things  open. 

Thirdly,  it  became  more  and  more 
clear  as  the  struggle  went  on  that  what 
the  administration  was  really  concerned 
about  was  not  homosexuality  but  power. 
Wilson's  crime,  lor  most  administrators. 
was  not  that  he  had  publicly  admitted  his 
homosexuality,  but  thai  he  had 
challenged  Kirkpatrick's  right  lo  make  a 
decision  -  what  the  President  had  called 
a  "managerial"  decision.  1  suspect  that 
had  we  grasped  this  point  more  clearly 
earlier  on,  our  ladies  might  have  been 
slightly  different  The  first  reaction  ot 
people  in  power  is  to  protect  that  power. 

My  last  point  Is  the  most  important  It 
dawned  on  some  ol  us  after  that  last 
Council  meeting  thai  the  real  victory  on 
campus  was  not  that  Council  finally 
adopted  a  liberal  report  The  real  victory 
could  be  seen  by  comparing  the  last 
Council  meeting  with  the  first  Al  that  first 
meeting  a  considerable  amount  of  anti- 
homosexual  feeling  was  expressed.  At 
the  final  meeting  there  was-no  sign  of  it 
No  doubt  without  realizing  it.  most 
people  had  come  to  accept  the  fad  thai 
gay  people  were  here  to  slay  and  had  to 
be  accommodated  somehow  The  pro- 
cess that  brought  about  this  significant 
change  is  clear  First  came  shock,  when 
for  the  first  time  in  many  people's 
expenence,  the  subject  was  spoken 
about  openly  and  when  some  people 
even  calmly  mentioned  Ihe  fad  that  Ihey 
were  gay.  But  there  Is  a  limit  to  how  long 
one  can  remain  shocked  Familiarity 
takes  over,  and  with  familiarity  comes  a 
quasi -lolerance.  The  process  mighi  be 
called  psychological  acdimatization,  and 
it  is  one  of  the  effects  of  adivism  that 
more  conservative  gay  people  might  not 
have  considered.  Perhaps  this  point 
struck  me  personally,  because  for  many 
years  I  favored  Ihe  "quiet  approach".  I 
still  believe  that  the  gay  movement 
needs  those  who  will,  without  drawing 
public  attention  to  themselves,  prove  by 
the  very  way  they  live  thai  anti-gay 
attitudes  are  wrong   But  I  become  more 
and  more  convinced  that  adivism  works, 
and  works  a  lol  faster.  I  offer  these 
words  lo  the  more  conservative  readers 
Ot  The  Body  Politic,  rf  such  there  be  Of 
course,  what  we  have  at  the  University 
of  Saskatchewan  is  a  superficial  accep- 
tance only,  and  the  real  task  ot  educa- 
tion is  ]us!  beginning.  Amongst  other 
things,  incidentally,  we  badly  need  intel- 
ligently written  pamphlets  ot  gay  dialedic 
direded  towards  specific  subjects,  such 
as  education,  medicine  and  religion. 

Altogether,  the  Doug  Wilson  contro- 
versy has  immeasurably  strengthened 
the  gay  cause  in  Saskatchewan  It  has 
given  new  heart  to  the  outfront  members 
of  the  gay  community,  has  caused  others 
to  come  out  and  has  stirred  the 
consciences  of  those  still  In  hiding. 
Perhaps  It  has  given  a  jolt  lo  those  who 
Ihink  about  civil  nghts  legislation  There 
have  been  similar  good  results  else- 
where One  practical  result  is  thai  partly 
due  to  this  case,  two  faculty  unions  in 
eastern  universities  have  included  in  their 
contract  a  clause  banning  discrimination 

Recently  (here  was  a  party  at  the 
Faculty  Club  lor  retiring  members.  A 
rather  disconsolate  Dean  Kirkpamck  was 
there  to  say  goodbye  He  now  ends  his 
career  in  education,  while  Doug  Wilson 
begins  his.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
this  is  a  good  sign  for  the  future     D 
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The  Marketing  of 
JohnDamien 


by  Gerald  Hannon 


n  was  a  great  piece  ol  marketing,  and 
like  most  successful  ad  campaigns,  it's 
working. 

The  Weekend  Magazine  appears  as  a 
Saturday  supplement  in  21  newspapers 
covering  10  provinces,  and  has  an  estim- 
ated readership  of  some  5  million. 
Content,  is  absolutely  predictable  from 
issue  to  issue  -  there  is  at  least  one 
sports  feature,  ihe  last  two  pages  are 
devoted  fo  full-colour  nummies,  there's  a 
political'  (bu!  not  heavy)  feature,  and  a 
personality  number  Something  for  every- 
one in  the  3'.j  member  Canadian  lamity 

The  issue  dated  February  21,  1976 
had  something,  ostensibly,  tor  us  Sand- 
wiched between  a  4-page  colour  spread 
on  "Super  Series  76 "  and  seven  recipes 
for  bar  cookies  appeared  an  article  on 
John  Damien  entitled  "Damien's  Exile". 
The  draw  fine,  Ihe  small  print  at  Ihe  lop 
that  catches  your  eye  and  sets  Ihe  lone 
lor  the  article,  read  "What  John  Damien 
represents  and  defends  is  not  homo- 
sexuality but  human  dignity". 

It's  difficult  lo  know  how  to  respond  to 
the  marketing  ot  John  Damien.  On  the 
one  hand,  that  one  4t^  page  spread 
reached  more  people  on  one  Saturday 
than  Ihe  gay  press  has  been  able  lo 
reach  since  John's  firing.  When  I  spoke 
lo  John  three  weeks  after  it  appeared,  he 
had  received  124  letters,  and  the 
Defence  Fund  was  $1492  62  ncher.  The 
money  came  in  cash,  cheques,  money 
orders  -  almost  everyone  who  senl  a 
donation  apologized  for  not  being  able  lo 
send  more.  A  young  woman  on  the  west 
coast  wrote  "Sorry  I  don'l  have  much 
money  or  a  job.  I'm  jusi  a  student 
remember"  and  enclosed  a  crisp  new 
dollar  bill.  Another  woman  who  signed 
her  first  name  only  but  identified  herself 
as  a  senior  citizen  sent  a  Christmas  card 
with  the  greeting  "Happy  Holiday 
Season"  inside  -  but  she'd  crossed  out 
the  "Holiday  Season"  and  whiten  in 
"good  new  job  and  success1'  They  came 
from  every  province  in  Canada  except 
Pnnce  Edward  Island,  there  were  a  few 
from  the  Stales,  there  was  one  from 
London  England  who  said  "Please 
remember  that  there  are  a  lot  of  people 
all  around  Ihe  world,  not  just  in  Canada 
and  the  U  S.,  who  are  praying  for  you..." 
A  young  man  from  down  east  got  the 
message  pretty  deariy:  "I  am  a  student 
who  has  never  had  a  lover,  but  I  believe 
myself  lo  be  gay  I  graduate  this  year 
and  I  fear  my  career  would  be 
jeopardized  if  I  openly  declared  my 
homosexual rty.  If  you  win  your  case, 
ihen  there  will  be  a  precedent  to  help 
other  gay  persons  defend  themselves 
againsl  prejudice." 

There  were  dollar  bills,  five  dollar  bills, 
nobody  senl  more  than  fifty,  but  almost 
everyone  sent  somelhing  There  have 
been  no  hate  leflers,  no  threats,  no 
cranks.  One  letter  included  some  quo- 
tations from  the  bible  that  are  a  little  less 
than  gung-ho  about  homosexuality,  but 
that  s  been  the  extent  of  negative  feed- 
back  It  there  is  any  persistent  theme  in 
the  cones pondence,  it  is  outrage  that 
something  like  this  "could  happen  in 
Canada",  and  praise  lor  the  man  who  is 
standing  up  to  rt  all  As  one  man 
expressed  it     Here's  lo  human  dignity  - 
go  get'eml" 


It  is  difficult  to  say  how  many  ol  the 
letters  came  from  gay  people.  Certainly 
not  many  identified  themselves  as  such. 
There  were  a  lot  that  came  from  couples 
that  clearly  consisted  of  one  male  and 
one  female  Many  began  "As  a 
heterosexual  I ..."  or  some  va  nation  of 
thai  disclaimer.  It  is  heartening  that  that 
support  is  out  there,  and  that  people  of 
all  ages  and  social  backgrounds  are 
willing  to  declare  il,  at  least  on  Ihe  level 
of  a  personal  letter  But  they  are 
responding  to  a  marketing  /ob  -  Ihe 
selling  ot  John  Damien   It  is  difficult  for 
us  lo  know  how-to  respond  lo  this 
packaging  job.  It's  gathered  support  of  a 
grass-roots  kind,  and  it's  collected  some 
much-needed  cash   But  its  interesting 
how  frequently  the  letters  mention  the 
word   dignity".  That  word  from  the  draw 
line  keeps  echoing  back  in  phrases  like 
"the  dignified  way  in  which  you  are  fight- 
ing for  basic  human,  not  gay,  rights"  or 
"here's  to  human  dignity"  or  "my  wife 
and  I  are  privileged  lo  support  you  in 
your  fight  tor  human  dignity"   You  could 
almost  forget  he  was  a  cock-sucker. 

I  have  lo  keep  telling  myself  how 
important  ihe  support  that  article  has 
gathered  is,  and  how  necessary  the 
money  is,  before  I  can  stomach  what 
John  Holsess,  the  author  of  the  article, 
had  to  do  lo  make  gay,  homosexual, 
cock-sucking  John  Damien  acceptable  to 
Weekend  Magazine  and  its  5  million 
readers  coasi  to  coast        — ■ 

The  tnck  is  to  draw  attention  away 
from  the  radical  specificity  of  Damien's 
homosexuality,  and  the  hundred  and  one 
little  oppressions  that  that  entails  (losing 
your  job  is  just  one  of  them),  and  raising 
the  whole  thmg  to  the  sale,  abstract  and 


metaphysical  level  of  "human  dignity", 
whatever  that  means.  Who  can  pooh 
pooh  human  dignity''  It's  right  up  there 
with  mom  and  apple  pie  and  clean  teeth. 
Now  maybe  a  lot  of  people  couldn't 
stomach  John  Damien,  homosexual, 
fired  because  he  is  homosexual,  fighting 
because  he  is  homosexual  bui  they  can 
accept  quite  nicely  John  Damien.  nice 
(homosexual)  man  and  important  current 
upholder  of  human  dignity  The  process, 
of  course,  requires  the  sanrtization  ol  the 
gentleman  in  question  Hofsess  obliges. 
Just  in  case  you  might  have  Ihought 
John  and  his  lover  Brian  did  dirties  in 
bed  logether,  he  washes  their  clean  linen 
in  public  for  Inenv  "When  they  make 
love,  which  is  what  sex  is  called  in  this 
home,  they  don'l  do  anything  especially 
kinky  or  far  out,  just  Ihe  usual  nonre- 
productive  practices  popularized  by  crea- 
tures as  far  afield  as  rhesus  monkeys 
and  ancient  Greeks. "  And  he  lets  us 
know  that  Damien  doesn't  like  ihe  bars 
or  baths,  doesn't  want  to  work  in  a 
sexual  ghetto  -  lhey;il  like  (War  in 
Fenelon  Falls  Thai  he  doesn't  believe  in 
"marches  and  flying  banners,  and  shout- 
ing to  the  whole  world,  'I'm  gay!'"  - 
that'll  reassure  them  in  Omemee.  That 
though  he's  a  fallen  away  Catholic,  he  is 
attending  the  Unitanan  Church  -  heads 
nod  approvingly  in  Fredencton. 

As  Christopher  Hobson  said  reviewing 
his  mother's  book  Consenting  Aduft,  "It 
is     a  view  of  homosexual  liberation  in 
which  homosexuals  are  not  necessary" 
Hofsess  manages  Ihe  same  sleight  of 
hand:  "What  John  Damien  represents 
and  defends  is  not  homosexuality  but 
human  dignity     Restore  to  thai  individual 
his  job  and  his  "dignity",  and  all  will  be 


well  in  a  system  which,  except  for  ihis 
particular  and  unfortunate  lapse,  is  well 
and  sound  A  system,  the  article  is  care- 
ful lo  make  clear,  into  which  Damien  fits 
quite  nicely  with  his  $400-a-month  pent- 
house and  his  St. 100  gold  walch  and  his 
diamond  rings  AH  details  to  carefully 
insulate  him  from  the  gay  libbers  "with 
their  placards  and  pickets,  their  raucous 
voices  chanting  simple-minded  slogans ... 
their  utler  lack  of  style"   Thai  is  the 
public  face  of  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  Holsess  allows  that  organiz- 
ation "calm  efficiency"  when  it  responds 
pnvately  lo  Damien's  plea  tor  help,  but 
any  allusion  to  public,  out-front  struggle 
gets  dismissed.  It  is  important  to  separ- 
ate Damien  from  that  kind  of  homo- 
sexual because  lhat  kind  of  homo- 
sexual is  after  a  little  more  than  "human 
dignity"  -  it  happens  to  be  after  a  suf- 
ficiently radical  change  in  Ihe  system  to 
make  cases  like  Damien's  impossible. 
And  Weekend  Magazine  is  not  about  to 
endorse  those  goals. 

Do  not  read  this  as  a  pul-down  ol  John 
Damien   I  have  great  respect  tor  his 
integrity  and  his  persistence  in  a  fight 
which  promises  to  be  long,  bitter  and 
exhausting   I  have  asked  him  a  number 
of  times  whether  he  would  have  done 
things  any  differently  if  he  had  known  at 
the  beginning  what  his  decision  lo  fight 
would  mean,  and  he  has  arways  said  no. 
Quite  simply,  no. 

But  the  fad  remains  that  his  money 
and  his  position  did  insulate  him  from  the 
common  lot  and  wornes  of  most  gay 
people  He  was  very  much  a  part  of  the 
syslem,  and  the  system,  at  least 
whatever  pari  of  it  that  Weekend 
represents,  seems  anxious  to  reclaim 
him.  And  since  homosexuality  kind  of 
slicks  in  the  system's  craw,  it  becomes 
rather  important  lo  make  the  whole  case 
something  abut  one  man's  struggle  to 
regain  his  human  dignity  from  the  Blue 
Meanies,  and  not  that  mans  place  in  an 
organized  struggle  to  restructure  that 
system  completely.  An  organized 
Struggle  which  is  frequently  noisy,  brash 
and  insistent  about  such  things  as  public 
expressions  of  affectional  preference 

So  I  have  mixed  feelings.  I  can't  help 
but  be  moved  and  impressed  by  those 
hundreds  of  Canadians  from  Newfound- 
land to  Vancouver  Island  who  took  the 
time  to  sit  down  and  write  sometimes 
painfully  self-conscious  but  always 
sincere  and  deeply  fell  letters  to  John 
Damien  Bui  I  am  dismayed  that  the 
selling  ol  John  Damien  involved  packag- 
ing him  in  a  way  to  safely  insulate  him 
from  the  very  movement  which  has 
championed  his  cause  from  the 
beginning  According  lo  Weekend 
Magazine,  when  Damien  gets  his  job 
back  it  will  be  clear  that  a  momentary 
and  unfortunate  breakdown  in  the 
smoothly  running  machinery  of  Ihe 
system  will  have  been  remedied 
Remedied  because  good-thinking  men 
like  John  Hofsess  saw  lo  H  lhat  Damien 
got  his  dignity,  and  possibly  his  job, 
back 

Our  job  is  to  keep  before  the  public  an 
image  of  gay  liberation  m  which  homo- 
sexuals are  still  necessary   Dignity  i$  not 
enough       j 
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Mane  Robertsons  article  which  follows 
s  intended  to  be  the  first  ot  an  ongoing 
series  of  contributions  from,  or  of 
relevance  to,  Canadian  Lesbian 
Feminists   Conceived  of  as  a  torvm  tor 
the  communication  ot  both  the  facts  of 
regional  political  struggle  and  the 
opinions  of  personal  reflection  on  the 
Movement,  it  is  nol  meant  as  an  altern- 
ative to  more  substantial  forms  ot 
Lesbian  content  within  our  pages. 

In  the  spirit  of  pnde  and  resilience 
which  Lesbians  have  called  upon  In 
resurrecting  this  term  from  its  tradition- 
ally pejorative  usage,  the  column  has 
been  titled  DYKES.  It is  our  sincere  wish 
it  be  used  to  the  continuation  ot  that 


After  lour  years  ol  asking  myself. 
"Where  are  all  Ihos©  women?"  I've 
decided  to  change  my  locus  and 
question  what,  if  anything,  the  gay  move- 
ment has  to  offer  us  dykes.  Contrary  to 
the  belief  ol  many  lesbians  who  are  In- 
experienced in  working  with  gay  men, 
but  who  nevertheless  are  amazingly  out- 
spoken in  their  criticism  ol  gay  liber- 
ation, I  have  done  much  more  than  make 
coffee  and  answer  telephones.  However, 
as  of  late.  I've  been  looking  at  the  large 
amount  of  energy  thai  I  expend  fighting 
lor  equal  power  In  a  male-dominated 
struggle,  educating  my  gay  brothers 
about  their  sexism  and  feminism  In 
general,  and  trying  to  recruit  more 
women.  Who  gains  In  the  amalgamation? 
II  seems  lo  me  that  men  are  getting 
quite  a  bit  for  our  time.  Besides  the  work 
we  do,  having  a  significant  number  ot 
active  women  in  an  individual  group  has 
become  a  basis  tor  credibility  and  status 
in  the  contest  lor  "Most  Together  Gay 
Liberation  Group  ot  the  Year".  But  what 
are  lesbians  gaining?  A  growing  sense  ot 
alienation  from  our  sisters,  fatigue  as  we 
struggle  as  a  minority  to  lei  the  public 
know  that  the  lerm  "gay"  also  means 
female  homosexual  This  is  not  to  under- 
play all  the  good  feelings  I've  personally 
experienced  in  past  years.  Spending 
one's  formative  years  with  faggots  has 
definite  advantages  (I'm  a  great  dancer), 
Nontheless,  it  has  begun  to  stnke  me  as 
ludicrous  when  in  seminars  I  expound 
the  virtues  ol  loving  women  and  then 
upon  reflection  realize  that  I've  been 
spending  most  of  my  time  with  gay  men 

The  problem  is  obviously  much  deeper 
than  the  superficial  male  chauvinism  in 
the  movement  the  meatballs  who  insist 
on  saying  "mankind",  "him",  "he-  when 
relerring  to  both  sexes  I  perceive  a  dear 
conflict  of  interest.  Gay  liberation,  when 
we  get  nght  down  to  it,  «  the  struggle  lor 


gay  men  to  achieve  approval  for  the  only 
thing  that  separates  them  from  the 
"Man"  -  (heir  sexual  preference.  Alt  right, 
all  you  sell-proclaimed  "male  feminlsls" 
who  are  at  this  point  desiring  to  bend, 
spindle,  and  mutilate  my  poor  Polish 
neck.  The  point  is  that  il  you  were  not 
gay  you  would  be  part  ol  the  powerful, 
prestigious  male  ruling  dass  that  oppres- 
ses women,  whether  you  choose  to  face 
thai  realty  or  nol.  Your  birth  as  males 
defines  that;  you  don't.  My  female  birth- 
right places  me  on  the  bottom  rung,  re- 
gardless ol  my  sexual  orientation  and 
that  is  where  I  must  fight  from.  Thanks 
for  letting  me  take  a  step  up  to  your  rung 
ol  the  ladder,  but  no  thanks. 

Should  we  dykes  then  fight  alongside 
our  straight  feminist  sisters?  Enler 
lesbian  pride  to  complicate  matters  even 
more.  Some  lesbians  put  a  lot  of  energy 
into  the  feminist  movement,  committing 
themselves  to  working  tor  the  benefit  and 
eventual  liberation  of  all  women.  No  one 
can  deny  the  importance  ot  this  since 
dykes  are  oppressed  first  and  foremost 
omen.  But  it  has  been  my  experi- 
ence (and  I  know  I'm  not  alone)  that  the 
mere  mention  of  indudlng  gay  issues  in 
the  feminist  struggle  arouses  a  complete 
gamut  ot  negative  responses  from  out- 
nght  refusal  to  the  more  pseudo-liberal, 
but  harder  to  delect,  queasiness  of  inner 
parts,  characterized  by  a  sudden  tighten- 
ing ol  the  vocal  chords  and  nausea.  I 
refuse  to  kow-tow  to  the  closetry  strongly 
encouraged  by  uptight  straight  women 
concerned  with  the  "image"  ol  the  femin- 
ist movement  and  also,  sadly,  by  those 
paranoid  gay  sisters  who  rationalize  their 
own  doselry  by  viewing  their  lesbianism 
as  a  private  personal  matter,  of  tittle 
consequence  to  the  liberation  ol  women. 

'  want  a  separate  dyke  movement 
through  which  we  can  fight  Ihe  women's 
fight  openly  and  proudly  as  up-front 
lesbians.  I  want  gay  women  lo  finally  get 
credit  for  all  the  work  we've  been  doing 
and  presently  are  doing  under  Ihe 
banners  of  the  gay  and  women's  move- 
ments. We  need  our  own  banner  We 
have  nothing  to  lose  by  separating;  we 
are  already  losing  in  movements  (hat  do 
nol  meel  our  needs  As  feminists  we're 
compromising  ourselves  in  the  gay 
movement,  as  lesbians  we're  "hushed 
i  Ihe  women's  movement.  It  we're 
going  to  educate,  lei  us  educate  our  les- 
bian sisters,  not  our  gay  brothers   If 
we're  going  to  demand  equality  as 
women,  lei  us  not  forgei  the  tact  that  we 
are  gay  women,  and  thai  as  such  we 
must  make  the  dyke  issue  a  promineni 
one,  retrieving  It  Irom  the  closets  ol 
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In  eigh!  months  ol  Toronto  living,  two 
lacls  of  lesbian /feminist  hie  here  have 
emerged  lor  me  as  obvious  and  discon- 
certing. The  lirst  is  the  number  and  fre- 
quency ol  splits  within  the  community' 
here,  and  Ihe  second  is  the  lack  ol 
regular  lorms  ol  congregation  by  that 
community  The  lormer  is  the  more 
complicated  and,  at  lirst  glance,  Ihe 
more  important,  but  il  is  the  latter  that 
moves  me  to  wnte  this  and  thai  connects 
substantially  with  Ihe  first.  In  writing  on 
my  culture,  I  grant  prionty  to  its  support 
systems,  both  their  context  and  content, 
and  to  Iheir  visibility  in  collective  iden- 
tity -  and  as  collective  identity 

Forms  of  congregation  -  'playing,'  il 
/ou  will  -  are  essential  to  the  health  ol 
collectivity  They  are  also  the  fastest, 
most  economical  means  by  which  you 
can  gauge  the  community  within  which 
you  find  yourself. 

For  years,  the  sense  and  lunction  of 
"community''  as  defined  by  lesbianism 
has  included  the  existence  ol  bars  Most 
often  sleazy,  always  few  in  number,  and 
traditionally  linked  wiltrurganized  crime, 
such  bars  have  become  -  could 
become  -  exclusively  lemale  only  wjthin 
the  lasf  very  few  years.  If  you're  33,  for 
instance,  and  came  out  in  Montreal  a)  19 
or  20,  then  the  bar  you  knew  had  far 
more  to  do  with  the  one  in  Michel 
Tremblay's  II  Elaft  Une  Fois  Dans  L'est 
than  with  Jilly's,  Montreal's  latest 
women's  "formula''  bar. 

More  "recently.  Ihough.  the  psychology 
ol  feminism  and  the  women's  movement 
has  fostered  the  creation  of  alternatives' 
to  mainslream  sources  ol  survival  (both 
work  and  play)  and.  more  crucially,  lo 
the  values  they  incubate.  This  has  meant 
the  complete  and  tedious  revaluation  ol 
Ihe  forms  of  our  interaction  with  the 
male  capitalist  conspiracy'  (a  studied 
catchphrase  lor  the  present  state  of 
advanced  capitalist  decay  which 
surrounds,  sometimes  overwhelms,  me) 
and  women's  coffeehouses  and  culfural 
or  resource  centres  have  spawned.  I 
Choose  this  verb  advisedly:  the  associ- 
ated image  of  infant  mortality'  is 
intentional,  lor  it  leads  me  to  discuss 


systematically  several  phenomena:  the 
thnving  existence  ol  these  play'  centres 
in  certain  cities,  the  failure  ol  specific 
efforts  in  others,  and  the  general  lack  of 
interest  displayed  by  Toronto  lesbians 
towards  both  bars  and  their  alternatives. 

My  impulse  to  organize  this  discus- 
sion, and  communicate  it.  has  important 
roots   First,  I  have  lived  and  participated 
in  the  Uf  communities  ol  Montreal  and 
New  York  City.  I  believe  adamantly  in  the 
need  to  "play,"  especially  within  a 
context  where  I  may  rub  elbows  with 
those  whose  energies  and  priorities  are 
nof  identical  to  mine.  But  Ihe  most 
important  root  (lor  its  quotient  ol  petty 
oppression!  was  the  occasion  of  my 
second  loray  within  the  walls  ol  Toronto's 
celebrated  Blue|ay.  that  bastion  of 
heavyhanded  and  sefl-nghteous  dis- 
cnmination, 

The  tale  is  a  simple  one.  Five  women 
friends  were  visiting  from  Montreal;  it 
was  Saturday  evening;  we  wanted  to 
dance  in  an  all-women  establishment; 
and  our  spirits  (psychic,  not  alcoholic) 
were  high  We  had  been  warned  of  the 
Bluejays  arbitrary  dress  and  behaviour 
codes  -  even  more  restrictive,  I  am  told, 
in  times  past.  Once  before  we  had  cros- 
sed its  threshold  but  suffered  only  one 
direct  attack;  a  paranoid  Instance  of  2 
a.m  alarm  when  it  was  suddenly  thought 
thai  the  scent  ol  our  Gilanes  was  the 
scent  of  dope  Although  verbose  apolo- 
gies followed  managerial  cries  of  indig- 
nation, we  considered  the  club  one  to  ,. 
avoid.  Yet,  needing  community,  here 
we  were  on  a  Saturday  night,  returning 
to  its  doors. 

This  second  encounter  left  us  speech- 
less Because  it  was  Saturday  and  be- 
cause three  ot  us  wore  jeans  (in  the 
eyes  of  the  management  an  unaccep- 
table combination),  we  were  denied 
entry   Explaining  our  ignorance  of  the 
rules  and  that  most  of  us  were  visitors 
bent  neither  ears  nor  rules. 

We  were  enraged,  immediately  by  the 
capacity  foj  the  women  in  the  Bluejay 
thai  night  to  kowtow  to  such  fascist  man- 
agement, but  also  generally  by  the 
acceptance  in  Toronto  ol  such  a  regime 


which  knows  lhat  virtually  no  other 
choices  exist.  So  we  decided  to  act  upon 
the  one  choice  that  had  been  suggested 
but  fleetingly  earlier  in  the  evening  This 
was  the  Grads,  a  bar  with  the  standard 
cover  charge,  and  a  reputation  (or 
heaviness  (not  true  in  my  experiences) 
but  also  (exception  of  exceptions  for  a 
Toronto  lesbian)  a  welcoming,  warm, 
fnendly  management  and  clientele. 

It's  a  nutshell  of  contradictions.  Look 
generally  at  who  owns  the  bars  (a  ques- 
tionable lot)  and  at  what  they  cater  to 
(excessive  alcoholic  indulgence  and  the 
Inhering  away  of  hard-earned  cash)  and 
you're  led  to  the  kinds  of  decisions,  even 
commitments,  thai  Ihe  collectives  of  the 
women's  coffeehouses  (in  Toronto  as 
well  as  in  New  York)  operate  on:  that  a 
woman-owned,  -rented,  and  -run  space. 
which  oflers  occasions  lor  song,  dance, 
and  general  constructive  merriment 
among  women  themselves,  is  a  priority 

Montreal  has  tried  variations  on  this 
idea  -  Labyhs  and  Powerhouse  to  name 
two  -  but  has  never  seen  them  suslained 
with  any  clearly  consistent  community 
response  That  is  due,  I  would  venture, 
to  the  usually  anglophone  and  middle- 
class  base  ol  operations  -  operations 
addressed  to  a  working-class  and  franco- 
phone majority.  New  York's  coffeehouse 
has  thrived  for  about  two  years  now  on  a 
seven- nig  hi -a- week  basis;  it  is  a  viable 
forum  (or  New  York's  finest  -  finest 
dykes  that  is!  But  Toronto?  The  coffee- 
house here  (The  Three  ol  Cups)  suffers 
from  the  same  plight  lhat  afflicts  our  les- 
bian bars:  non-participation.  Toronto's 
non-crowds  are  a  sight  to  behold.  Excep- 
tions to  this  rule  have  been  the  Other 
Woman  benefit  and  Rita  McNeil's  per- 
formance, both  coffeehouse-sponsored. 
But,  aside  from  these,  where  ARE  the 
lesbians  in  this  city?  What  ARE  they 
doing''  Why  DONT  they  collect  them- 
selves at  the  Grads  or  the  coffeehouse 
with  constant  activity  in  constant  num- 
bers'7 Both  places  afford  greater  physical 
space  than  any  comparable  setting  in 
Montreal  or  New  York,  and  yet  their  rale 
of  under-use  is  staggering.  Other  con- 
siderations follow  -  the  women  of  The 


Three  of  Cups  are  NOT  machines  but 
need  OUR  input.  OUR  ideas,  OUR 
bodies  as  audience! 

The  most  vital  and  formidable  com- 
mitments at  this  stage  ot  our  lesbian 
nation(s)  are  political   No  surprise  there. 
But  has  It  occurred  to  Toronto's  dyke- 
dom  at  large  that  numbers  -  more  yet, 
numbers  a:  play  are  a  part  ol  that 
political  schema? 

The  history  is  vivid.  A  few  years  ago 
the  management  of  Madame  Arthur's  in 
Montreal  (now  defunct)  took  it  upon 
themselves  to  BEAT  UP  a  lesbian. 
Women  protested,  picketed.  Many  never 
went  back,  others  Hocked  back,  some 
entered  lor  the  first  lime  Babytace,  the 
archetypical  dyke-discriminalion  centre 
lor  Montreal's  lesbians,  has  an  easily 
earned  and  well  deserved  reputation  lor 
barring,  at  any  one  time,  large  numbers 
of  women  Women  have  boycotted  the 
bar  lol lowing  incidents  of  exclusion,  but 
an  equal  number  continued  to  patronize 
it.  Now  Jilly's  has  arrived,  and  lor  those 
who  have  spent  the  greater  part  of  the 
past  two  years  our  ot  these  two  and 
occasionally  at  the  Pont,  Powerhouse, 
and  Labyris,  there  is  an  oasis  ot  music 
and  women.  But  what  does  it  say  ot  thai 
oasis  lhat  it  is  so  packed  so  often?  How 
long  will  it  lake  the  now  civilized  man- 
agement to  bare  their  male-ownership 
teeth?  What  would  these  women  give  for 
the  space  and  lack  of  hassles  ol  a  Grads 
or  a  coffeehouse?  And  how  easily  are 
Toronto  dykes  going  to  waste  the  positive 
potential  of  both  these  local  endeavors? 

Marie  Robertson's  appeal  elsewhere  in 
mis  issue  (see  OYKES)  rings  familiar  in 
its  tone  of  complaint  and  latigue.  My 
ability  to  identify  with  it  is  sure  But  when 
she  speaks  of  that  separate  movement 
to  me,  at  this  point  of  my  tittle  Toronto 
life,  all  I  want  to  know  is:  yes,  but  can 
they  play?  Some  of  us  here  are  trying  to 
cultivate  a  larger  L/F  network'  that 
would  include  us  all  without  disallowing 
individual  commitments  lo  various  'poli- 
tiques.'  but  as  the  struggle  continues,  I 
wonder:  can  those  who  don't  play 
together  politique  together?  II  you  can, 
speak  up.  Better  yet  -  show  up!      Q 


Buns,  muffins,  cakes,  dried  fruits,  nuts,  honey, 
granola,  home-made  preserves,  cutting  boards. 
bread  knives,  tablecloths.  Native  People's  basket 
handicrafts,      -«   . 

Mainly  Bread 
over  20  exciting  and  different  kinds  of  bread 

made  with  healthful  ingredients  with  no  colourants 
additives,  or  preservatives, 


The  Summerhill  Market.  1099  Yonge  Street,  Toronto       Opening  in  June 
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French  Gall.  Writing  regularly  tor  Ihe 
Globe  and  Mail  critic  William  French 
indulges  a  compulsive  eagerness  10 
tell  of  the  books  he  reads  Taxing 
author  Robin  Maugham  (Search  for 
Nirvana)  for  his  "compulsive  eagerness 
lo  tell  all  about  his  .   homosexual  en- 
counters" William  adds  a  peevish  com- 
plaint about  Maugham's  penchant  tor 
waving  "his  homosexuality  like  a  proud 
banner ."  Manifestly  weary  with  breaking 
Ihe  Good  News  lor  the  umpleenlh  lime 
Williams  groans  (and  we  quole  ihe 
ohginal  French):  "The  battle  tor  public 
lolerance  and  more  enlightened  legis- 
lation has  been  won  "  Rendered  in  com- 
pressed English  this  stalement  may  be 
laithlully  Iranslaled  by  the  word  "Trash" 
Fencing  with  Pickett  Edmonton  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  discovered  the 
ouler  limits  ol  liberal  lolerance  recently 
when  they  lobbied  the  Alberta  Liberal 
Convention  In  Red  Deer  Oul-golng  pres- 
ident Jack  Pickett  angnly  told  Ihe  dozen 
representatives  of  the  organization  to 
"stuff  it",  and  opined  "I'm  a  Liberal  but 
I'm  not  that  Liberal  "  He  called  the 
women  In  the  group  "hags",  and  said 
homosexuals  should  be  barred  Irom 
certain  jobs  such  as  teaching  and  coach- 
ing children's  sports.  "There  are  times 
when  the  rights  of  minority  groups  have 
(o  be  curtailed"  was  3  further  foray  into 
ihe  domain  ol  liberal  largesse  Rumor 
has  it  lhat  this  sort  ol  liberal  thinking  Is 
now  completely  oui  ol  date. 


More  of  the  Same.  Prominent 
Amencan  civil  libertarian  Senator 
Scoop"  Jackson  must  be  at  least   kis- 
sing cousins"  with  the  aforementioned 
Jack  Pickett.  He  relieved  himsell  ol  ihe 
following  on  CBS  "Face  Ihe  Nalion "  "I 
do  believe  that  this  son  ol  Ihing  <i  e 
homosexuality)  does  lead  to  the  destruc- 
tion ol  the  family  and  Ihe  family  is  Ihe 
heart  of  the  Amencan  instil ulions,  and 
I'm  nol  going  to  be  a  party  to  acquies- 
cing in  or  promoting  it   I  believe  they  have 
a  right  lo  a  job.  not  to  every  job  In  highly 
sensllive  areas,  bul  they  certainly  have  a 
nght  lo  make  a  living  They  need  help 
They're  sick  "  He  has  lurther  declared 
lhat  he  does  nol  wani  "Ihe  homosexual 
vole"  Amencan  readers  lake  nole. 
King  No  Queen.  Canada  seems  lo  have 
heaved  a  vast  sigh  ol  relief  since  Ihe 
publication  of  the  private  diaries  of  for- 
mer Prime  Minister  Mackenzie  King   It 
seems  our  former  leader  not  only  mas- 
turbated and  had  wel  dreams,  Ihe  lite- 
long  bachelor  also  visited  ladies  of 
questionable  reputation  Better  an  exploi- 
ter of  economically  deprived  women  than 
a  homo  -  or  so  Jim  Bremner,  letter  writer 
to  the  Toronto  Star,  would  have  us 
believe:  "Mackenzie  King,  wherever 
you  are,  your  diaries  prove  you  to 
be  all  man.  For  20  years  I  though! 
you  were  a  fruitcake  Forgive  me." 
Mackenzie  King  they  can  have. 

Keeping  Us  Off  Our  Toes.  The  Metro- 
politan Community  Church  leels  II  has  a 
role  in  activist  gay  politics,  according  to  a 
pamphlet  recently  published  by  the 
Toronto  chapter.  "The  church  can  help  to 
keep  activism  Irom  gelling  oui  ol  hand 
while  lending  a  much-needed  air  ol  res- 
pectability, telling  the  world  that  gay 
activists  and  gays  in  general  are  nol 
vermin  or  child  molesters."  Thanks 
awfully,  chaps. 


Get  the  idea?  II  It's  trashy  enough,  clip  or 
copy  it.  date  it  and  send  It  10  TRASH,  do 
The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stallon  A, 
Toronto,  Ont.  MSW  1X9. 
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When  a  'plant'  had  been 
identified  as  homosexual 
(even  though,  in  actuality, 
he  was  heterosexual  and 
did  not  look  stereotypically 
homosexual),  subjects 
rated  him  as  being  more 
effeminate,  superficial  and 
vain  than  when  he  was 
identified  as  a  speaker  on 
minority  issues.  In  other 
words,  the  label  created 
the  perception. 


Homophobia 

The  psychology  of  a  social  disease. 


by  Mark  Freedman 

San  Francisco  has  a  huge  homosexual 
population  and  a  social  climate  which 
accepts  a  diversity  of  lifestyles.  Yel,  in 
(he  las)  yea/  alone,  at  least  10  gay 
people  have  been  murdered  in  the  city 
without  being  robbed  This  is  one  manif- 
estation of  homophobia,  the  extreme 
rage  and  (ear  reaction  to  homosexuals.  II 
is  a  severe  disturbance,  one  which  has  a 
powerful  effect  on  the  person  who  has  it 
as  well  as  on  the  people  with  whom  s/he 
comes  into  contact. 

The  most  liberal  of  cities  Is  not  free  of 
homophobia  nor  is  the  most  'civilized'  of 
work  places.  You  can  feel  the  palpable 
reality  of  it  in  this  hospital  worker's  story, 
part  of  an  interview  conducted  by  my  col- 
leagues and  me  for  a  study  of  conflicts 
involving  homosexuality: 

"It  happened  this  summer  in  the  hos- 
pital emergency  room.  When  I  came  to 
work  this  man  was  on  a  stretcher.  The 
guy  was  facing  the  door  and  had  a 
broken  ankle.    At  the  point  I  saw  him  he 
had  refused  treatment  and  they  called  an 
ambulance  to  lake  him  to  the  hospital 
and  he  was  refusing  that,  too.  He  said, 
'Call  my  houseman!'  to  one  of  the 
nurses.  It  was  an  hour  before  anyone  did 
this.  In  the  meantime,  the  employees 
were  passing  around  the  rumor  he  was 
gay  He  was  a  physician.  The  nurses 
pointed  to  'physician'  on  the  admission 
sheet.  Well,  finally,  they  called  this  guy's 
houseman  and  the  man  who  was 
apparently  his  lover  pulled  him  up  and 
set  him  in  the  car.  For  two  weeks  the 
staff  entertained  themselves  with  this 
story,  including  the  night  supervisor." 

Here  are  some  other  examples  of 
homophobia: 

•  Psychiatrists  have  given  clients  in- 
jections of  paralyzing  drugs  to  'help' 
[hem  abolish  homosexual  tendencies. 
Despite  the  declaration  of  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association  that 
homosexuality  is  not  a  sickness,  many 
psychotherapists  are  still  trying  to 
convert  gay  clients  to  heterosexuality  or 
helping  them  adjust  to  their  handicap'. 

•  A  few  years  ago,  Lesbians  leaving  a 
Syracuse,  New  York  bar  at  closing  time 
were  severely  beaten  by  a  group  of 
Iratemity  men  from  the  nearby  university. 
Some  of  the  women  suffered  broken 
limbs  and  concussions 

•  Many  parents  disown  or  institutionalize 
children  whom  they  discover  to  be  homo- 
sexual 

•  On  a  Los  Angeles  television  program, 
comedian  Mori  Sahl  recently  advocated 
Ihe  killing  of  homosexuals  He  was  not 
making  a  joke,  but  talking  seriously. 
Immediately  after  the  program,  the  L.A. 
Gay  Community  Services  Centre 
received  several  bomb  threats. 

A  number  of  psychological  studies 
have  dramatically  demonstrated  the  part- 
licipanls'  homophobic  feelings.  Steve 
Monn,  a  California  psychologist,  wanted 
lo  determine  how  near  people  would 
come  to  someone  they  believed  to  be 
homosexual   Male  and  female  (hetero- 
sexual) interviewers  questioned  under- 
graduates aboui  gay  liberation.  Subjects 
were  asked  lo  pull  up  a  chair'  when  they 
entered  the  room  In  one  pan  of  the 
study,  the  interviewer,  who  was  identified 
as  a  graduate  student  working  on  a 
thesis,  asked  questions  from  a  specially- 
designed  Attitudes  Toward  Homosexual- 
ity Scale  Male  subjects  generally  sat 
closer  to  male  than  to  female  inter- 
viewers and  female  subjects  sat  closer  to 
female  than  to  male  interviewers   In  the 
second  pad  of  the  sludy,  the  interviewer 
wore  a  Gay  and  Proud'  button  and  was 
introduced  as  working  for  the  Association 


of  Gay  Psychologists  Although  subjects 
gave  more  positive  verbal  responses, 
non-verbal  responses  indicated  marked 
homophobia  Male  subjects  tended  lo  sit 
closer  to  female  than  to  male  inter- 
viewers and  female  subjects  sat  closer  10 
male  than  to  female  interviewers.  Also, 
the  actual  physical  distance  that  the 
subjects  placed  therr  chairs  from  the 
interviewers  was  significantly  greater, 
especially  for  the  men. 

Another  study  had  people  rate  a  set  of 
terms  (Man,  Woman,  Male  Homosexual, 
Lesbian)  on  a  test  'or  measuring  the 
meaning  of  words  One  important  finding 
was  the  way  the  people  rated  the  power- 
lulness  of  each  word.  Their  rating  (from 
the  most  to  the  least  potent)  was:  Man. 
Lesbian,  Woman,  Maie  Homosexual 
This  is  in  line  with  the  old  stereotype  that 
Lesbians  are  strong  and  aggressive,  and 
gay  men,  weak  and  effeminate.  Ironic- 
ally, even  though  Lesbians  were  seen 
second  only  to  Man  in  potency,  they 
were  evaluated  lower  than  Man,  Woman 
and  Male  Homosexual.  It  seems  as  if  the 
people  were  saying  that  Lesbians  should 
be  devalued  for  possessing  a  'male' 
characteristic. 

Australian  psychiatrist  Neil  McConaghy 
conducted  a  sludy  to  help  perfect  a 
device  for  identifying  homosexuals.  He  put 
the  penis  of  each  homosexual  and 
heterosexual  male  into  an  apparatus  de- 
signed to  measure  whether  it  expanded 
as  they  viewed  somewhat  suggestive 
pictures  of  nude  men  and  women.  As 
might  be  expected,  the  homosexual  men 
showed  no  discernible  reaction  to  the 
films  of  the  opposite  sex  and  showed 
marked  arousal  to  the  pictures  of  nude 
men.  The  heterosexual  companson 
group  (eleven  medical  students)  showed 
arousal  to  films  of  nude  women,  also  as 
expected.  However,  they  reacted  with 
fear  to  the  pictures  of  nude  men;  their 
penises  actually  shrank!  These  homo- 
phobic medical  students  are  probably 
now  doctors  (o  whom  people  turn  tor 
advice  on  sexual  matters  -  not  an  en- 
couraging thought, 

Rodney  Karr  arranged  a  situation 
where  his  subjects  were  sitting  together 
in  a  waiting  room   He  had  three  male 
plants'  among  the  group  One  plant 
asked  another,  "Didn't  you  speak  in 
Sociology  101  last  term?"  The  other  said 
that  he  had  The  first  one  said,   "I  really 
liked  your  talk."  Then,  the  one  who  had 
supposedly  given  the  talk  was  called  out 
of  the  room  by  the  experimenter.  The 
third  plant  then  asked  the  first  what  the 
other  one  had  talked  about.  In  one  part 
of  the  study,  the  reply  was  "minority 
issues"  In  another  part,  Ihe  reply  was 
"Gay  Liberation"  ("You  mean  he's  a 
homosexual''".  "Yes  "]  Subjects  were 
later  asked  to  rate  each  other  on 
vahous  dimensions.  When  the  plan! 
had  been  identified  as  homosexual 
(even  (hough,  in  acluality,  he  was 
heterosexual  and  did  not  look  siereo- 
typically  homosexual),  sub|ect=    aied  him 
as  being  more  effeminate,  superficial  and 
vain  than  when  he  was  jusl  ideniified  as 
a  speaker  on  minohty  issues   In  other 
words,  the  label  created  the  perception 
of  deviance  The  other  two  plants  were 
rated  as  being  more  mascuime  and 
sociable  when  they  labelled  the  third  as 
homosexual.  This  suggests  that  males 
are  rewarded  by  others  in  our  society  for 
denigrating  homosexuals. 

Studies  ol  social  attitudes  have  found 
other  correlates  ol  homophobia  A  P 
MacOonald  designed  a  special  question- 
naire lo  measure  attitudes  toward  homo- 
sexuality Those  who  hold  more  negative 


attitudes  toward  gay  people  are  more 
likely  to  support  a  double  standard 
between  the  sexes:  they  are  also  more 
rigid  In  their  thinking  and  more  authori- 

Ken  She  mil  analyzed  a  national 
research  poll  on  social  attitudes.  He 
found  an  association  between  homo- 
phobia and  political  conservatism.  People 
who  would  not  want  a  book  by  a  homo- 
sexual author  in  the  public  library  or  a 
gay  teacher  in  the  local  school  system 
would  also  reject  Blacks,  Communists,  etc. 

Kenneth  Smith  constructed  a  question- 
naire on  social  attitudes  which  included 
items  relating  to  homosexuality.  Subjects 
who  indicated  their  discomfort  with 
homosexuals  on  their  responses  lo  those 
items  tended  to  agree  with  these  state- 
ments: 'It  Is  only  natural  to  find  the 
thought  ol  menial  illness  disturbing',  'My 
country  right  or  wrong  is  a  very 
admirable  attitude',   Sexual  fidelity  is  vital 
to  a  love  relationship'.  'Although  I  don't 
always  like  to  admit  it.  I  would  like 
friends  to  see  me  with  a  big  house  and 
fine  car  after  I  graduate'.  They  tended  to 
disagree  with  these  statements:  There  is 
nothing  wrong  with  a  man     being 
passive  when  he  feels  like  it',  'A  belief  in 
God  Is  not  so  important  to  the  main- 
tenance ol  morality',  'The  income  and 
professional  level  of  a  job  are  not  so  Im- 
portant to  me  as  being  happy  with  the 
work  I  do. ' 

These  studies  give  us  clues  to  the 
concerns  and  insecurities  of 
homophobes. 

Effects  of  homophobia 

Over  five  thousand  years  ago,  the 
Jews  were  a  small  nomadic  tribe  which 
needed  as  many  people  as  possible  to 
survive.  Hence,  the  emphasis  on  pro- 
creative  sex  and  the  condemnation  of 
sexual  practices  like  Sodomy  and 
Onanism.  There  was  also  a  strong  anti- 
female  tradition  Women  were  seen  as 
inferior  lo  men.  This  tradition  was  earned 
on  by  Christianity.  Even  though  Christ 
never  condemned  homosexuality,  his 
sexually-inhibited  disciple  Paul  made 
decidedly  anti-female  and  anti-homo- 
sexual pronouncements.  These  became 
the  fuel  for  subsequent  religious  tirades 
against  homosexuality 

With  the  rise  ol  Science,  the  suppos- 
edly scientific  medical  model  of  menial 
disturbance  came  into  vogue   Psychia- 
trists became  the  new  pnesls  Instead  of 
sin,  they  talked  about  'sickness'  (devia- 
tion from  the  status  quo}:  mental  health 
replaced  moral  improvement  Probably 
because  they  challenged  chenshed 
social  values  and  institutions  (Marriage. 
A  Good  Family  Name,  A  Good  Job), 
homosexuals  were  designated  as  sick' 
No  attempt  was  made  to  vehfy  or  deny 
this  assertion  on  an  empirical  basis  for 
many  years,  Other  myths  grew  up  in  the 
jti^nce  of  lacls:  Homosexuals  molest 
children;  gay  men  want  to  be  women; 
Lesbians  try  to  be  men;  etc   Because 
therapists  only  saw  unhappy  or  conflict 
ndden  homosexuals  in  their  practices 
their  thinking  was  confirmed.  (Of  course 
we  would  not  generalize  about  hetero- 
sexuality from  therapy  clients!)  Even 
when  comparative  research  showed 
homosexuals  to  be  as  well  as,  or  better      i 
adiusted  than  heterosexuals,  many  of  the  ' 
hew  priesis'  clung  to  their  dogma 

The  general  population  is  probably 
threatened  most  by  the  homosexuals 
who  Inansgress  traditional  sex  roles 
People  who  are  brought  up  to  believe 
that  a  man  should  be  tough  and  a 
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The  heterosexual 
comparison  group  showed 
arousal  to  the  films  of  the 
opposite  sex,  as  expected. 
However,  they  reacted 
with  fear  to  the  pictures  of 
nude  men;  their  penises 
actually  shrank! 


woman  genlle,  are  upset  By  two  men 
kissing  of  by  a  woman  asserting  herself. 
Gay  men  are  seen  as  'sissies',  people 
who  give  up  the  If  God-given  position  and 
power  as  men,  to  act  like  their  interiors, 
women,  Lesbians  are  seen  as  seizing 
male  prerogatives;  ihey  are  trying  to  gel 
some  ol  Ine  privileges  and  power  which 
men  are  accorded  in  our  society  Even 
though  only  some  gay  people  deviate 
from  the  straight  sex  roles,  heterosexu- 
als generally  see  all  homosexuals  this 
way  As  traditional  sex  roles  disappear, 
there  should  be  less  hostility  towards 
homosexuals. 

Many  heterosexuals  are  also  upset  by 
the  idea  ot  existence  without  vicarious 
Immortality  (through  children)  - 
something  homosexuals  seem  to  rep- 
resent Pressures  tram  over-population 
and  trends  towards  sell-fulfillment  are 
changing  the  requirement  that  people 
must  have  children  to  be  whole  and 
ending  the  resentment  toward  gays. 

Homophobia  and  related  social 
attitudes  have  had  tremendously 
insidious  effects.  Many  men  and  women 
are  afraid  to  show  affection  to  members 
of  their  own  sex  -  kissing  another  man 
would  mean  that  you  are  queer.  This  is, 
of  course,  a  particularly  Amencan 
attitude  French  men,  Italians  and  others 
feel  free  to  kiss  and  embrace  other  men; 
this  does  not  necessarily  imply  homo- 
sexual feelings  to  them.  Generally, 
women  are  much  less  inhibited  about 
showing  affection  to  each  other  than 
men  are 

Likewise,  people  are  uncomfortable 
aboul  expressing  opposite-sex'  traits  lor 
fear  of  being  identified  as  homosexual: 
Men  are  often  afraid  ol  acknowledging 
weakness  or  pain  and  women  are  hesi- 
tanl  about  being  aggressive  This  puts 
severe  constraints  on  the  person,  which 
are  neither  lunctional  nor  necessary 

Homophobic  altitudes  also  block  any 
homosexual  inclinations  the  person  mlghl 
have.  One  research  study  has  shown  a 
gap  ot  several  years  between  the  time 
people  first  experience  homosexual 
feelings  and  when  they  finally  act  on 
those  feelings  Some  people  spend  a 
whole  lifetime  trying  to  suppress 
homosexual  tendencies,  they  are  more 
ready  to  trust  an  artificial  concept 
(homosexuality  Is  s  ick/ bad /queer/sin- 
ful.)  than  their  own  feellngs. 

The  worst  expression  ol  homophobia 
is  undisguised  hatred  of  homosexuals, 
which  is  often  accompanied  by  overt 
aggression.  One  does  no!  need  to  posit 
discomfort  with  la  lent  homosexual  ten- 
dencies to  explain  homophobia.  Our 
society  -  the  family,  the  church,  the 
schools,  the  mass  media  -  does  an 
effective  job  of  brainwashing  us  all 
against  homosexuality. 

A  New  York  psychotherapist  asserts,  "I 
would  never  consider  a  patient  healthy 
unless  he  had  overcome  his  prejudice 
against  homosexuality  Of  course  rf  the 
person  is  himself  homosexual,  the 
preiudice  he  holds  is  bamng  the  way  to 
easy  expression  of  his  own  desires  Bui 
even  if  he  is  heterosexual,  hts  repug- 
nance a  I  homosexuality  is  certain  to  be 
harmful  to  him  '  in  other  words,  homo- 
phobia is  a  real  problem  which  Inter- 
feres with  effective  functioning 

There  is  only  one  means  of  effectively 
combating  this  problem.  More  gay  people 
must  be  open  about  their  sexual  and 
affectional  preferences       □ 


Mart  Froedman.  a  San  Frarxaea  gay  psycho- 
logy. .5  the  author  ol  HomoMxuallty  ind 
Psychological  Functioning. 
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Improve  your  appearance  — 

Remove  unwanted  hair  permanently  from 
cheeks,  brows,  hairline,  body,  etc.  in  private. 
Safe  certified  method  with  positive  results. 
Facials  and  massage  too. 
Telephone:  967-0095 


baircuttii 
for  men 

11AM-7PM 
MONDAY-SATUROAY  , 

Tel:  691-8369 
2218  Queen  St.  E. 

(at  Beech  Ave.) 


Cutting  half  means  mote  to  us* 
thonjust  'chopping  It  off  Acut... 

ond  therefore  o  style... 

should  be  in  proportion  with  your 

face  ond  body  shape,  but  you 

must  be  comfortable 

with  It  ond  like  II 

Jone  Brooks 

and 

Neil  Taylor 

welcome  you^ 


Make     new    friends  i.s.b.a. 

through  our    dating  ^•loB"1.« 

service more  Toronto 

than    600    have!  Z?"%1<, 


Queen  Lumber 

Do  it  yourself  building  supplies 

Plywood  Wood  cut  lo  size 

Doors  Panelling 

Shelving  Roofing 

Hardware  Insulation 

Paints  Mouldings 


Two  Locations  To  Serve  You  Better 

392  Queen  St  E  Telephone 

31 1  Queen  St  E  364-6993 


Hours  8  am  -  6  pm        Fres  delivery  over  $25 


ciAiimiP 


We  welcome  your  ads. 

Advertising  rates  are:  lOe  per  word  for  individuals 
and  30e  per  word  for  business  and  commercial  enter- 
prises. 

H  you  do  not  wish  to  use  your  own  address,  ask  us 
to  assign  you  a  drawer  number.  We  will  forward  replies 
to  you  once  a  week.  We  charge  SI  per  ad  per  issue  for 
this  service. 

We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Deadline  for  classified  ads  for  next  issue  (#25)  is 
June  17.  1976. 

All  replies  to  ads  listing  a  drawer  number  should  be 
addressed  c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7269,  Stn.  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9.  Please  mark  the  drawer 
number  on  the  OUTSIQE  of  the  envelope. 

MALE  30,  (all.  medium  build,  straKjhl 


GAY   MALE.   30    I 
Books,  (lowers ,  mus 

Station  B,  Toronto. 

ATTRACTIVE  professional  man  in 
40  s  seeks  younger  man  tor  sincere 
relationship  Musi  be  intelligent, 
mature,  good -looking.  Will  share  mv 
comfortable  lown  house  with  rig  hi 
person,  il  desired,  on  pay-whal-you- 
can  basis    Only  replies  with  photo 

acknowledged  JJrawer  343 

INTENSELY  affectionate  African, 
Canbbeans.  Can  Indian,  Oriental,  or 
strongly  endowed  passionate  white  is 
1  ship  Will  give 
ire  Kissing  a 
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WEALTHY  ARISTOCRATIC  female. 
30,  5'9"  36-24-36,  Aware,  sensual. 
Seeks  non-commercial  hedonistical 
encounters  with  pleasani,  clean,  unin- 
hibited, well  hung  mate  visitors 
Photograph.  2 1  RCs ,  Availability 
Susannah  A  damson,  52.  Wood  way 
Cres.,  Harrow,  HA1  2NO  England^ 

FRIENDSf 


apoeanng,   professional 

meet  fellow  professionals  to  age  35  tor 

friendship   discretion  15  important  to 

interested    write    PO     Bo*    7046, 

Station  A,  Toronto  M5W 1  XT 

GOODLOOKING  LIBRA  30.  Profes- 
sional male    Blue  eyes,  light  brown 


i,  (ra nailers. 


SAINT  JOHN 
MALE  36.  seeks  san 
Police,  fnjcfcers,  se 
mameda.  bl's  gays,  all  welcome  An- 
swer guaranteed  Anywhere  Prefer 
Saint  John,  N  B  &  Halifax  areas  Lrfe 
is  so  short,  am  discreel,  hum/  P  O 
Boi  7004,  Stn  A,  Saint  John,  N  B 
E2L  4S4 
LABRADOR 

GAY  RESIDENT  ot  Labradot,  29, 
masculine  seeks  contact  with  other 
gays  who  inhabit  or  visit  Labrador. 
Please  inform  anyone  lining  ihe  bill 
Signed,  Languishing  In        Labrador 

QUEBEC" 


salile.  Into  body -Building,  photog- 
raphy, exhibition  and  voyeurism 
Could  consider  settling  down  with  nght 
person  Letters  with  picture  answered 
first  Box  609,  135  Isabella  Toronto 
YOUNG  SINGLE  gav  male.  25,  plan- 
ning a  sexual  pleasure  holiday  in  Saulf 
Sta  Mane  af  ThanksgivinginOcfober. 
needs  another  single  gay  rn&Je  10 
share  accommodation  Prefer  males 
1910  23  All  e»penses  paid  I'm  strictly 
interested  in  the  physical  Reply  with 
phone  no  and  photo  Ross  Stephens. 
23  Felan  Cresc.  Rexdate.  Ontano  I'm 
lots  of  lun. 


LONELY,  professional,  masculine. 
38.  6',  165  lbs.  wide  interests,  un- 
athletic,  quiet,  shy.  would  like  to  meet 
someone  who  is  vibranl,  affectionate 
and  alive  to  helpdrag  me  out  ot  Ihe  rul 
fhal  I  have  recently  dug  myself  into 
This  Is  not  an  ad  for  casual  sen 

GAY  MALE,  22,  interested  in  meeting      Drawef  326.  _ 

and  making  new  fnends  anywhere  18 

to  30   Send  photo  It  possible   Win 

answer  all  R.L.  Roberts.  930  Osborne 

RA0IO-TV  PERSONALITY  seeks  to 

meet  or  correspond  with  guys  under 

25  Am 41. 5' to '.  165 lbs.  easygoing, 

enjoy  outdoors,  sport*,  music,  travel 

njter  easy-going  p.™  Mto.  930     CYMMjf  40»**faB 

Osborne  Ave  .  Verdun^  Quebec 

QUEBEC  CITY 


MALE  STUDENT.  19,  mix-blood 
5'9",  137  lbs.  Very  good  looking, 
mascutlne,  intelligent,  independent 
and  discreet  Look  for  like  age/young- 
er for  companions,  weekends  and 
possibly  semi-sleady  Will  host 
Phone  appreciated;  discretion  prom- 
ised when  phoning   Orawer  328_ 


PROFESSOR,  attending  History  of 
Mathematics  meeling,  Quebec  City. 
June  1976,  seeks  contacts.  Wrrte  Ken, 
33  Huxtay  Avenue,  Providence.  Rl 
02908.  USA 

QUEBEC  CfTY  VISITOR  I  saw  you 
ChnstmasDay  1974  ai  the  Chateau  F 
in  Quebec  City  You  were  not  alone 
and  we  did  not  meet  After  the  boys 
concert  we  look  the  elevalor  up  and 
parted  without  saying  "hello"  or 
"goodbye  I  still  woutd  like  lo  say 
"hello"  to  you  but  do  not  know  your 
address  Discretion  requested  and 
assured   Orawer  324 

MALE  mid  30s,  6*2".  1751 

looking,  seeks  youthfut 

Inend  foY  discreel  relalionshlf 

drugs,  will  answer  all  especially  i 

with  photo  Orawer  325 

MONTREAL  ~ 

SAILING  WEEKENDS  Good  looking. 


45  for  semi- steady  relationship 
Also  inieresled  in  meeting  some  ori- 
ental^ Drawer  346 
MALE  25.  6'  145  lbs.,  masculine, 
smooth,  slim,  boyish  looking,  not  into 
drugs,  seeks  casual  encounters  with 
tall,  well  built  masculine  male  age  25- 
35.  Musi  be  discreet.  Reply  drawer 


;  .  slralghl 


lbs.,  5'1 


in.]  si 


165 


Tiasculine  young 
lover  under  25,  to  share  greal  week- 
ends on  Lake  Cbamplain  Sincere, 
kind  and  understanding  companion- 
shipdesired  Versatility  essential,  sail- 
ing expenence  is  not  Photo  required 

Sen  332. 

ORIENTAL  YOUNG  male  would  like 
fnends  for  discteel   lun    Occupant. 
PQ  Box  804.  Station H. Montreal. 
OTTAWA 

GAYMALE  30yearsot  age,  510  '  lall 
and  weight  167  pounds  Hobbies  in- 
clude skating,  dancing,  swimming 
skiing,  outdoors,  television,  theatre, 
QIC  Looking  lor  someone  wiih  similar 
interests  lor  friendship  and  wbat- 
everi"!  Your  picture  will  gel  mine  in 
reium  aii  sincere  letters  answered 
Reply  drawer  134 
TORONTO 

MASCULINE  STUDENT  athletic  With 
small  build.  34,  would  Uks  lo  have  ■ 
new  fnend  up  to  35  I  am  quixtt  and 
laflhtm.  oTII  l  bUh»  try)  heavy  drugs 
Drawer  253 


MAN  33, 

185  lbs  ,  enjoys:  camping,  watching 
TV,  reading,  carpentry,  music,  child- 

fnends,  time  atone,  sk etching,  people. 
Dislikes  empty  heads,  bitterness, 
cosmetics  Would  (ike  lo  meet  some- 
one attractive,  probably  younger,  who 
really  enjoys  life  and  is  not  desper- 
ately lonely  Wnte  Bo_b_  Drawer  344 
WHITE  MALE,  late  20s.  160  lbs, 
5*1 1".  Seeking  fnendly  flexible  males 
lo  age  30  lor  good  times  and  compan- 
ionship Nol  interested  in  Orugsor  one 
night  stands  I'm  an  average  person 
looking  lor  an  average  fnend  Drawer 
343 


MALE,  mid-thirties.  59VT,  149  lb., 
own  business,  looking  for  a  steady 
genuine  male  who  works  and  wants  a 
steady  arrangement  Send  picture 
and  reply  to  Orawer  347  All  replies 

answered ^^ 

ATTRACTIVE  shy  guy  Seeks  buddy 


sl.ng   n 


gent,  young,  nonhairy  gay  (preferably 
very  boyish  looking  with  high  I.Q )  is 
desired.  My  description  511"  160 
lbs  .  good  looks,  nonhairy,  excellent 
shape  and  health,  high  I.Q..  consider- 
ate, honest,  forthright,  quiet,  non- 
smoker,  nondnnker,  nondancer  My 
interests  include  all  intelligent  modem 
subjects  (science  and  tachnotogy 
orientation),  studious  reading,  casual 


sought  for  steady  fner 
fully  the  on 

342 

WANTED 

and  honest  person  I  am  oriental,  age 

29  6'  180  lbs  .college  student,  settle 

down  in  Easl  End  ot  Toronto  Looking 

for  a  man  (while)  with  long  lasting 

relationship  in  mind    Write  to  Mike 

Kumiawan.    119   Chestnut  Cresc 

Scarborough. 

SLAVE  seeks  stnet.  dominant  master. 

who  musl  be  obeyed,  mlo  B'D  photo 

apprecialed  Drawer  340 

COUPLE  35  and  50  seek  responsible 
straight  looking  yoolh  21-35  for 
threesome  and  sincere  tnendship. 
musl  be  versatile  Interests  theatre, 
music,  dining  out.  quiet  evenings  and 
weekends  oul  ol  town  Otscrebon  es- 
sential  Drawer  34  1 

I'M  TALL  dark,  medium  build,  con- 
sidered good  looking.  My  interests  are 
camping,  travel.  Hying,  sunbathing, 
theatre  and  doing  fun  things.  I'm  a 
successful  businessman  age  32  who 
feels  there  is  a  lot  more  to  lite  lhan  bars 
and  baths  It  you  are  similar  minded 
and  are  slender  to  slim,  medium  build, 
good-looking  and  between  age  24-35 
let's  meet.  Photo  it  possible  but  nol 
necessary  John  Harper,  Box  191, 
Postal  Slahon  A.Willowdale.  Ontario 
GAY  MALE,   42  year  old,  European 

origin.  5  it  11".  140  lbs,  average 
looks,  very  honest  and  reliable,  inter- 
ested in  music,  motorcycles,  wants 
fnend  lor  casual  meetings    Orawer 

336 __ 

GUY  25  would  tike  lo  meet  men  or 
women  Irving  In  small  towns  or  the 
country  in  Ontano  Like  Ihe  country 
and  may  move  there  eventually  but 
nght  now  would  like  to  hear  from 
people  living  there  on  how  they  deal 
and  why  they  choose  that  lite  Dis- 
cretion assured  Drawer  339 
CHINESE  CANADIAN  -  average 
looks,  seeks  companion  (whnel  tor  an 
eventual  permanent  relationship 
Enjoy  movies,  works  ol  art.  clothes, 
good  food  and  other  finer  things  In  life 
1  am  21  years  of  age.  5'7"  130  pounds 
Looking  for  a  person  who  has  Ihe 
same  likes  Will  answer  all  replies  with 
discretion  Drawer  338 
BUSINESSMAN  52,  feeling  very 
young  Involved  in  arts,  crafts,  jewel- 
lery, rocks,  nature  and  Inventions  Is 
interested  to  advise  or  assist  young 

Occasional  meetings.  Drawer  331 
WHERE  ARE  the  hunky  sluds  ol 
Toronto1?  Description  letter  and  photo 
gel  prompt  reply  You  won't  be  sorry 
Nol  S/M  Boxholder.  Box  75.  Adelaide 
St   Posl_ Office,  Toronto  M5C  2H8 

LONDON " 

YOUNG  GAY.  20,  5  1 1 ".  210  lbs  Not 
as  heavy  as  1  sound.  Am  lonely,  and 
want  a  permanent  lover  18-25  lo  olve 
all  my  love  Prefer  sin 
ol  average  lo  huge  i 
and  understanding  are  thai  which  I 
seek  and  offer  in  return,  not  fust  sex 
1m  very  altecuonale  and  loving  and 
want  lo  hear  from  some  fine  young  gay 
lo  settle  down  with.  Could  you  be  the 
one?  Wnte  even  rt  unsure_ Drawer  330 


movies,  theatre,  chess,  etc  Box  204. 

Eiooicoke..  Cut.  M9C  4V3. 

DUTCHMAN,  young  38,  6  h  slim" 
quiet,  sincere,  versatile,  general  inter- 
ests plus  levi 'leather,  not  S'M  Seek 
friends  with  similar  statistics  and 
mierests  Pholo  raphes  to  Box  218 
Station  A  Toronto 


HUGE  ENDOWED  stud,  mid  20s, 
good  build  is  seeking  action  trom 
hairy,  endowed  guys  Am  versatile 
and  into  most  scenes.  Answer  with 
photo   Sox  4276,  Station  C,  London. 

Ontano. * 

WINNIPEG 

YOUNG  MALE.  1 7,  wishes  to  meel  or 
correspond  with  others  in  same  age 
group  Send  details  and  pholo  to  Box 
3742._Statjon  B.  Winnipeg.  Manitoba 

NEW  YORK  _ 

N.Y.C.  PROFESSIONAL  early  40s, 
6'2",  175,  well  educated,  personable, 
sincere,  discreel,  masculine  but 
gentle.  European  bom.  appreciative  of 
finer  things  in  tile  and  interested  in 
arts,  music,  theatre,  'ravel  and  out- 
doors summer  &  winter,  seeks  an 
honest,  stable,  personable,  slender 
Inend  (21-501  with  similar  mieresls 
and  desire  lo  develop  a  lasting  fnend - 
ship  based  on  honesty,  shared  inter- 
ests and  mutual  respect  Prefer 
Ottawa,  Montreal  or  Toronto  Dis- 
cretion requested  and  assured  Pholo 
appreciated  but  nol  essential  Con- 
ventional appearance  please  Am  nol 
mlo  drugs,  S'M   Drawer  327 

MICHIGAN 

SUCCESSFUL  BUSINESS  execu- 
tive. 29.  handsome,  straight  looking 
and  acting.  6'.  180  lbs .  hairy  blond, 
mlo  body -building  and  doing  lile  with 
style  -  looking  for  young  friend  18-25 
lover  I  am  generous  and  will  provide 
home  help  with  education  of  right 
person  Honest  and  expect  honesty, 
your  clothing  may  be  ragged  but  ilvou 
care  tor  your  mind  and  body,  reply  with 
pholo  soon    Drawer  326. 

HOMES 

DOWNTOWN  TORONTO  penthouse, 
t  bedroom.  32nd  floor,  stone's  throw 
from  Club  Balhs  8.  Carriage  House 
S260/mo  967-0400 
STUOENT  seeks  responsible  person 
to  share  large  apartment  on  Palmers- 
Ion  Blvd.,  Toronto  Large  back  yard, 
parking,     fireplace      Phone     Jim. 

534-8947 

GAY  HOUSE,  in  downtown  Toronto 
location  seeks  2  people  lo  share  in  co- 
op  -  3  bdrm  Tel  967-3727 

MALE  flOOMATE  WANTED  to  share 


MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  throughout 
Canada andUS  Join GAYMATES, a 
pen-pal  club  for  gay  men  For  free  Into 
wnte  GSI,  DepL  B.  PO  Box  3043, 
S  ask  a  loon.  Saskatchewan.  Canada. 
GAY  CLUB1  Meel  homy  pals  or 
lovers,  monthly  BULLETIN,  loaded 
with  ads  and  photos,  many  NUDE, 
current  issue  only  SI  00  Stale  age, 
T.B.C.,    Box    104B,    Danlelson.    Ct 

06239. 

HOMOSEXUALITY  IN  LITERATURE 
First  gay  catalogue  and  checklist  ever 
published i  1000+  +  items  ol  scarce 
novels,  biographies  and  non- fiction 
works.  52.  US  please,  deductible  from 
first  order  Etyslan  Fields.  Booksel- 
lers. 81-13BP  Broadway  Elmhursl. 
NY    11373 


NUOE  BOYS  &  MEN,  all  types,  sues 
&  shapes  I  Largest  &  lines!  selection  ol 
Gay  films  and  magazines  in  the  world i 
Guaranteed  Canadian  delivery  Send 
lor  free  pholo  illustrated  Catalogues, 
de  Boekwlnkei,  Box  218,  Vester- 
brogade    208,    1800    Copenhagen. 

Denmark. 

WILL  SEND  a  gay 


source  list  lo  anyone  who  sends  a  soil 
addressed  stamped  envelope  The 
stamped  envelope  is  a  must"  Valu 
able  guide  as  lo  where  lo  obi  air 
books,  pamphlets,  el  al  Send  lo 
Southern  Gay  Liberator,  P  O  Boi 
2116,  Boca  Raton.  Florida  33432  I 
order  bookstore  ant 


e  job  Drawi 
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n  Ihe  in 

.<'■-■  rtfteni  catalog 


CSC  NEWSLETTER 

ness  raising  on  children's  nght  lo  sell' 
determination,  age  is  m_  childhood  sex 
education  S  youth  liberation  S6  lor  3 
issues,  bi-monlhly,  CSC  PO  Boi 
5164.  San  Olego,  CA  92105  USA 
Checks  or  mro  lo  Vallda  Davila 
PA'FUERA!  is  the  voice  ol  the  Puertr. 
Rican  Gay  Movement  12  issue; 
(regular  sub)  SS,  Air  Mall  S6.  Send  tc 
Pa  luera.  Apartado  5523.  Estacion  de 
Puetta  de  Tierra,  San  Juan,  Puerto 
Rico,  00906 


LETTERS 


am  an  oriental  college  student  and 
worker  Call  266-4820  after  4  pm. 
TORONTO  GAY  MALE  COMMUNE 
seeks  new  member.  Cooking  and  gay 
liberation  politics  considered  assets 
Call  Jerry  961-4161  or  465-6731 
WINNIPEG  Gay  male  student  attend- 
ing NAIT  in  September  76  seeks  a 
30  years,  5'6",  118  lbs, 


drugs  please  or  freaky  people  Drawer 
333 . 


PEN  PAL  wanted.  I'm  25,  5'6",  150 
lbs.,  currently  Incarcerated  in  Chilii- 
cothe  Correctional  Inst  My  hobbies, 
are  body  building,  writing  poetry, 
drawing  and  all  kinds  ot  sports   Write 

Edward  E  Pasey.  c/o  Chiiiicoihe  Cor- 
rectional Inst.,  Chiilicothe,  OHIO 
45601. 


POSITIVE  THINKING  Virgo.  40,  5'8  ", 
195  lbs  Would  like  lo  correspond  wiih 
any  sincere  open-minded  person  Am 
currently  incarcerated  in  Chiilicothe 
Conectional  Institute.  Cornelius  Si  one 
•  137485.PO  Box 5500, Chiilicothe, 
Ohio  45601.  USA 
GAY  PENFRIENDS:  Subscnplicm  S5 

U.S.  yearly,  onelree  ad,  TEENS  given 
special  consideration.  Jack  Harting, 
Box  B8009P.  Honolulu,  Hawaii  9681 5 


MONTREAL 

TWO  GAYS,  late  twenties,  attending 
Graduate  Summer  School  wanl  lo 
sublet  airconditioned.  fully  furnished 
apartment  In  downtown  Montreal  lor 
up  to  6  weeks  including  all  July  1or2 
bedrooms   Drawe_r_322     

WORK 

UNIVERSITY      STUDENT      seeks 

apartment  or  house  cleaning  Experi- 
enced, dependable  work.  References 
■I  required    Phone  924-1842 
THIRTY-FIVE  i 


Keep  your 
ad  running. 

Personal  ■  only: 
2  consecutive  ads  -  10%  o« 
1  ads  -  20%  off 


READING 

EUROPE'S  FAVORITE  gay  new; 
paper,  has  something  tor  you>  Hand- 

of  MALE  NUDES' PLus  100  sol  Out- 
rageously Personal"  classified  ads 
from  GAY  GUYS  around  the  wortdl 
Turn  on  with  the  Amsterdam  Gay 
zetie  I  International  GAY  Newspaper ) 
Send  S'  lor  BIG  current  edition 
AMSTERDAM  GAYZETTE,  Oepl  BP, 
704  Santa  Monica  Boulevard.  Santa 
Monica,  CA  90401,  USA 

NEWSLETTER  designed  as  m^nnn- 
p'ace  lor  writers  and  publishers  Three 
issues.  S3  00  Lffeune,  Cobalt,  On- 

tano.  POJ  ICO 

LARGEST  selection  ol  adutl  and  gay 
books,  magazines  mailed  discreetly  in 
plain  wrap  For  bi-monthly  catalogue 
write  m  Box  1313,  Sin  A,  Toronto 


COMMtlMlf  ¥  PAGE 


G'WM.  digs  young  chickens  ana 
roosters  too  I  am  Inio  nudes  end  an 

the  same  Jerry  M  Reno  #527766. 
2803  M  Slone  St.  Spokane,  Wash- 
inglon  99207  USA. 


6  It,  200  lbs 
ayes  Loves  reading,  sports,  learning 
and  down  to  earth  people  No  phonies 
or  games  Only  serious  minded 
people  reply  As  I  have  no  time  lor 
games  or  Bull  III  Write  10  Joseph  P 
29669  Bon  787  Lucasvrlle. 
OhlO  45648  USA 

PRISONER,  40,  6',  195  lbs.  rugged 
looking,  well  built  My  interests  cover  a 
wide  range  Would  like  to  hear  Irom 
gays  for  friendship  and  possible 
lm  Black  Please  wnte  lo 
nson  #131-283.  Box  SSOO 
Ohio  45601,  USA 
PRISONER.  22,  59  .  157#,  black 
would  like  lo  correspond  with  gay 
people  Charles  Van  Johnson  #139- 
001 ,  Boi  7B7.  Lucasvitle.  Ohio  1 564B, 

USA.  

BONGO  4  CONGO  player,  32,  180 
lbs  .  6  1',  black  Also  play  the  Bass 
and  am  a  lair  artist   I  pretsr  friendly, 

themselves  Please  send  photo.  Write 
RK  Demson  #106942.  P.O.  Bo* 
TJ^Margyette,  Mich,  49855 


The  Community  Pag©  is  a  listing  of  Canadian  groups  which 
pnmarily  direct  themselves  toward  alleviating  or  struggling 
against  gay  oppression    It  includes  democratically  constituted 
organizations  of  gay  people,  co-ope ralrvely  run  clubs  and 
community  centres,  bookstores  which  advertise  themselves 
as  sellers  of  gay  and  feminist  literature:  and  gay  periodicals 
operaled  on  a  non- hierarchical,  non-profit  basis 

If  you  wish  lo  be  hsled.  please  send  Ihe  information  about 
your  group  lo   The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  Toronto, 
Ontano  M5W  1X9   Be  sure  to  notify  us  of  any  change  in  infor- 
mation already  listed  on  [he  Community  Page 


ST.  JOHNS 


OTHER 


SAM  HAPPV  BIRTHDAY  TERRY 
GAY  JEWS   are  now   organized   lr 
Toronto  Join  usIIFor  details  call  Don 
653-0498  or  Harvey  960-0053 

A,  Box  142,  Station  Q,  Toronto 
for  gay  contacts  across  Canada 
PEDOPHILE  LIBERATION  GROUP 

ire  working  lor  improved  undei- 

ing  of  pedophii 


CANADIAN  HOMOPH1LE  ASSOC 

OF  NEWFOUNDLAND 

Bo.  613.  GPO 

St  John's,  Newfoundland  AIC  5K8 

HALIFAX 


ALTERNATIVES  BOOKSHOP 

Ste  301.  1585  Barnngion  St 

Halifax.  Nova  Scotia 

GAY  ALLIANCE  FOR  EQUALITY 

Bon  161,  Armdale  Sin 

Halifax.  Nova  Scotia  B3L  4G9 

Helpline  (.902)  422-7444 

QUEBEC  CfTV 


CENTHE  HUMANITAIRE  d'AIDE  el 

de  LIBERATION 

283  rue  de  Franciscains 


Quebec,  Quebec  G1R  4R6 
(418)  525-4997 

SERVICE  d'ENTRAIDE  POUR 
HOMOPHILES  A  QUEBEC 


264  n. 


e  Francis 


BP  596  Haule  Ville  (Mailing  / 

Quebec.  Quebec  G1R  4R8 
(4I8J  524-8344 

MONTREAL 


s  to  hav* 
a   liberal 


Details 

sample  ot  our  monthly.  SI  Betti 
Life,  256  S  Robertson.  Beverly  Hill 
CA_902U,  USA 

NATIONAL  GAY  personal  ad  listing 
Publication  tor  all  lonely  boys  and  gir 
Many  nude  photos  Late: 
ad  form  S1  00  from  Broad 
irnal,  Box  337. 
80543 


ALCOHOLISM  AND  THE  GAY 
COMMUNITY  Am  engaged  in 
research  lor  a  sociology  thesis  Need 
leads  on  any  gay  alcoholism  re habi Il- 
lation programmes  and  facilities,  AA 
groups,  elc  Also  coniacl  with  Canad- 
ian gay  groups  willing  lo  distribute 
questionn aires  about  general  dnnking 
patterns  al  their  meetings  Gay  Alco- 
holism Research  Prolect,  P.O  Drawer 

J.  Cedar  Grove,  NJ  07009.  USA 

WOMAN  DOCTOR  Hassle  Free 
Clinic  in  Toronto  seeks  a  woman  doc- 
woman's  clinic  Possibility  ol  some 
remuneration  through  OHIP  Contact 
Joe  McNerny,  363-6103 
VISITING   PHILADELPHIA?   Drury 


Lane,  sophist 


302  Drury, 
ree  floors  ol 
uisco,  drinks,  games! 
38  YEAR  OLD  male  Belly  Dancer 
need  money  lor  a  sex  change  oper- 
ation in  England  Will  live  with  any  man 
sexually.  In  Montreal.  Quebec,  until  I 
can  do  il.  if  he  will  help  me  financially 
and  help  me  find  good  paying  jobs 

boogie,  any  c 


.    Itch. 


creanve  singing  combined  or  any 
sexual  acl  or  dance  eicept  cruelty  VII 
do  lor  gay  men  in  Canada  or  USA  or 
Europe  It  wanted  at  nighl  dubs  or 
private  homes,  elc  wme  lo  David 
Blank  Montreal,  Quebec  Canada 
4616  Mackenzie  Street 
WANTED:  Investors  for  a  business 
venture  -  a  sane  human  afiemanve  to 
the  dcwntown  dubs  and  bars,  elc 
Send  lor  details  to  Drawer  345  All 
ropi.es  confidential 
WANTED:  sound  tapes  ol  children  to 
age  14  being  given  enemas  J  lane 
PO  Bo.  22101  San  Francisco  CA 
94122,  USA 

I  AM  interested  <n  pubiishirq  an  on- 
going compilation  of  woman'*  re- 
quests lo  bnng  gay  women  wnh  urmlar 
interests  togother  Ireo  ol  any  attempt 
al  ejpkMaijon  Would  (ike  to  hear  Irom 
woman  who  share  this  interest  or  have 
suggestions  Bo.  362.  Stn  K,  Toronto 

JUM 


ANDHOGYNY  BOOKSTORE 

Crescent  St 
Montreal,  Quebec  H3G  2B1 
(514)866-2131 
CENTRE  HOMOPHILE 
URBAIN  DE  MONTREAL 

6581  SI  Laureni 

Montreal,  Quebec 

(514)279-5381      - 

GAY  INFO  AND  RAP  LINE 

Tubs  -  Sal  7-10  pm 

(514)288-1101 

GAY  MCGILL 

University  Centre.  Rm  B-41 

3480  McTavish 

Montreal.  Quebec  H3A  1X9 

(514)392-8917 

GROUPEHOMOSEXUELd'  ACTION 

POLITIQUE 

CP  235.  Slailon  N 

Montreal,  Quebec 

LABYRIS  MONTREAL 

c/o  Women's  Into  and  Referral 

Centre 

3595  Si  Urbain 

Montreal  Quebec 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH/  EGUSE 

COMMUNAUTAIRE  DE  MONTREAL 

CP  610.  Succursale.  NOG 

Montreal,  Quebec  H4A  3Ri 

(514)  845-4471 
NACHES:  GAY  JEWISH 
DISCUSSION  GROUP 
Phone  (514)  482-7358 

NEW  WOMAN  CENTRE 


!10  Gre. 


Westmount,  Quebec  H3Z  2A3 
SLIGHTLY  OLDER  LESBIANS 
(SOL) 

3595  St  Urbain 

Montreal,  Quebec 

(514)  642-1066 

OTTAWA 


GAYS  OF  OTTAWA/GAIS  DE 

L'OUTAOUAIS 

Boi  2919  Stn  O     (Mailing  Address) 

Ottawa.  Ohlano  KIP  5W9 

378  Elgin,  2nd  floor  V 

Ottawa.  Ontario 

Gaylme   238-1717 

BlKhess    (613)233-0152 

GAY  PEOPLE  OFCAHLETON 

c/o     CUSA,      Cartelon     University 

Colonel  By  Drive 

Otiavra.  Oniano  K1S  586 

KINGSTON  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

346'  1  Pnncess  St 

Kingston,  Ontario  K7L  1 B6 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

254Coope'  #11 

Ottawa.  Oniano  K2P  0G4 

OTTAWA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

821  Sommersel  West 

Ottawa.  Ontano 

|613]  23*2580 


QUEEN'S  UNIVERSITY 
HOMOPHILE  ASSOC 

Stufleni  Aftairs  Centre 
51  Queen's  Crescent 
Queen  s  Universrty. 
Kingston,  Oniano  K7L  2S7 
(613)  547-2836 

TORONTO 


AMAZON  PRESS 


121  A 


e  Rd 


Toronto.  Ontario 

(416)  922-8726 

COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE  ASSOC 

OF  TORONTO 

199  Church  SI.  2nd  floor 

Toronto,  Ontano  M5R  121 

(416)862-1544 

DIGNITY 

Boi  249.  Stn  E 

Toronto.  Ontano  M6H  4E2 

GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 

c/o  Professor  John  A.  Lee 

Sociology,  Scarborough  College 

UolT 

West  Hill.  Ontario  MIC  1A4 

GAY  ALLIANCE  AT  YORK 

Office  216  Vanier  College  Res. 

(416)  667-3509.  667-3632 

Mailing  Address  c/o  CYSF 

Central  Square.  Rm  105 

York  University 

4700  Keele  Si 

Downsview,  Oniano  M3J  1P3 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD 

EQUALITY 

193  Carlton  St 

Toronto,  Ontano  M5A  2K7 

(416)961-9389 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

4  Collier  SI  (at  Yonge) 

Toronto.  Ontano 

(416)961-4161 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

29  Granby  Street 

Toronto.  Ontano 

Drop-in/Office 

7  days/wk.  7  pm-midnight 

Church  (416)364-9799 

Distress  Line  (416|  364-9435 

TORONTO  AREA  GAYS  (TAG) 

Counselling  service 'phone  line 

(416)  964-6600 

Bo«  6706,  Stn   A  (Wailing  Address) 

Toronto.  Ontano  M5W  1X5 

TORONTO  WOMEN'S  BOOKSHOP 

85  Harbord  St 

Toronto,  Ontano 

(416)922-B744 

UNITARIAN  UNIVER5ALIST 

GAY  CAUCUS 

c/o  Elgin  Blair 

Bo*  6248.  Stn  A 

Toronto.  Ontano  M5W  1P6 

WOMEN'S  INFORMATION 

CENTRE 

Bo*  189.  Sin  A 

Toronto.  Ontano 


MISSISSAUGA 


GAYS  OF  MISSISSAUGA 

Box  193,  Station  A 
MississaugaJ_Oniario  LSA  227 
GUELPH 


GUELPH  GAY  EQUALITY 
Rm221,  University  Centre 
University  of  Guelph 
Guelph,  Ontario 
Gayiine  [519)  836-4550 

2 4 -hour  recorded  message_ 

HAMILTON 


Hamilton.  Ontario  L8L7T7 

LONDON  __ 

homophile  assoc  of 
London  Ontario 

"  CcJbome  St 
London,  Ontano  N6A  322 

1519)433-3762 


KITCHEN  ER/WATERLCO 

WATERLOO  UNIVERSITIES  GAY 
LIBERATION  MOVEMENT 
Federation  ol  Students 
University  ol  Waterloo 
Waterloo,  Oniano  N2L  3Gt 
1519)885-1211  ei  2372 
WOMAN'S  PLACE 
25  Ouoont  St 

Waterloo,  Oniano  N2J  2G8 
IS19I744-70H 

WINDSOR 

WINDSOR  GAY  UNITY 

Box  2.  Sandwich  Stn 
Windsor,  Oniano  N9C  3Y6 
(519)  254-2921.  256-2927  or 
254-9494 

WOMEN'S  PLACE 
327  Ouelietle  Ave.  #202 

Windsor.  Ontario  N9A  4J1 
(519)  252-0244  _ 

THUNDER  BAY 

NOHTHERN  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
132  Nor1h  Archibald  Si 
Bon  314.  Sin  F  (Mailing  Address) 
Thunder  Bay.  Ontario  P7C  4V9 
|807)  662-3989 

WINN  I  PEG 


I  WOMAN'S  PLACE 


14  3  W 


il  SI 


Winnipeg.  Manitoba  R3G  1P2 
(204)  786-45B 1 
DIGNITY/WINNIPEG 
Bon  27.  Transcona  P  O 
Transcona.  Manitoba  R2C  27.5 
GAYS  FOR  EQUALITY 
Boi  27,  UMSU 
University  of  Manitoba 
Winnipeg.  Manitoba  R3T  2N2 

(204)474-6216 

SASKATOON 


GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 
c/o  Prof  Peler  Millard 
Bo>  1662 

Saskatoon.  Saskaichewan  S7K  3R8 
GAY  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
310  -  20th  Streel  East  (2nd  If) 
Box  1662  (Mailing  Address) 
Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 
(306)  652-0972_ 

REGINA 


Box  3414 

Regma.  Saskatchewan  S4P  3J8 

(306) 522-7374  

CALGARY 

GAY  INFORMATION  AND 
RESOURCES 

#2-  112A  Bih  Ave  S.  E. 
Calgary.  Alberta 

EDMOmON 


CLUB  70" 

10242-  106th  SI 

Edmonton,  Alberia 

(403)  423-5051 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD 

EQUALITY 

8225  -  109  St. 

Box  1852  (Mailing  Address) 

Edmonton.  Alberta 

(403)  433-8160 

VANCOUVER  ~ 

LESBIAN  CAUCUS  OF  THE  BC 
FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN 

PO  Bo<  4294 

Vancouver.  BC 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD 

EQUALITY 

PO  Box  1463,  Sin  A 

Vancouver,  BC 

(604)  255-7820 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  SIMON  FRASER 

*    Sludenl  Society 
Simon  Fraser  University 
Bumaby.  BC 
[604)  291-3270. 
GAY  PEOPLE  OF  UBC 
Bo*  9,  Student  Union  Blrjg 
University  of  Bntish  Columbia 
Vancouver,  BC  V6T  1W5 
SOCIETY  FOR  EOUCATION 
ACTION.  RESEARCH  AND 
COUNSELLING  IN 
HOMOSEXUALITY  (SEARCH) 
"      48903,  Beniail  Cenire 

BC  VTX  1A8 
SEARCH  Community  Services 
301-1367  Richards  Street. 
Vancouver,  BC 
(604)  669-1039  or  669-1119 
yjCTORJA 

VICTORIA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
552  Pandora  SI 
Victoria.  BC 
(6041  365-3643 


NATX)NAiyREGI_ONAL_ 

CANADIAN  GAY  ARCHIVE5 

Boi  7289,  Stn  A 

Toronto,  Onlario  M5W  1X9 

(416)  961-9389 

COALITION  FOR  GAY  RIGHTS  IN 

ONTARIO 

193  Carlton  St 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  2K7 

(416)961-9389 

COMMITTEE  TO  DEFEND  JOHN 

DAMIEN 

Bon  117,  Sin  V 

Toronto,  Ontano  M6R  3A4 

NATIONAL  GAY  RIGHTS 

COALITION, ■NATION ALE  DOUr  les 

DROITS  des  HOMOSEXUELS 

(NGRC/CNDH) 

CP2919.  Succursale  D 

Ottawa.  Canada  K1P  5W9 

[613)233-0152 

PUBLICATIONS 

THE  BODY  POLITIC 

Bo>  7289,  Stn  A 

Toronto,  Oniano  MSW  1X9 

Sub:  S2.50/6  issues 

GAY  TIDE 

POBox  1463,  Stn  A 

Vancouver,  BC 

GAY  TIMES 

Boi  36,  Stn  C 

Montreal.  Quebec 

Sub  S3/10  issues 

GAY  RISING 

Bo*  124,  Sin  V 

Toronto,  Oniano 

Sub  S2/10  issues 

LONGTIME  COMING 

Lesbian -Feminist  newspaper 

Bon  128.  Stn  G 

Montreal,  Quebec 

Sub:  S5/yr 

GAYTUK 

Box  1267.  Sin  A 

Toronto,  Ontano  M5W  IG7 

LONG  TIME  COMING 

Lesbian-Femmisl  Paper 

Box  218,  Stn  E 

Montreal,  Ouebec  H2T  3A7 

Sub:  S5/yr 
PEDESTAL 

Lesbian-Femini 
6854  Inverness 
Vancouver,  BC 
Sub:  S3/yr 


("Non-prof  1 1  co-opera  live  social 


si  newspaper 


LONGTIME 

•COMING- 


GaVflmes 
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GAY  TIDE 

SUBSCRIBE  TO 

Gay  Tide 

P.O.  Box  1463.  Stn  A 

Vancouver  BC 


S3  lor  6  issues 
SS  tor  6  issues 

isuppodingsubicriplion) 

All  papers  sent  rn 

plain  wrapper 


*   f 


CANADIAN  MAGAZINES 


ALTERNATIVES 


Tlie  Canadian  forum 


u 


Alternatives 

An  international 
quarterly  concerned 
with  resources, 
pollution, 
population, 
conservation  and 
wilderness  in  the 
Canadian  context. 
4  issues,  only  $4.00 


Canadian 
Dimension 

Now  in  its  11th  year, 
featuring  articles  on 
politics,  the  arts,  the 
economy  and  sports 
from  a  socialist 
perspective. 
8  issues,  only  $7.00 
(students  and 
pensioners,  $5.00) 


The  Canadian 
Forum 

Controversial  poli- 
tical  commentary, 
original  graphics, 
poetry,  short  stories, 
reviews — all  in  The 
Forum,  the  indispen- 
sable Canadian 
magazine  since  1920. 
10  issues,  only  $9.00 
(students,  $6.00) 

The  Canadian 
Log  House 

A  yearbook 
appearing  each 
Spring  as  a  show 
case  for  the  best 
current  log  building 
construction. 
Floorpians, 
how-to-do-its, 
training  courses  and 
much,  much  more. 
1  issue,  $3.50 


JUST  SOME 

OF  OVER  120 

EXCITING  CANADIAN 

MAGAZINES 

IF  YOU'D  LIKE  A 

COMPLETE  CATALOGUE 

CHECK  HERE  □ 


Canadian  Periodical 
Publishers*  Association 


City  Magazine 

Reports  on  city 

politics, 

architecture, 

planning, 

community 

organizing,  housing 

and  land 

development  across 

Canada. 

8  issues,  only  $7.00 


Content 

Everybody 
complains  about 
newspapers  and 
television.  Content 
analyzes  them. 
Precise  documented 
reports. 
Independent 
polished 
commentaries. 
12  issues,  $5.50 

Glitter 

Canada's 
international 
entertainment 
magazine,  for  the 
success  of  the 
performing  arts.  A 
bi-monthly 
magazine  covering 
movies,  TV,  records, 
theatre,  books.artists 
6  issues,  only  $4.00 

This  Magazine 

Treats  issues  in 
Canadian  and  world 
politics,  culture  and 
education  from  a 
critical  perspecitive. 
Interesting  and 
stimulating,  This 
Magazine  leavens 
its  subject  matter 
with  wry  humour  and 
Canadian  comics. 
6  issues,  only  $4.00 


POST 


More  than  the  price  was  right 


*a«i  riilht]^ 


The  Last  Post 

Canada's  magazine 

for  news  features, 

current  reports, 

reviews  and 

columns. 

8  issues,  only  $5.00 


^hkzSk 


Humanist  in  l^nada  75' 


THE  END  OF  THE  ROPE? 


Our 
Generation 

Research  into,  and 

analysis  of,  social, 

economic  and 

political  conditions 

in  Quebec  and 

Canada. 

4  issues,  only  $7.00 


Cinema 
Quebec 

Regroupe  les 
signatures  les  plus 
prestigieuses  du 
monde  du  cinema 
quebecois.  La  revue 
publie  interviews, 
critiques  et  sur  les 
cinemas  quebecois 
et  etrangers. 
10  numeros,  $10.00 

Humanist  in 
Canada 

Rational  discussion 

of  social,  moral  and 

philosophical 

problems  such  as 

abortion,  capital 

punishment, 

education  and 

religion. 

4  issues,  $3.00 

Clip  out  and  mail 


I 
I 

Make 


Please  enter  the  following  subscription  in  my  name:(  I  enclose 
-  cheque  or  money  order.) 

Magazine Ami Magazine  Ami 


Dse 

I 


Name 


Total  am't: 


Address 


Postal  Code 


Make  cheeses  payable  to  CPFA.  3  Church  St., Suite  407  Toronto.Ont.  M5E 


